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OXFORD ! 
PBIKTED BT I. SURIMPTON. 



TO 



HIS MAJESTY FREDERICK WILLIAM IV., 



KING OF PRUSSIA, 



WHO HAS DONE US NO WRONG, 

BUT ON THE CONTRARY 

DESERVES THE RESPECT AND ESTEEM OF ALL 

MEMBERS OF OUR CHURCH 

FOR THE 

ZEAL WHICH HE HAS SHEWN, ACCORDING TO HIS KNOWLEDGE^ 
FOR THE SPREAD OP CHRISTIANITY, 
AND FOR THE HEALING OF THOSE DIVISIONS 
WHICH ARE A DISGRACE TO THE CHRISTIAN NAME, 
THESE PAGES ARE OFFERED 

BY THE AUTHOR, 

WITH THE HUMBLE BUT EARNEST ENTREATY,— 



That as by his station He is well able to estimate the degree 
to which the state of our Religious Establishment may have 
been affected by political rulers; so He will not content himself 
with any merely apparent and superficial or political league 
in religion, which may be based upon prevalent prejudices 
and disorders, and may be made without any real authority 
by particular Prelates, acting, however they may intend, in 
direct contravention of the Canons of their Church, but will 
dig deep in order to lay a good foundation ; 

That He will ascertain first, in his own mind, what are 
really the canonical terms on which alone our own Church, 
and indeed the whole Episcopal or Apostolical Church, either 
does or can recognise Christian laymen as entitled to demand 
or capable of receiving her communion ; 

And secondly, that He will make sure that He Himself, 
as an individual layman, is not merely by uncanonical abuse 
or sufferance, but really, canonically, and of right, in com- 
munion with the Church of England. 

When He has done this. He will see clearly how to apply 
the same principles to the case of all other individuals among 
his subjects. 

And when He has ascertained on what terms the English 
Church really admits lay Christians, as such, to her com- 
munion, He may proceed in the same manner to ascertain 
what is the true law of the English Church, in common 



with the whole Episcopal or Apostolical Church, as to the 
definition and mutual recognition of Clergy. 

And if the theory and law of the Church of England 
appears to Him unnecessarily narrow, or inconsistent with 
the true idea of the Gospel, or of Christian unity and inter- 
communion either lay or clerical, then let Him negotiate 
fairly and avowedly with our chief Prelates to procure an 
alteration of our ecclesiastical law by competent, that is, 
by Synodical authority, so that true Christians, true Clergy, 
and true Churches, if they be indeed such, may no longer be 
theoretically excluded from our communion : 

But if the theory and law of the Church of England, when 
examined and known, should commend itself to His con- 
science as reasonable, necessary, Evangelical, Apostolical, and 
Divine, then we may trust that no considerations of political 
expediency will prevent His avowing his conviction, and set- 
ting openly such an example to his subjects as cannot fail, by 
God's blessing, to draw many souls after Him to the truth, 
and to prepare the way for a real and lasting unity. 

Oxford, August 12, 1842. 
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The Announcement which it is proposed to ex- 
amine in the following pages appeared originally in 
the Prussian State Gazette of the 12th of July 
last, and has since been copied into most of the 
English Papers. The translation given below is 
taken from the " Ecclesiastical Gazette" of the 9th 
of August, 1842. 

{From the Prussian " State CraseWe" ofJult/ 12.) 

His Majesty has been pleased to address to the Minister 
of Ecclesiastical Affairs the following orders in respect to the 
relations of the Bishop of the United Church of England and 
Ireland in Jerusalem with the German congregation of the 
Evangelical religion in Palestine : — 

"Berlin, July 11. 
" I send you herewith a letter from His Grace the Arch- 
bishop of Canterbury, Primate of England, which contains 



the definitive Proposals respecting the relations of the Bishop 
of the United Church of England and Ireland in Jerusalem 
with the German congregations of the Evangelical religion in 
Palestine, which are inclined to place themselves under the 
jurisdiction of the latter. You will see from this letter, that 
the Prelate secures to the congregations of the German 
Protestant faith in Palestine the protection and pastoral care 
of the English Bishop at Jerusalem, without any other con- 
ditions than such as the exercise of the protection itself 
requires. The puhhcation of these Proposals will he the hest 
means to dispel the misunderstinding of some well-meaning 
persons, and to render the misrepresentadons and calumnies 
of the evil-minded of no effect. Though there are at present 
no German Protestant congregations in Palestine, — hut the 
formation is still to be looked for under the influence of 
favourable circumstances, — yet young Divines of the German 
Protestant Church, whom the increasing interest in the 
labours of the missions for the conversion of the Jews induces 
to go to Palestine, will certainly think it desirable to avail 
themselves of the offers contained in the letter of the Arch- 
bishop of Canterbury, to obtain a greater freedom of action 
and a more successful result of their labours, by accepting 
the protection and care of the Bishop of the United Church 
of England and Ireland. I am very ready to support, in a 
suitable manner, young Divines of this kind, when they have 
been examined and found duly qualified, and especially proved 
themselves to be thoroughly grounded in the doctrines of the 
Protestant faith, according to the Augsburg Confession ; and 
I invite you to point out to me any such persons. 



" FREDERICK WILLIAM. 

" To the Minister of State, Eichkorn." 



LETTER OF THE ARCHBISHOP OF CANTERBURY. 

" Lambeth, June 18, I84'2. 

"Sire, — As it seems to me to be desirable that your 
Majesty should be thoroughly acquainted with the relations 
in which the German congregations in Palestine will stand 
with respect to the Bishop of the United Church of England 
and Ireland in Jerusalem, I take the liberty most respectfully 
to submit the following Proposals, which I hope will be agree- 
able to your Majesty: — 

" The Bishop will consider it as his duty to take under hia 
pastoral care and protection all the congregations of the 
German Protestant failh which are within the limits of his 
diocese,, and are inclined to place themselves under his juris- 
diction, and will afford them all the support in his power. 

" The German Liturgy, which has been carefiilly examined 
by me, which is taken from the liturgies received in thechurches 
of your Majesty's dominions, will be used in the celebration 
of Divine service by the Clergymen who are appointed on the 
following principle : — -Young Divines, candidates for the pas- 
toral office in the German Church, who have obtained your 
Majesty's Royal permission to this end, will exhibit to the 
Bishop a certificate from some authority appointed by your 
Majesty, in which their good conduct as well as their qualifi- 
cation for the pastoral office is in every respect attested. The 
Bishop will, of course, take care, in the case of every candidate 
so presented to him, to convince himself of his qualifications 
for the especial duties of his office, of the purity of his failh, 
and of his desire to receive Ordination from the hands of the 
Bishop. As soon as the Bishop has fiiUy satisfied himself 
on these points he will ordain the candidate on his subscribing 
the three Creeds, the Apostles', the N'icenc, and the Athana- 
jian ; and on his taking the oath of obedience to the Bishop 
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and his successor, will give him permission to exercise the 
fmictions of his office. 

'* With respect to the Confirmation of young persons of 
such congregations in Palestine, the Clergyman of the con- 
gregation will prepare them for that purpose in the usual 
manner, will subject them to the requisite examination, and 
receive from them, in the presence of the congregation, the 
profession of their faith. They will then be presented to the 
Bishop, who will confirm them according to the form of the 
Liturgy of the United Church of England and Ireland. 

** With the most profound respect, I have the honour to 
remain. Sire, your Majesty's most sincere and humble 
servant, 

W. CANTERBURY. 

" To His Majesty Frederick William IV., 
King of PncssiaJ" 
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On tJte Prefatory Announcement or Introduction prefixed by 
Prussian Minister to the Document which he has been 
ttructed to make public. 



"We suppose a member of tlie Church of England 
taking up some one of the Newspapers in which the 
document printed above appeared for the first time 
in this country, and reading it clause hy clause, with- 
out any previous knowledge of tlie religious history 
of Prussia, or of those recent negotiations with the 
Archbishop of Canterbury and with the Crown of 
England; the results of which were announced in the 
Prussian State Gazette of the 14th of November, 
1841. We suppose ourselves and our readers to 
be equally ignorant on these points, and we In- 
vite them to accompany us in tracing out those re- 
flections which a first perusal of the document before 
us would seem naturally to suggest to any mind 
which had never wandered far beyond the domestic, 
the parochial, and the diocesan sanctuaries of that 
Church, which it had been used from Baptism to 
identify with the True. 

The document which we are about to examine 
commences with the following Annmmcement : 



"His Majesty has been pleased to address to 
" the Minister of Ecclesiastical Affairs the following 
" orders in respect to the relations of the Bishop of 
" the United Church of England and Ireland in 
" Jerusalem with the German congregation of the 
"Evangelical religion in Palestine." 

An Enghshman reading this learns, in the first 
place, that a foreign King, the King of Prussia, who 
may perhaps have in his dominions several Sects, 
Churches, or Communities, professing themselves to 
be Christian, has addressed certain " Orders" to one 
of his servants, a servant whose title is that of 
" Minister for Ecclesiastical Affairs," that is, we may 
suppose, the King's agent or deputy for dealing with 
the different religious bodies of his suhjects in re- 
spect of their religion. 

But what, it may be asked, has a king or a 
king's servant to do with the religious belief of his 
subjects ? Do they look to liim to make their reli- 
gion, or to govern them ecclesiastically ? Were the 
difierent religious associations which may exist in 
Prussia originally formed and their creeds given them 
by their civil rulers ? About this nothing is told us on. 
the present occasion ; but we can easily conceive 
that in many things the different branches of civil 
and spiritual government may so affect one another 
that the temporal ruler may have need, and may be 
under a duty, both to address and to act towards hia 
subjects in respect of their religion. The King of 



Prussia has issued some orders to his seiraiit, — 
whether with relation to all the religious societies and 
professions in his dominions, or some one or more in 
particular, does not yet appear ; — but let us read on ; 

The orders issued by the King are " in respect of 
the relations of the Bishop of the United Church of 
England and Ireland in Jerasalem" — to certain other 
parties ; it matters not for the present to whom ; 
whoever they may he, we have already something here 
whichconcemaourse/res. TheKingofPrussia'sorders 
have respect to certain relations existing or to exist 
in future between a Bishop of the "One Holy Catho- 
lic and Apostolic Church" to which we belong, — and 
not only of that Church, but of this division of it, 
the Church of England, to which, in consequence of 
the great schism between the East and the West, 
and in later times between the British and the Con- 
tinental Latin Churches, we more particularly be- 
long, — between a Bishop of our Church and reli- 
gion and certain people, whom, without reading 
farther, we suppose of course to belong to some 
class or other of His Majesty's subjects. 

Here is something to set us thinking, — and in 
which we are indeed deeply interested. So it seems 
that a Bishop of our Church and religion is to have 
certain relations to a congregation which is not 
said as yet to be of our Church and religion ; and, 
further, these relations are in some way or other 
connected with orders from the King of Prussia to 
his civil officer : relations our Bishop is to liave ; — 



14 

that is the expression. But what kind of relations 
can an Orthodox Christian Bishop have, as such, 
with any man or bodies of men? This depends 
upon his mission from Christ to convert, baptize^ 
feed, and instruct the nations, and upon the relation, 
in which on the other hand different men or bodies 
of men at different places or times may stand, either 
absolutely or locally, to his office. The relation of 
the Bishop, or Shepherd, to men who have never yet 
belonged to the flock, whether Jews, or Heathens, 
or children of heretics or schismatics, is that of a 
messenger of God sent to announce and convert : 
the relation in which he stands to "the Faithful" 
who have been converted, and are now baptized into 
the flock, is that of a shepherd or steward, to feed, 
to instruct, and to discipline ; the relation in which 
he stands to those who, havmg been baptized into 
the flock, have sinned since against the laws of God 
and the canons of His Church, is that of a judge ; 
while to those who having become excommunicate 
are separate from the Church to which they once 
belonged, it is that of a re-converter, reconciler, 
physician, and absolver. In which then of these four 
relations does or can any Bishop of our Church, — ■ 
of the One True Church, — now stand to any of the 
King of Prussia's subjects '? K he has converted 
and baptized any of them, they are, while they 
Temain in his diocese, his flock ; or if other Bishops 
have converted and baptized any of them, these 
also when they rome into his diocese are equally, 
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by the laws of intercommunion, his flock ; since 
there is but One Bishop in all the Bishops, and One 
Church in all the Churches, and one Bishop or 
Cliurch, as such, differs only locally from another. 
But if any, being of the flock, have sinned, they are 
liable to his excommunication. If any have incurred 
excommunication, they need re-conversion and ab- 
solution. But if none of these is the case, then they 
must stand to him in the hght of people who have 
never been of the flock, — to whom he has still 
the message to deliver, and the grace of the message 
to communicate : in other words, they are to him in 
the relation of people to be converted, and he to 
them of a messenger sent to bring them into the 
true Church. 

It would seem , then, that any Bishop of the Church 
of England or Ireland must already stand in some 
one or other of the four relations above mentioned 
to all subjects of the King of Prussia who may come 
within the sphere of his canonical jurisdiction, what- 
ever that may be ; or who may come in contact 
with Mm any where, where there is no settled dio- 
cesan jurisdiction of Catholic Bishops at all. And 
these relations, wliich exist already, are in their own 
nature necessary, flowing immediately from his mis- 
sion from Christ, and are not subject to the influence 
of any human will, neither of the Bishop himself, 
nor of those towards whom they exist ; while, with 
respect to any change of relation, that must depend 

(on the will and conduct of the two parties, and is 
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incapable of being affected by civil rulers except 
intermediately tbrough their will. 

The question still remains unanswered, What is 
the meaning of the announcement that the King of 
Prussia has issued orders to his Minister in respect 
to the relations of a Bishop of our Church to certain 
of his subjects in Palestine ? and, seeing that what- 
ever these relations are now, or are to be, neither 
the King alone, nor in conjunction with our Bishop, 
can give orders so as to affect them directly, we 
must suppose that the phrase is used somewhat 
loosely, and signifies merely that the orders of the 
King have reference to sometliing within the sphere 
of his power to do or order, which again, is not to 
create or change spiritual relations between our 
Bishops and any other men, but is itself dependent 
upon, and so " has respect to," certain relations, 
which either actually exist, or are expected to exist 
hereafter, between them. But let us leave this point 
for the present; perhaps further light will be thrown 
upon it as we go on. 

The King of Prussia is issuing some "orders" in 
respect of certain relations between a Bishop of our 
Church and some people who are apparently his sub- 
jects. Who are these subjects? and what are their pre- 
sent religious professions, or states ? If we can find this 
out, we shall perhaps better understand what their 
relations with us are in fact now, either generally or 
severally ; and, if they need change, what the Bishop 
of our religion ought to wish to see them become ; we 
hall also understand what they are not now, and what 
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they cannot become without change either on our part 
or on theirs. Who then are they? are they all the 
King of Prussia's suhjects, Heathens, Jews, Moham- 
medans and Christians ? or only a part ? and if so, 
perhaps only Christians? and if only Christians, 
then we must again enquire, whether they are only 
Christians who already profess our Catholic faith and 
religion, and are members of our Apostolic Church, 
(as for instance, descendants of English parents, 
baptized by English Priests,) or whether they are 
any or all of them, of any other form or forms of 
Christianity ? We are told that the parties with 
whom a Bishop of our Church and religion has, or 
is to have certain relations, are " The German con- 
gregation of the Evangelical religion in Palestine." 
Let us examine this : 

"The German congregation." "The," that is, 
some certain definite congregation ; not "any" con- 
gregation or collection of men, but only of Germans. 
But why of Germans ? or why only of Germans ? 
seeing that no king, whether of Germany or of any 
other country, can create by his order relations be- 
tween an Apostolical Bishop and any single human 
soul ; and reUgion, and religious relations to the 
Bishop, who is Christ's servant, are not matters of 
nationality? or why, again, of Germans? seeing that 
many Germans are not subjects of the King of 
Prussia, and mth them his orders can have 
nothing at all to do, — and they maybe in Palestine, 
may be of the same rehgion and form part 
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o[ the same coD^rcsadm or caDection? cv • 
it mean only the Prnsso-Gennan coosresation ? 
Perhaps so ; at least, so far as the present " irderg" 
are coacerDed. But stiQ there is the detmite article 
"The;" "The Prusso-German or German coosresa- 
tion in Palestine." ^^^lat coosregation or coUectioD f 
oDe that is now there, or that is to be ? We shall 
learn presently that there is none there now, bat the 
formatifm ot' one — of a con^resaticMi or coi^rega- 
tioos — " is to be expected under the induence of 
favourable circumstances :" stili, bowevtr, it is to be 
" the" congregation, not " any" or " afl" congr^a- 
tions. Have we any thing- to give dedniteness and 
circumscription to this " The ?" Let us consider, A 
congregatio, congr^ation, collection, or assembly, 
may be a congregation of travellers, or merdiants, of 
men of one rehgion, of various rehgions, or of 
none, congregated and fixed into a congregation by 
human and temporary, or by Divine and permanent 
laws. Now the words which follow look as if they 
would in some degree limit this congregation, about 
which we are enquiring : it is " the German or Prusso- 
German congregation of the Evangelical religion in 
Palestine." There may then be other congregations 
of the Evangelical religion, not Prussian, not German, 
and not in Palestine. However, since place and 
nationality are accidents of no religious import, 
and our enquiry ig about certain religious relations, 
which cxi.st or arc to exist, between a Bishop of our 
rcli^on and this " congregation," — we may perhaps 
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■gleet the adjuncts of " German, or Prusso- 
German" and " in Palestine," and consider the con- 
gregation at present only through the religion by 
which it is said to be distinguished. 

Our Bisliop is to have relations with a certain 
congregation "of the Evangelical religion." "The 
Evangelical rehgion :" what is that? The religion 
of the Good Message : but message imphes a nies- 

iger, and a sender from whom he comes. One 
ich " Evangelical religion" we know, in which the 
message or gospel is the true Faith which was an- 
nounced to us by the true messenger, which we re- 
ceived from him and were required to believe before 
baptism, into which we were baptized, and in which, if 
so be that we stand, we now stand. The messenger 
who announced to us the message, if a Priest, was 
sent to us by the Bishop, the Bishop by the Apostle, 
the Apostle by Christ, and the sender of Christ was 
This One, " Evangelical," Episcopal, Apo- 

ilical, Christian, and Divine religion, we acknow- 
ledge as the only true religion, and as the reUgion 
of our Church, and the Bishops of our Church ; and 
every individual or collection of individuals, whether 
Gremians or of any other nation, who have received 
the good message or gospel from the messengers, and 
have been baptized into it, and remained steadfast 
after Baptism " in the doctrine and fellowship of the 
messengers, in the breaking of the bread, and in 
the prayers," — all such we are bound to own for really 
Evangelical and Apostolical Christians ; and the 
* c2 



universal company or con2;regation of all such 
throughout the world lor tlie One Holy Cathohc 
and Apostolical or Evangelical Church. If then 
any congregation, i. e. any number of men in any 
country, whether Germans or others, he of this 
Evangelical religion, which is the religion of the 
Churcli of England and of its Bishops, as such, it is 
evident that our Bishop in that country (mJess he 
be an intruder) is or ought to be already in relation 
with them as their Bishop, and they with him as his 
flock ; and these are their relations, which have 
neither been made nor are capable of being in- 
fluenced by the orders of kings, but continue neces- 
sarily the same so long as tiie two parties continue 
steadfast in that religion which they profess. 

But if "the Evangelical religion" be not the 
same as the Evangelical religion of the Church of 
England — and of the whole Evangelical or Apo- 
stolic Church, then every member of the Church 
of England is bound to say anathema to any such 
falsely -called Evangelical religion : and if " the con- 
gregation" in question be a collection or assem- 
bly of men not already of our Apostolical rehgion 
and congregation or Church, then it is evident that 
the only way in which they can enter into relations 
with one of our Bishops is by coming over to 
liiH KIHJ nur religion, unless indeed any one of our 
IMnliopK can he found ready to go over from our 
ii'llHitin to tJK'ii-s, 

11 luuiiiiiK'H thoi-ofoR' a matter of the deepest 



interest and importance to ascertain whether "the 
German congregation of the EvangeHcal reUgion in 
Palestine" be, in fact, a congregation of the only 
true Orthodox Evangehcal or Apostolical and Catho- 
lic religion, which is the religion of the Church of 
England, and of the one true Orthodox Catholic and 
Apostolic or Evangelical Church, of which the 
Church of England is a part, or of some other 
falsely-called Evangehcal rehgion and Evangehcal 
Church which is not identical with ours. 

In examining this question, the first thing that 
strikes us, is, that if "the Evangehcal religion" of 
the Germans be the same thing with the truly Evan- 
gelical rehgion of the Church of England, then all 
epithets and titles which express essential attributes 
of either Church must necessarily belong equally 
and in the same sense to both i it will be only from 
accidents that any distinctive epithets can be drawn; 
and of these, the only epithets which imply any 
permanent, or necessary distinction, will be drawn 
from the accident of place. Thus the titles of True, 
Orthodox, Holy, Catholic, and Apostolic, which 
have ever been the recognised and unvarying titles 
of that unity of which the Church of England is a 
local part, will belong equally to the Church of 
Germany, or German Church ; and the title of 
Evangelical, which seems now to be specially affected 
by the " German Church," will belong also, as we 
have seen above, no less truly and necessarily to 
the English. On the other hand, any title or epithet 
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which is expressive only of variable or transient 
accidents, such as Protest or Reformation, which 
may belong to one part of the true Church, will not 
necessarily belong to all, or indeed to any other ; 
nor if it seem to belong to two or more at once, 
will it therefore necessarily belong to them in the 
same sense ; although of course the identity of the 
word would lead us to expect also in the first instance 
an identity of meaning. Again, if the Evangelical 
religion of the German Church be the same with the 
truly EvangeUcal rehgion of our own, and of that 
whole unity of which onr own is a part, then it wUl 
follow that all that is essentially contrary to our 
rehgion is also essentially contrary to the German, 
and vice versa ,- and all that has come down to our 
own particular Church, as CEcumenical law, that is, 
law binding upon the whole Church throughout its 
whole extent, must also be no less CEcumenical law 
for the particular Churches of Germany, and vice 
versa. 

Having premised thus much, we would naturally 
hope that the German Evangelical religion is, in 
fact, the same with our own religion. And, indeed, 
the very use of the words " Church" and " reUgion" 
by the Germans would properly imply tliis : for there 
is of course hut one true Church and one true reli- 
gion, with which our own, at any rate, must be as- 
sumed to be identical ; and if the Germans have any 
right to use the words, theirs must be identical with 
the same, and so by consequence with ours ; except. 



that is, in the one inseparable accident of place, aud 
in such other separable accidents as may be for the 
time connected with it. We propose therefore, for the 
present at least, to concede without further enquiry 
the identity of the German Church and religion 
with our own and with the true ; and to leave them 
to discover their real nature for themselves by 
their agreement or disagreement with those con- 
sequences, which will flow from the application of 
our hypothesis in the examination before us. At 
the same time, it must be confessed that there is 
sometliing in the phraseology of the announcement 
of the Prussian Minister which is calculated to ex- 
cite suspicion. If the two Churches and the two re- 
ligions were identical, we should have expected to 
find their unity put prominently forward, and 
marked by an identity of titles or epithets, especially 
in speaking of relations between a German congre- 
gation and an English Bishop. But this is not the 
case. For to express unity, we should match sub- 
stance with substance, attribute with attribute. 
Church with Church, reUgion with religion, reh- 
gion of the one local Church with rehgion of the 
other local Church, religion of the congregations of 
the one local Church with religion of the congrega- 
tions of the other local Church, the holy religion of 
the one with the holy religion of the other, the 
Apostolical religion of the one with the Apostolical 
religion of the other, the Catholic religion oi the one 
•with the Catholic religion of the other. And these 



three epithets or titles being notoriously taken by the I 
whole Church, the accidental appUcation of any one I 
of them to the German Church, without applying it 1 
at the same time, or even while applying another of 
them to the English, would not be taken popularly to 
express distinction ; but a new title, such as " Evan- 
gehcal," which is not taken popularly or officially by I 
both, must clearly be g'iven with scrupulous attention 1 
to both at once, unless we mean it to be distinctive. I 
To speak of relations between a Bishop and con- 1 
gregations of the rehgion of the Church of England, j 
and congregations of the Evangehcal rehgion of the! 
Chiu'ch of Germany, rather impUes that the rehgion I 
of the Church of England is not Evangelical, 
least not in the sense in which the German rehgion I 
is. But in the ease that we are considering, the | 
Minister of the King of Prussia expresses himself as I 
if he were seeking to avoid as much as possible that ] 
parallelism of names and attributes by which unity 1 
or difference might be revealed. Relations are I 
spoken of, — not between the English Church or I 
Church of England and the German Church or 1 
Church of Germany, — not between a Bishop of the 
Church of England and a Bishop of the Church of 
Germany, — not between a Bishop of (or from) the 
Church of England and Priests or Deacons or lay-, 
men, either already belonging to his own Church or I 
coming to him from the Church of Germany,— but be- 1 
tweena"Bishop"ofa "Church," and a "congregation" J 
of a " religion;" between a "Bishop" of a " Church" l 



described in one place by a title taken from another, 
and a " congregation" of a " religion" described in 
respect of its relations to a living messenger by a 
title expressive perhaps only of a self-asserted 
agreement witb a written message ; between a 
Bishop of a Church which is locally described, but 
of whose religion no essential attributes are men- 
tioned, to a " congregation" within the Bishop's 
diocese, of whose actual relations to any " Church" 
nothing at present is said, but which is distinguished 
apparently from him, and from the congregations of 
his Church, of whatever speech or rite or blood 
they may be, by the profession of " the Evangelical 



n the Substance of the Orders addressed by the King of 
Prussia to his Minister for Ecclesiastical Affairs. 
IThe servant has spoken, announcing the publica- 
Ibn of certain orders addressed to himself by his 
master; the publication of the Royal Letter in which 
the orders in question are conveyed, together with 
another document to which they refer, being in 
fact part of the orders themselves ; so that the King 
partly gives orders to his Minister, partly by the 
same act makes an announcement to the public ; 
i, e, to all his subjects and to the world at 
large through his Minister. The consideration of 
the introductory preface prefixed by the Minister to 
Jhe publication of the King's letter, has served us 
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for an introduction to the consideration of the Royal 
Letter itself, to which we now proceed ; premis- 
ing only that as the King's Letter refers to another 
document (a letter from the Archbishop of Canter- 
bury, which it communicates), we shall at present 
confine our examination of it to the substance of 
the orders which it contains; reserving the con- 
sideration of its announcements and general phrase- 
ology, till we come to read and examine the letter of 
the English Archbishop to wliich it refers, and upon 
the knowledge of which it proceeds. 

The substance of the King's orders to his Minister 
" in respect of the relations of our Bishop to ' the' 
German 'congregation' in Palestine," may be ex- 
pressed briefly thus : 

" You will publish in the State Gazette a letter 
from the Archbishop of Canterbury addressed to 
me which I send you herewith, together with the 
letter which I now address to yourself, and by 1 
which I give you these orders. 

"You will make it your business to find and to 
point out to me young Divines 

"Desirous of going as Missionaries to Palestine 
to convert the Jews, 

"Duly quahfied for the Pastoral Office, and for j 
the Mission they desire to undertake, and 

" Willing to accept the protection and Pastoral 
care of the English Bishop who is in that country ; 

"As I am disposed to devote certain sums of I 
monev to the maintenance of such Missionaries." 



If the King of Prussia's orders had appeared pre- 
cisely in this their simplest form, divested of all 
accompanying notices and phraseology, and we had 
had nothing else to guide us, we might have rea- 
soned on them in some such way as the following : 

It seems that the King of Prussia does not at 
all pretend to make or change any spiritual relations 
existing or to exist between our Bishop and any of 
his subjects : he merely offers money to a certain 
class of persons, wlio are to deal with our Bishop 
for themselves : thus some portion of our former 
difficulty is removed. 

Further, it appears evident from these orders of 
the King of Prussia, that those of his subjects who 
are or are to he in a certain relation to one of our 
Bishops are already of the true rehgion and the true 
Church : for some of them are described as Divines : 
" Young Divines." But where there is Divinity, 
that is, tnie Divinity, there is of course Clu-is- 
tianity ; for a Divine is something more than a 
simple baptized beUever; and even "a Believer," 
in the strict sense, implies the true Faith and the 
true Church. The ICing of Prussia, therefore. Is 
speaking of certain people who are not only mem- 
bers of the true Church already hut Students at 
least of her true Divinity, candidates if not already 
Ordained for her true Ordination, and aspiring to 
be sent by her true and Apostohcal authority on a 
distant mission, for the purpose of teaching and 
converting others. 



These people then are evidently members already 
of our reli^on, faith, and Church, ^'tbr there is but 
one true reti^on, £uth, and Church, and he is a 
heretic who thinks otherwise) odIt of a di^rent 
local part of it : they are some of a class, that is, of 
the whole body of Divines beloosing; to the Ger- 
man or Pmsso-German branch of the one Catholic 
and Apostolic or Evunselical Church ; the}- are 
" youi^/' as recently ordained, or only candidates 
perhaps for Orders, and so distinguished from old 
or elder Divines of their Church who have long 
since obtained them. 

Their mission and Ordination the " young Di- 
vines" look to receive, we may suppose, from the 
same source from whence the older Divines of their 
own true Orthodox Catholic and Apostolic or 
Evangelical (also called " Protestant,") German 
Church have already received theirs. The King, 
as an Orthodox believer and devout son of the 
Church, does not pretend to send or ordain: he 
leaves that to her Apostolical authoritj- ; and con- 
fines himself to giving money and encouragement 
for the support of her Missions. 

But further, it seems that there are already Or- 
tliodox Christians — Missionaries from other parts of 
the Church perhaps — and especially a Bishop, in that 
distant country to which the zeal of the young 
DivineH in question, and their King's pious munifi- 
cence, in concurrence with the spiritual authority 
of the "German Protestant," that is, Evangelical or 
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Catholic Church, is about to send them. These 
Cliristians and Missionaries with their Bishop are " of 
the United Church of England and Ireland," that is, 
of the very same One, True, Orthodox Catholic and 
Apostolic or Evangelical faith, religion, and Church, 
to which the young Divines themselves belong, 
only from a different part of it and from a different 
country. It is in fact the same thing as if the Bishops 
of the English Church had already sent a Bishop and 
Missionaries to New Zealand, before the Scotch or 
American branches of the same One, True, Catholic 
and Apostolical or Evangelical religion, assisted by 
the money of some pious prince or nohleman, had re- 
solved to send certain young Divines from among 
themselves to work in the same field. 

We suppose then the Church of the young 
German Divines to be a true Church, sister to 
our own, and part of the same unity, and the 
Divines themselves to be of the same Evangelical 
religion with our Bishop : and all the language 
hitherto employed, and the circumstances of the 
whole affair bear us out in this supposition. For 
the King of Prussia does not surely seek to send out 
Missionaries of any other rehgion than his own ; and 
he supposes that these Missionaries of his religion 
will he ready to be under the pastoral care of a 
Bishop of our religion ; which implies that both he 
and they are already of the same religion with our 
Bishops, and enjoy their communion ; just as in the 
parallel case which we have supposed above, young 
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Divines from the Scotch or American Churchd 
would naturally be willing to be \mder the pastoral 
care of Bishop Sel»-\-n in New Zealand, inasmuch 
as they are of the same Evangelical or Apo- 
stolical Church and religion already, and already 
aijoy his commuiiion ; while to speak of Ministers 
erf the Presbyterian Kirk of Scotland or of the In- 
dependents or Wesleyan ilethodists, or of young 
Di^-iues professing any of these three ' ' Evangelical 
religions," or preparing for their ministr)-, or seek- 
ing to be sent by their authority on any mission, 
being willing to accept the pastoral care of Bishop 
Selwyn, would be absurd ; because they are not as 
vet even members of his Evangelical Church and 
religion, and thev must become so, and obtain his 
ContiniiNion, and become Di\-ines of his Theologjs 
and candidates for such Orders and mission as are 
recognised by his Church, and further, be ordained 
and sent by him, before they can be under his pastoral 
care as Missionaries; and then their Religion, Church, 
Divinity, Orders, and Mission, will not be those of 
their former so-called Evangelical rehgions, whicii 
thuy have quitted and renounced, but his to whose 
communion they have come. 

It is quite evident then that the King of Prussia 
supposes himself and llie joung Divines whom he 
iiiteadw to support, and if so. the elder Divines also, 
uiid tlieir whole Church, to be already of the same 
Evwigeliciil ix'Iigion with us, and in full communion 
i^tli our Bishoj)s. 
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But if this be indeed the case, we have no more 
to do than to enquire, first, what are the laws of the 
one true Evangelical Churcli with respect to inter- 
communion of laymen and Clergy coming from one 
part of it to another; and then, secondly, what are 
its laws with respect to the jurisdiction of Bishops, 
so far as they bear upon the present question. 

Now, with respect to intercommunion of laity 
and Clergy, the Laws or Canons of the whole Church 
require that the believer who goes from his own 
parish and diocese to another, produce a certificate 
that he is in communion with the Bishop of the 
place from whence he comes, signed either by that 
Bishop himself, or, it may be, by the spiritual 
authority representing him pro tempore, if the See 
is vacant. This certificate he exhibits to the Bishop, 
or his representative, in that place to which he 
comes ; and if on further personal examination he 
appears orthodox and otherwise admissible, he is 
admitted, and has a right to be admitted, to the 
communion. This is the law, which if it is ever 
more or less neglected in practice, yet is always 
presumed to have been compfied with in theory. 
According to this law the behever who goes from 
one place to another has a right to the communion 
of the Church (i. e. the true or Evangehcal Church) 
in the place to which he comes, on producing 
certain certificates ; on the otlier hand, he is bound 
to seek the communion of the Bishop of the place, 
and to produce, when required, the canonical cer- 
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tificate. The Bishop also has a right to the allegiance 
and obedience of all believers who come within his 
sphere; while, on the other hand, he is bound to 
give them the communion on their fulfilling the 
canonical conditions. Thus then young Scottish or 
German Divines of the true Evangelical religion, 
when they found themselves within the sphere of 
Bishop Selwyn, or of any other rightful Bishop, 
would be bound to exhibit Letters Commendatory, 
or certificates of their having been baptized and- 
confirmed, of their being in communion, and free' 
from all canonical bond of excommunication, frook 
the Bishop of the true and Evangelical Church in the' 
countries of Germany or Scotland from whence they 
came ; and upon exhibiting such documents, and 
further shewing that they were personally orthodox 
and had continued free from crime in the interval, 
they would have a right to the communion. On 
the other hand, their thus seeking the communion 
and submitting to the jurisdiction of the Bishop 
would be no less a duty on their part, than thej 
giving of the communion to them if quahfied, and' 
the exercising of jurisdiction over them, would be a' 
duty on the part of the Bishop ; and both they and' 
he would sin against the laws of the whole true i 
Evangelical Church, and subject themselves, tl 
one to excommunication, the other to deposition, 
they acted otherwise. 

But here we are met by a great difficulty : for-j 
though the relations of young Divines of the truly 
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Evangelical Church and rehgion to any Bishop of 
the sanie Church and rehgion (withont respect to 
national origin) into whose sphere they may come, 
are quite clear, and obvious, and necessary, the 
language used by the King of Prussia on the present 
occasion seems to make them dependent upon 
private choice. Without recurring to the suspicion 
of two heterogeneous Churches and reUgions im- 
plied in the different names given to the English 
and the German Churches, (while there is in truth 
only one true and homogeneous Church and rehgion,) 
without recurring at length to this — it cannot fail 
to strike every one as most extraordinary, if the 
King of Prussia's Evangelical rehgion, and the 
Evangelical religion of his Divines be indeed the 
same with our truly Evangelical religion, that he 
should give his Minister such ordere as he does. For 
if it were so, then, as we have seen, it would follow 
that whether he goes Mmself within the sphere of 
any of our Bishops, or any others of his subjects — 
laymen or Divines, young or old Divines — go thither, 
their relations to our Bishop are already fixed, and 
their duty towards him in respect of their relations, 
and his towards them, is a matter of Catholic or 
Evangehcal law, so that either party failing of it 
loses in fact the possession of that common Evan- 
gelical or Apostolical rehgion which we suppose 
them both to have at the outset. And yet, all this 
notwithstanding, the King desires his Minister to 
find for him young German Divines of their Evan- 



geticalChurch and religion, who will " be willing" — to 
do what? To seek the communion of the Evangelical 
Bishop into whose sphere they are going ? and to 
exhibit to him the letters or certificates required by 
the Canons in order to the obtaining of it "? Nothing 
at all of this kind. Not one word is said about 
communion, or the terms of obtaining it ; all that 
has respect to this is taken for granted, as it 
seems to have been done previously, as a matter of ' 
course : — ^to do what then ? Why, to do that which 
they must necessarily do, or cease to be of the Evan- 
gelical or Apostolical religion, — to do what the CEcu- 
menical Canons imperatively require, —to submit 
themselves (after having canonically obtained his 
communion) to the " pastoral care" of the EvangeUcal 
Bishop, into whose sphere of Diocesan or Missionary 
jurisdiction they are about to go ! This is strange 
indeed : but this is not all : there is something still 
more strange yet to notice : for though we, in order 
to keep up our hypothesis of a unity in religion, 
have spoken of their " submitting themselves" to 
the jurisdiction of the Evangehcal Bishop in Pales- 
tine, this idea of " submission," as implying a prior 
claim on the Bishop's part to govern, nowhere 
occurs in the document which we are considering. 
The King desires only that the young Divines re- 
commended to him should be willing to "accept" 
the "protection and pastoral care" of the Bishop; 
and that not as a necessary duty, required by the 
' profession of the true Evangelical or Aposto- 
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lical religion, but as a matter of choice and ex- 
pediency, as a proceeding "desirable in order to 
obtain" — not the communion of the Evangehcal 
Bishop, which is indispensable to the jireservation of 
their spiritual life, not Ordination and Mission from 
him when they have finished their studies, but — 
" a greater freedom of action, and a more successful 
result of their labours ! " 

There is much information contained in these 
few words of the King of Prussia, and much light is 
thrown by them on the nature of his Evangelical reli- 
gion — of our Evangehcal religion, if it be so — since 
we have seen that he desires us to consider his reli- 
gion and our own as the same ; and the same indeed 
they must evidently be, unless one of them ia no 
Evangelical religion at all. 

The Minister is directed to find " young Divines" 
of the Evangelical religion, who may be willing to 
accept the protection and pastoral care of the 
Evangelical Bishop of our nation when witliin the 
sphere of his mission. " Wlio may be wilUng;" 
and that on grounds of expediency- There may be 
other young Divines then of the same Church, who 
may go equally on that mission, though perhaps 
supported by other friends, and who may not " be 
wilUng to accept," and may noi "think it desirable;" 
or who may remain in Germany, and hold there and 
act upon such principles and opinions as would not 
allow them to "accept," if they were to go. The 
one party which may not be willing, which refuses 
n 2 
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upon grounds either of principle or expediency to be 
subject to the Evangelical or Apostolical Bishop, 
equally consists of young "Divines," (that is, some- 
thing more than " faitliful men" in full communion 
with the Evangelical Church,) equally aspiring as stu- 
dents of EvangeHcal divinity afterOrders and Mission, 
and with an equal prospect of obtaining both ; — in- 
deed we know already that both are to be obtained in 
Germany, in the German branch of the Evangelical 
or Apostolical Church ; for we have before observed 
that the very words Religion, Church, Divines, and 
Missions, all imply the existence of the Apostolical 
or Evangehcal source and office from whence they 
proceed. We do not wonder then so much that the 
young Divines " who may not be willing" to acknow- 
ledge a certain foreign Bishop should have a prospect 
of obtaining these things from their own Church ; 
but we do wonder that the spiritual authority of 
their own Church, (that is, their own Evangelical 
Bishop or synod,) which we presumed, as a matter 
of course, from the verj' unity of the Evangelical 
reUgion, from our knowledge of the CEcumenical 
Canons, and from the King of Prussia's own 
language, to recognise our Evangelical Church and 
Bishop in Palestine, — we wonder, and have cause 
to wonder, that this authority should leave it to the 
discretion either of its old or young Divines, or of 
its lay communicants, when going within the sphere 
of our Bishop, to decide whether they will be under 
him or not. The King evidently prefers that they 
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Bhould : we wondered before at this, seeing that the 
laws of our common Evangelical religion require they 
should, on pain of being excommunicated by the 
whole Church. Perhaps the spiritual authorities, 
the EvangeUcal German Bishops, also prefer the 
same, and the King is influenced by their wishes : 
but this would be a wonder greater than the last ; lor 
the Evangelical German Bishops or authorities are 
bound by the laws of their religion, of the whole 
EvangeMcal Church, not only to prefer but to com- 
mand, and to give and receive Letters Communica- 
tory ; and, neglecting this, are to be treated as ex- 
communicate themselves by all other Orthodox 
Bishops and Churches which ahide by the Evangelic 
rules. Nor again, even if the spiritual authority 
of the German Evangelical Church had renounced 
its own powers and duties, and incurred or deserved 
to incur the ban of all other Churches by making 
that discretionary in its members which the CEcu- 
menical Canons make imperative, does the difficulty 
stop here. For the German Evangelical Church, in 
as much as she allows the truly Evangelical among 
her members to obey the Evangelical Canons and 
Discipline by seeking in the canonical way the com- 
munion of the Evangelical Bishop into whose diocese 
they may go, and afterwards continuing subject to 
his rule, clearly makes herself a party to their 
choice and obedience by giving them the canonical 
letters and certificates necessary in order to claim 
communion, and by receiving and acknowledging 
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them, when they or any others come hack with 
similar letters from the Bishop whom they have 
thought proper to acknowledge and ohey : (and 
much more is this the case, if any young Divines 
should finish their studies under the foreign Bishop 
and afterwards return no longer as young Divines, 
but as ordained by him to be Priests or Deacons 
of bis Clergy.) And yet again, on tbe other band, 
tb' s same German Evangelical Church by allowing its 
members to decline obedience to tbe Bishop abroad 
and yet continuing to them its communion and even 
giving them Orders and Mission to act apart from 
tbe Bishop of themselves, or in her name, becomes 
no less clearly a party to their non-obedience, and 
is divided against herself ; first abdicating her own 
Evangelical mission and authority, and throwing 
upon the private judgment of her children and 
Missionaries what she is sent to order and they 
bound to obey ; next setting at nought, and allowing 
others to set at nought, the discipline of the Uni- 
versal Church ; and lastly, recognising at once and 
not recognising tbe same foreign Bishop ; giving cer- 
tificates to some of her cliildren who please to submit 
themselves to him, and giving Orders and Mission to 
others who " do not please," to preach and celebrate 
Sacraments in her name apart from him, within the 
sphere of his mission or jurisdiction. 

We will not now pursue this difficulty further ; nor 

,», ■"peculate upon those suspicions which it must ex- 

ir renew as to the truth of the assumption, that 



the German Evaogelical religion is identical with 
our own. For the present we will still continue on 
in the same Une, and draw some practical conse- 
quences from our recent discovery which may be 
not without importance to ourselves. To concede 
then once more that all is right, and that the fault 
has been on our side, that is, that the statements which 
we have made above as of our own knowledge con- 
cerning the nature of our rehgion were erroneous, — 
it seems that an Evangelical Christian, or even 
Divine of the Evangehcal Church, is not ab- 
solutely obliged to submit to the Bishop of his re- 
ligion wherever he may be, — especially not if the 
Bishop be a native of another country : he is free 
to accept or not the pastoral care and protection 
of the Bishop, according as he may judge it to be 
more or less desirable. Tliis is what we certainly 
did not know before ; but since it comes to us 
on good authority, from a King of the Evangeli- 
cal rehgion, to the members of our Evangelical 
EstabUshment, let us accept it and apply it 
to ourselves. Well then : if we are Evangehcal 
Christians, or young or old Divines, and belong to 
the Church and diocese of Oxford, we are not 
obliged to accept the protection and pastoral care 
of the Evangelical Bishops of Canterbury or London, 
any further than Acts of Parhament may make it 
desirable ? if we go into the diocese of Aberdeen 
we may, if we please, " accept " the pastoral care of 
the Scottish Bishop, but we may equally, if it is more 



to our feelings, worship apart from him, in common 
perhaps with the whole Parliamentary, or rather 
Conventional " Establishment," which enjoys the 
sympathies of its " Sister," and the exclusive sup- 
port of the Crown? And again, if we go to Pales- 
tine itself, — whether young Divines or not, whether 
with or without zeal to convert the Jews, — we may 
accept or not, according as we may be willing, the 
protection of the Evangelical Bishop Alexander who 
is there ? 

The announcement of such an extent of liberty 
to Christians in the Evangelical Church will be 
astonishing, no doubt, to many, but the privilege 
is one which may possibly have its vjdue even 
to those who would be least willing to avail 
themselves of it; and the knowledge of our rights, 
if rights they be, may have been reserved to be re- 
vealed to us by the King of Prussia and those with 
whom he has negotiated just at the moment that it 
is likely to be most wanted. 

But we are far from having yet pursued this prin- 
ciple to all its consequences. The young Divines of 
the Evangelical religion in Palestine who are free to 
accept or refuse the care of the Evangelical Bishop, 
draw after them, as we have seen, by imphcation, 
the young Divines and the elder Divines of the same 
religion in Palestine who are equally free not to 
accept : this freedom which they bring with them, 
must of course have existed previously in Germany, 
from whence they brought it: consequently, we must 
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Divines, young and old, use their Ubeity in following, 
while others use their liberty in not following the 
Evangelical Bishop of the district ; while yet both 
parties are equally of the Evangelical religion, 
equally Divines, and equally qualified to be ordained, 
whether for submission or rebellion, by the accom- 
modating charity of the Evangelical Synod. It may 
well indeed seem a difficulty how young Divines 
should ever obtain Ordination, if they were known 
beforehand to hold principles which would prevent 
them from " accepting" the pastoral care of their 
Bishops ; but this difficulty is somewhat lessened 
when we reflect that the facility of the Bishops of 
the Evangelical religion in ordaining and sending 
Clergy who are free before and after Ordination to 
obey or disobey, to act under or apart from theBishop, 
(at any rate from all other Bishops than the one 
who ordains them,) is no more than we might have 
been led to expect from the similar largeness ad- 
mitted by the Evangelical religion in the still more 
essential point of communion : for we have seen that 
the King of Prussia supposes all his Divines, young 
and old, of both classes, — both those who will accept 
and those who will not accept the pastoral care of the 
Bishops, — to be equally of the Evangelical religion, 
equally in communion with one another, with the 
German Chuich, and with the Evangelical Bishops 
whether in Palestine or elsewhere. He says not a 
word of obtaining the communion of the Bishop in 



Palestine either for the one class or the other : that 
he supposes, and rightly, in virtue of the unity of the 
Evangelical religion and Church, both parties, and 
himself, and the whole German Church to be pos- 
sessed of already: he speaks merely of the dis- 
cretionary choice of putting themselves, whether 
before or after Ordination, under pastoral care ; a 
thing wliich has notliing to do with communion, but 
leaves both parties equally in enjoyment of that 
privilege. Thus we have now of the Evangelical 
religion in Palestine the following different classes 
of persons ; first the Bishop, who happens to be an 
English subject consecrated by English Bishops ; 
secondly and thirdly, English and German Evan- 
gelical Clergy ordained by him, or by English, or 
Scotch, or American, or German EvangeUcal Bishops, 
some of whom are " willing," some, perhaps, not 
" willing to accept his pastoral care ;" fourtlily and 
fifthly, Evangelical laity, and young Divines from 
Germany and England, some of whom are willing, 
some perhaps not wiUing, to accept his pastoral 
care, and " place themselves" under him. All these, 
we repeat, are equally of the Evangelical religion, 
and are supposed equally to enjoy the communion 
of the Bishop. 

This theory of the Evangehcal Church and re- 
ligion presents to our view a truly wonderful com- 
bination of the most opposite principles. Viewed 
from one point, it has the appearance of Divine au- 
thority descending from above, teaching, and form- 
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ing through Sacraments a Church, — precisely after 
the idea of "Popery:" but the diiference is still very 
great: "Popery" is "exclusive" and imperative; 
Evangelical Episcopacy is "inclusive" and only 
permissive. By those who " are vrilling" so to view 
it, — to " place themselves" under the jurisdiction of 
the Bishop as laymen or young Divines, to seek 
his Ordination, and to accept his mission and 
pastoral care after Ordination, — there may be real- 
ized subjectively the whole system of " Catholi- 
cism ;" while if any young Divines after having 
sought and obtained his Ordination, or any elder 
Divines ordained in Germany are not willing, or do 
not think it desirable, to accept his pastoral care, to 
these also the Bishop is just so much as they desire, 
and no more. Men desire Orders of him ; sofarthen 
he has authority to give Orders : they have obtained 
them, and now desire not to be subject any further to 
canonical obedience : liis claims over them, so far as 
any binding necessity is concerned, shrink to the 
dimensions of their own will : they are free to act 
independently of him, and to realize to themselves 
the whole theory of Presbyterianism or Indepen- 
dency either in Palestine or in Germany, without 
at all thereby forfeiting his communion. Again 
the laity, whether young Divines or others, may 
submit to him and to his Clergy as " Catholics" if 
they please, or may follow Clergy who act apart from 
him either in bodies as Presbyteries or singly as In- 
dependent "Ministers," and so may resemble Pres- 
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byterian or Independent laity, without at all ceasing 
to be of the EvanseUcal religion, or losing the com- 
munion of the Bishop. The Bishop himself is to the 
Clergy whom he has ordained and who choose to obey 
him, and to the lait\- who choose to be under both 
him and them, identical with a " Popish " or " Catho- 
lic " Bishop to any extent they may desire, except 
in uncharitable exclusiTeness. or anathemas against 
heretics ; to Presbrters who do not choose to obey 
him, and to flocks who choose to follow a company 
of such Presbrters, he is as a Presbj-ter of the 
Presbytery, so far at least as communion is con- 
cerned ; to individual Presbrters who follow neither 
him nor any Presbj-terj-, and to flocks who listen to 
them, he is as a brother Independent Minister. But 
herein hes the wonder and the novelty, that whereas 
the first Presbyterians, having once shewn that they 
were " not willing" to place themselves under, nor 
to accept the pastoral care of Bishops, were cut off 
by them from communion, and were obUged to 
subsist as a separate Church or " Congregation" by 
themselves, and to begin a new succession of their 
Presbytery or Pastorate by Presbjlerian Ordina- 
tions, — and whereas the first Independents having 
once shewn that they were " not willing" to accept 
the pastoral care either of Bishops or Presbyteries, 
were cut off by them, or rather voluntarily went 
out of themselves from their former communion, 
and subsisted thenceforth as a separate " Denomi- 
nation," beginning a new "Ministry" of their own 



by Lay Ordinations, — all the disagreements of the 
three systems are now reconciled, as it would seem, 
and all their separations reunited in one com- 
munion by the true Evangelical religion. The 
Bishop, by authorizing and recognising the prin- 
ciple of rebellion, both for Priests and laity, makes 
it cease in a manner to be such ; he ordains (whether 
in Palestine or Germany it matters not) Presby- 
terian and Independent ministers alike, who with 
their flocks equally enjoy his communion, and 
derive authority, which they are pleased to accept, 
from him, and liberty, which he allows them the 
right to take, from themselves. Thus the Presby- 
terian and Independent systems evolve themselves in 
harmony with the Episcopal as from one root ; and 
everj' shade of faith or opinion, together with every 
' ' form of Church government" to which Episcopal 
toleration may be extended by a charity which 
anathematizes nobody, own the Evangelical Bishops 
as their common centre of unity and communion, 
their common source of religious respectability and 
political protection. 

With these consequences necessarily involved, it 
cannot surely long remain a question on either side, 
whether Clergy ordained hy an Evangelical Bishop 
may safely or lawfully use the pulpits of Presbyte- 
rian or Independent ministers who have not hitherto 
had the same advantage with themselves, in conse- 
quence of the less enlarged views of former times, — 
or whether, on the other hand, Presbj-terians and 



Independents should not now, for the future, prefer 
to receive Ordination from Evangelical Bishops. 



SECTION III. 

On the Introductory Part of the Archbishop of Canterbury's 
Letter to the King of Prussia. 
In the preceding Section we have considered the 
orders addressed by the King of Prussia to his 
Minister : we have shewn that these orders — as well 
as the prefatory announcement of the Minister, who 
inserted them in the Gazette — assume an identity 
of Evangelical religion and intercommunion to 
exist already between the German Evangelical 
Church and the Church of England, and relate 
in themselves only to the publishing of a Letter 
from an English Archbishop, and the finding and 
recommending to the King of young Divines 
(already of our common Evangelical religion and 
communion), who may be willing to avail them- 
selves of certain terms or offers which it contains. 
As the publication of this Letterj and the announce- 
ment of the King's disposition to encourage the 
acceptance of its proposals, is evidently the chief 
object with His Majesty in issuing his orders, we 
will not now dwell any longer on the orders them- 
selves, but will proceed at once to examine the 
document which they have been made the means of 
communicating to the " German Protestant" or 
"Evangelical" Church. 
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The Letter itself is from the Archbishop of Can- 
terbury, the chief Bishop of our true and Evan- 
gelical religion ; the same which is termed by Act 
of Parliament " The Protestant Reformed Reli- 
gion," and by the Church herself *' The Catholic 
Religion." It is addressed to the King of Prussia. 
It does not treat of any spiritual or ecclesiastical 
relations existing or to exist between that monarch 
personally and the Evangelical Diurch of England, 
nor between his Evangelical German Church as a 
whole and our Evangelical English Church. That, 
indeed, would be clearly superfluous : for there can 
be but one true Evangelical Church and religion 
whether in Germany or England, and therefore our 
mutual relations, so far as communion is concerned, 
are rightly taken for granted. About what, then, 
does the Letter treat ? It treats about certain 
secondary matters of detail relating chiefly to the 
liberty and option which Evangelical Christians, 
and young Divines not yet ordained, have, as it 
seems, of " accepting" or not " accepting," the 
" protection and pastoral care" of the Evangelical 
Bishop, into whose sphere they may come ; and of 
these not generally, with respect to the laws of the 
whole Evangelical Church, or even of the English 
or German Churches, but only locally and particu- 
larly, with respect to the greater or less advantages 
which one certain English Evangelical Bishop in 
Palestine, a suflTragan of the see of Canterbury, may 
be able (consistently, it is to be presumed, with the 



Canons of the English and of the whole Evangelical 
Church) to hold out to German Christians and 
Divines of our common religion, who may come 
within his sphere, and so have to make up their 
minds whether it is more or less desirable to accept 
hia ofTers. 

The question may here be asked, why should 
the Archbishop, if he desired to communicate any 
offers or plans in his own name or in the name of 
his suffragan to the German Evangelical Church 
and her members, do so through the King, who, 
though a member of that Church, is a layman, and 
not in any sense the representative of her Apostolic 
authority ? Why did he not rather write to the 
Evangelical Bishops of that country his colleagues, 
either severally or to their Synod ? or at any rate 
to the spiritual rulers who are in the place of the 
Apostles ? Perhaps he would have preferred to do so ; 
but the King of that country, it may be, is jealous of 
the spiritual power, and allows no missives to come 
from foreign Churches without passing through 
his own hands ; or perhaps it is customary there, in 
virtue of the union of Church and State, to address 
all communications intended for the Spirituality and 
the Church, through the King. These suppositions 
would offer some explanation ; but we should have 
looked in that case to find the King requested in 
the Archbishop's Letter, either to transmit to the 
Spirituality and to the Church some other accom- 
pfinying missive intended for them, or at least to 



make known to them the substance of his communi- 
cation. Tliis, however, is not the case. The Arch- 
bishop does not so much as hint in his Letter that he 
wishes to atldress any other than the King himself. 
" It seems to me," he says, "desirable that your 
" Majesty should know exactly the relations in which 
" the German congregations in Palestiue will stand 
" with respect to the Bishop of the United Church of 
" England and Ireland in Jerusalem." What is it, 
we may ask in our own minds, that the Archbishop 
thinks it desirable the King should know ? " The 
relations in which the German congregations will 
stand ;" i. e. the German congregations of the 
Evangelical Church; of which we have had mention 
already. " The relations in which they will stand :" 
that is, not in respect of communion ; their relations 
in that respect being, as we have seen before, fixed 
and necessary, flowing from the essential unity of 
the Evangelical religion, from its known laws, and 
from that mutual recognition of the German and 
English Evangelical Churches, which is assumed 
throughout, and about which not one word is said. 
The relations spoken of, in which they will stand in 
Palestine to our Bishops, are evidently relations 
capable of being made the subject of negotiation, on 
matters of local detail and arrangement. We have in 
fact already learned what they are, and we may para- 
phrase the Archbishop's words thus, — " Inasmuch 
as German Evangelical communicants and Divines 
or students in Divinity, or even whole congve- 
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gations, may probably come within the sphere of 
our English Evangelical Bizihop in Palestine, and 
will then have to use their Evangelical liberty in 
considering whether they are willing or not willing 
to accept his protection and pastoral care, it seems 
to me desirable that they should know what advan- 
tages our Bishop is ready or able to offer, and wV.at 
precise stipulations he will make in matters of 
detail, left open for him to decide upon by the 
Canons of our common Evangelical Church and 
religion." It is no doubt desirable, and will be a 
great convenience to both parties, to know dis- 
tinctly beforehand what each can offer, and what 
each expects from the other, and with what con- 
ditions the transaction will be attended, if they 
agree to enter into a certain relation, which they 
are free to enter into or not according as may seem 
to them most "desirable for greater freedom of 
action, and the more successful result of their 
labours," but which whether they enter into or not, 
they are equally members and Divines of the same 
Evangelical religion, and in full communion with 
one another. Still our former question recurs ; 
why does not the Archbishop say distinctly that he 
thinks it very desirable that the German Evan- 
gelical Christians and Divines who may any of them 
go to Pnlestine, "should know," or, for their sake, 
that the whole German Evangelical Church " should 
know ;" since these are evidently the parties in- 
terested ? The only solution of this difficulty that 
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occurs to us at present is, that the Archbishop may- 
have selected the King as his instrnment for com- 
municating what he has to communicate to the 
German Evangelical Church, and although he has 
not directly requested him to undertake this office, 
he yet meant in fact to do so, and that the King is 
now only fulfilling his wishes, by publishing the 
Letter nominally addressed to him, but virtually to 
the Evangelical Church and her members, in the 
State Gazette. 

We have still, however, another observation to 
make before we pass on. The Archbishop thinks 
it very " desirable that His Majesty should be 
thoroughly acquainted with the relations in which 
the German congregation will stand, Sic." Our ob- 
servation is this ; that, as nothing is done or said 
absolutely without a reason, it might be worth 
while to ascertain if we could why the sentence is 
thrown into the neutral form ; as if some physical 
or necessary relation were spoken of instead of 
one depending upon human will on both sides ; 
when it would have been so much clearer and 
simpler to say, " should know distinctly on what 
terms the Evangelical Bishop, whom I have sent 
into Palestine, will receive under his protection and 
pastoral care (and ordain, if they desire Ordina- 
tion.) Christians and Divines of our common Evan- 
gelical religion and communion coming into the 
sphere of his mission in Palestine from the Evangeli- 
cal Church of your Majesty's dominions?" But 
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even if the sentence had been so worded, there 
would still have been one more question for us to 
ask in passing, and that is, In virtue of what neces- 
sity ^^will" the relations be of such or such a kind? 
or '* will'' the Bishop in Palestine offer such or such 
terms? Clearly not in virtue of any physical 
necessity; nor of one derived from any principle 
or Canon common to the whole Evangelical 
Church ; for then the King of Prussia and the 
Prussian Evangelical Church would have known it 
as a matter of course. It must be then either in 
virtue of some particular and accidental law of the 
Evangelical Church in England, or of some power 
in the Archbishop of Canterbury himself to pre- 
scribe to the Bishop in Palestine rules for his con- 
duct, or lastly, in virtue of knowledge had by the 
Archbishop of the Bishop's personal intentions. But 
we will now proceed. 

The Archbishop begins his Letter thus : ''As it 
seems to me desirable that your Majesty should be 
thoroughly acquainted with the relations in which 
* the ' German congregations in Palestine will 
stand'' to the Bishop whom I have sent thither, '^ I 
take the liberty most respectfully " — to do what ? 
we may ask ; to impart to your Majesty, and 
through your Majesty to the Evangelical Chris- 
tians and Divines who may go to Palestine from 
Germany, the information in question ? This is 
what we should have expected ; but we do not read 
this in the Letter. What the Archbishop takes the 
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I to do ia, not to impart the information so 
desirable fis to what "will be the relations," &c. 
but to "submit" " proposals" as to what those 
relations may be, if the proposals are accepted by 
tlie party to whom they are made. And they are 
made,~to whom ? to the German Evangelical 
Church ? Not a word is said to tliis effect : they are 
made and submitted to the King himself; and the 
Aichbisliop " hopes they will be agreeable to His 
Majesty," 

We shall now, with more correctness than before, 
paraphrase the whole sentence thus : " As it seems 
to me desirable that your Majesty should know 
exactly on what terms our Evangelical Bishop will 
offer your Evangelical brethren and subjects the 
option of his protection and pastoral care, I take 
the liberty of making known to your Majesty on 
what terms he will offer the advantages aforesaid. 
If your Majesty approves of the same ; in other 
words, we are desirous of concerting the terms with 
your Majesty, and offer the following proposal for 
your Majesty's approval." 

We must remember here, and repeat, that the 
Evangelical Bishop at Jerusalem is not consulting 
the King of Prussia upon the terms on which he is to 
offer communion to Evangelical Prussian travellers 
or missionaries, but only upon the terms on which 
he shall offer them the more or less desirable option 
of "accepting," or not accepting, his "protection 
and pastoral care." Though it must be confessed 
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that even when we have made this distinction, it 
still seems somewhat extraordinary for the Bishop 
and his conseerator to consult the King of Prussia, 
rather than the spiritual autlioritics of the Ger- 
man Evangelical Church, of which the King of 
Prussia (esjiecially in the dominions of Turkey) 
is, after all, no more than a lay-communicant. 
^\'e suppose, however, that if any Hollanders, or 
Swedes, or Danes, should be likely to go there, 
the Bishop and his consecrators will be desirous in 
like manner of informing the sovereigns of those 
countries that they are ready to submit to them pro- 
posals. As for tlie "Evangelical" " Kirk of Scotland" 
they might make a Concordat with thcit own 
Sovereign at home, who could arrange the matter 
with them the more easily, as She is at once the 
temporal head of " the two Evangelical Churches." 
Scottish young Divines, after having qualified them- 
selves for " the pastoral office " in the Evangelical 
Kirk of Scotland, might have the option of " accept- 
ing the protection and pastoral care" of the Arch- 
bishop of Canterbury, or of the Bishop of London, 
or any other, upon such teinis a.s the Archbishop 
of Canterbury and the Bishop of London mightthink 
fit to " propose" and " submit humbly" to the Queen, 
as the chief temporal ruler of the Evangelical Kirk 
of Scotland, and to settle themselves, without appeal, 
for all the other Bisliops and Clergy of the Church 
of England. And indeed if all parties in Germany 
and England and Scotland should be content and 



ag^ee to accept such arrangements, nobody would 
have any reason nor right to complain. 



SECTION IV. 

General Analysis of the Proposals submtted to the King of 
Prussia in the Archbishop of Canterbury's Letter, and now 
published us approved and accepted by His Majesty. 

We have considered the preamble of the Arch- 
bishop's Letter to the King of Prussia. We now 
come to the announcement which it contains, of 
the particular local terms or conditions on which 
our Evangelical Bishop in Palestine " will" offer to 
Evangelical travellers and young Divines from the 
Prussian Evangehcal Church the option, not of Ms 
Communion, but of his "protection and pastoral 
care." These terms, as we have seen before, are not 
announced absolutely, but in the form of proposals 
" humbly submitted" for His Prussian Majesty's 
approbation. 

The proposals relate to three different classes of 
persons ; and to three distinct subjects. 

First : to " all the congregations of the German 
Protestant faith" which are within the limits of 
the diocese of the Enghsh Evangelical Bishop in 
Palestine: with respect to the offer of reception 
under pastoral care : (previous admission to Com- 
munion being passed i^er in silence, and taken for 
granted as a matter cl"' ^urse,) 



Secondly -. to " young Divines, candidates for the 
pastoral office in the German Church," who may 
go into Palestine, and there, after hai/ing accepted 
the pastoral earc of the English Bishop, seek and 
obtain from him their Ordination ; with respect to 
Ordination ; and to the introduction of a new rite. 

Thirdly: to "youn^ persons of the coneregations" 
of such Clercy so ordained by the English Bishop ; 
with respect to C'ontirmation. 

We ■will consider that portion of the Archhishop's 
proposals which relates to each of these three classes 
of persons and subjects separately, and in order. 



SECTION V. 

On the first part of the Archbishops Proposals .- in which the 
option, of placini/ themselves under the pastoral care of the 
English Evangelical Bishop in Palestine, is offered to 
" all congregations of the German Protestant Faith in that 
couniry;" their canonical admissibility and actual premoua 
admission to his Communion being presumed, and the 
terms on which such admission can lake place being passed 
over in silence. 

With respect to " all the congregations" (or ' con- 
gregation') "of the German Protestant Faith" which 
are within the limits of the diocese of the English 
Bishop in Palestine, the Archbishop makes the fol- 
lowing announcement ; — tliat the said Bishop "will 
consider it as his duty to take under his pastoral 
care and jirotection" as many of them as "are 



inclined to place themselves under liia jurisdiction, 
and will afford them all the support in his power." 

" The Bishop," we learn, " will consider it as his 
duty." Will he so consider it indeed? Wliy will 
he ? in Yirtue of what law or necessity ? Of course 
we can understand why it is not simply written, "It 
is the Bishop's duty to do so and so ;" because the 
matter is not supposed to be one of necessaiy duty, 
flowing from the nature of the Evangelical religion, 
and the laws of the whole or of the Enghsh branch 
of the Evangelical Church ; as would have been the 
case, if it had related to the terms of admission to 
Communion, hut only one of local and secondary 
arrangement in details of diocesan administration ; 
on which nothing is as yet absolutely fixed, hut on 
which proposals are now submitted to the King of 
Prussia, wliich will bind the Bishop only if His 
Majesty approve of them. But even so, and sup- 
posing His Majesty to signify (as he now does in fact 
signiij') his approval, and that the German Evan- 
gelical Church speaUs through His Majesty, still the 
question remains, why will the Bishop consider it as 
his duty? Is it "because I, William, Archbishop 
and Primate, have ordered him to consider that his 
duty which I and the Kin^ of I'russia shall agree 
upon?" That does not sound ill, except that the 
"humble submission" of the proposals to the King 
of Prussia, docs not comport very exactly with a 
tone so full of the " plenitude of Apostolical power." 
Perhaps it may be on another gi-ound ; namely, " that 




he and I, and the Bishop of London, have confern 
together upon the matter, and agreed among 
selves ; and he has promised us that he will consider^ 
that to be his duty which I shall settle for him with 
your Majesty." But there are difficulties here also: 
for it may be asked by any one in limine, nay, it may 
be asked by the Bishop's own heart or conscience at 
any futuie time, " Is it therefore really my duty, 
because I have agreed with the Archbishop to con-' 
sider it so?" Duty is something due, a debt to some 
superior ; and un plies law : agreement is not law, but 
will. "True:" it may be answered again; "but 
there is a law of morality bincUng us to keep our 
promises and agreements, and so making it a duty ; 
and perhaps in this sense it is said here that ' The 
Bishop will consider it as" his duty.' " It is a danger- 
ous thing, however, to make too sure what any man 
" will consider" hia duty, even when he has sworn to 
obey definite laws, in these days ; mucJi more when he 
is only bound by a voluntary agreement or bargain, 
which may perhaps be unlawful : and even if this 
present Bishop " will" consider it as his duty, there 
is no security for any permanence to the system in 
the will of a man who must die. The next Bisho]^ 
may perhaps not consider it as his duty, nay the next 
occupantofthe throne of Canterbury may not perhaps 
consider it liis duty to request that he should. But let 
us leave this question ; observing only, that we have 
followed the King of Prussia in attributing the pro- 
posals to the Archbishop himself ; though the letter 
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in which the Archbishop communicates and submits 
them to His Majesty does not distinctly make him 
the proposer ; and there certainly is some difference 
between such language as the following, — "1 propose 
such and such conditions, and if your Majesty 
approves, will give orders to my suffragan in Pales- 
tine to act accordingly," — and that which we have at 
present, which makes the Archbishop merely the 
instrument of communicating and submitting to the 
representative of the German Church, i. e. to the 
King, pro])osals, which may have been made by some 
competent authority, as by a convocation or synod ; 
the first of which proposals is, that a certain Bishop 
"will" (if they are accepted) "consider" what 
follows " to be his duty ;" the connection between the 
unknown authority " proposing" and " assuring," the 
mind of the Bishop which " considers," and the pro- 
position " that to act according to tlie proposals will 
really become duty, if the proposals are accepted," 
being also all perhaps legitimate, but for some reason 
or other better concealed than expressed. 

But what then is the duty of the Bishop in 
question ? or what really will be his duty ? This we 
know not : but we are told, on the testimony of the 
proposals communicated by the Archbishop, or, to 
speak plainly, we are "assured" by the Archbishop 
himself, that he " will consider it to be his duty," 
if the proposals are accepted, " to take under his 
pastoral care and protection" — whom do we suppose ? 

Many will be ready to answer at once that a 
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Bishop of the true Evangeheal religion must surel] 
and of necessity always consider it to be his duty, 
as it really is, to take under his pastoral care and 
protection all who come within his sphere, that is, 
all who are not under it already, and are willing 
to come under it. They will probably suppose 
that Orthodox, Catholic, and Evangelical Christians 
are already, naturally and necessarily, under the 
pastoral care and jurisihction of the Orthodox, 
Catlmhc, or Evangelical Bishop, either by Baptism, 
or by canonical intercommunion from other dioceses; 
and that for the future the Bishop will consider it as- 
his duty to take under his care all Jews, Heathens, 
Turks, Heretics, and Schismatics, who may from 
time to time he converted, and so become willing to 
place themselves under it. This however camu 
be the true answer to our question ; because 
have discovered above that the Evangelical religioa 
does not absolutely sTippose all who are already 
members of the Evangelical Church to be naturally 
and necessarily under the care and jurisdiction of 
the Evangelical Bishop, but leaves them the option. 
Let us correct this error then, and the answer whicb 
we have supposed to be given to our question wiH' 
now stand thus, — " The Bishop of course will con- 
sider it his duty, as it is, to take under his p^lsto^al 
care all those Evangelical Christians, of whatever 
origin, who are willing to accept it, and all those 
Heathens, Jews, Turks, Heretics, and Schismatic* 
besides, who mav be converted to the E 
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religion, and then after convei'sion and Baptism may- 
be willing to accept the aforesaid option of pastoral 
care Eind protection." 

But neither can this answer now, any more than 
in its former shape, he the true one ; for in both of 
them we have the words "of course:" but if it 
were a matter of course for any Evani^elical Bishop 
so to act, it could not be made the first article of 
"definitive proposals" for a special arrangement of 
some local details of discipline in a particular dio- 
cese or mission. Of course our Evangelical Bishop, 
and every Evangelical Bishop eveiy where, thinks 
himself bound, and is bound necessarily, as such, to 
receive all who are of his religion already and are 
willing to accept bis care, and also to convert or 
try to convert all who are not of his religion already, 
and to oft'er them the advantage of his pastoral care 
after conversion, in case they may be inclincfl to 
accept it. It would therefore be no "proposal," 
but a truism, to say, that the EvangeUcal Bishop in 
Palestine (supposing him to be not an intruder,) is 
bound to take under his pastoral care and protec- 
tion all English, German, Dutch, Scotch, French, 
or other Evangelical Christians, who may be willing 
to accept his care, and to convert if possible all 
English, German, Dutch, Scotch, Greek, or Roman 
or Syrian heretics and schismatics, as well as 
all Heathens, Jews, and Mohamtaedans, and then 
offer them also in Uke manner the option of accept- 
ing his pastoral care. 
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This being tiie case, it does not readily appear 
what can be the force or drift of this first sentence 
of the proposals, whoever may be the people of 
whom it is proposed that the Bishop shall think it 
his duty to take them, if they please, under his pas- 
toral care. For whether they be of the Evangelical 
religion already or not, whether Prussian subjects 
or not, the Bishop's duty towards them would seem 
clear, necessary, and notorious to all the world, flow- 
ing from the very nature of his office and mission. 
But this is speculating beforehand, without having 
the case fully before us : let us read the whole sen- 
tence. " The Bishop will consider it as his duty to 
take under his pastoral care and protection aU the 
congregations of the German Protestant faith which 
are within the limits of his diocese, and are inclined 
to place themselves under his jurisdiction, and will 
afford them all the support in his power," This 
is the sentence ; and the reading of it certainly does 
not tend mucli to clear up the difficulties which we 
have anticipated. 

For first, if "all" or any of "the congregations of 
the Gierman Protestant faith" are not already in com- 
munion with the Bishop, and their reception under 
his pastoral care involves previous conversion, still 
one does not see how such an announcement can form 
any part of " proposals," nor why " the congregations 
of the German Protestant faith" should be mentioned 
more than any other congregations or individuals of 
any other faith not identical with the Bishop's own 
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faith. All such people or congregations, of what- 
ever national origin, he is necessarily and indiffer- 
ently bound as Bishop to labour to convert, and to 
bring within the communion of the true Evangehcal 
Church ; and upon conversion he will of course offer 
them the ojition of accepting his pastoral care. This 
is common to all religions, — or at least has hitherto 
been supposed to be common to all — to think it a 
duty to receive congregations and members of other 
persuasions into their communion, and under the 
care of their religious teachers or governors, upon 
their conversion and at their desire : even the 
Turkish MooUah would be most happy to receive 
any congregations or individuals not only of the 
German Protestant faith, but of any other faith or 
nation under the sun, under his pastoral care and 
protection, if they were willing on their sides to be 
converted to the Mohammedan religion, and then to 
accept the offer of his pastoral care. 

But secondly, " the congregations of the German 
Protestant faith" may be all already of the same faith 
and reUgion with the Bishop, and already in enjoy- 
ment of his communion : and this we may fairly 
assume to be the case from what has preceded ; these 
congregations being plainly identical with the " Ger- 
man 'congregation' or 'congregations' of the Evan- 
gelical religion, which we have had before;" while 
the mention of "the German Protestant faith " imme- 
diately brings to mind the pai'Uamentary name for 
our own true and Apostohcal religion, " the Protes- 
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tant reformed religion," and so is evidently one with 
the Evangelical or Apostolical religion which we 
considered at the beginning of our enquiry, and 
which we found to he common to the Prusso-Grerman 
congregations in Palestine, and to the Bishop sent 
thither from our own country. And besides this, 
there is another reason, which if we had noticed it 
before, might have saved us some trouble, and led us 
of itself to the conclusion, that " the congregations 
of the German Protestant faith" are all of them 
already of the same Evangelical religion with our- 
selves, and in full communion with our Church and 
with the Bishop in Palestine. This reason is, that in 
strictness the very expressions of '^accepting j^o^foraZ 
care," on the one side, and " receiving under pastoral 
care^^ on the other, involve the notion that the parties 
spoken of are already in a state to have the option 
of "accepting" or declining, and in a state to be ^'re- 
ceived ;" which they would not be if they were not al- 
ready of the same religion, and in communion with the 
Bishop, but needed conversion and baptism, or recon- 
ciliation, previously. This will be made quite evident 
to all, if we substitute one or two parallel cases of 
people or congregations who are notoriously not al- 
ready of the Bishop's religion, as follows : "TheBishop 
will take under his pastoral care all congregations 
of Prussian Jews, or of Turkish Mohammedans, who 
are inclined to place themselves under his jurisdic- 
tion, and will afford them all the support in his 
power :" or again, ** The Bishop of Toronto will take 



under his pastoral care all congregations o/ American 
Independents, or Baptists, or Presbyterians, or Mor- 
monites, from the United States, or all congrega- 
tions of the American Protestant faith, or all the 
American congregation of the Evangelical religion, 
who are inclined to place themselves under his 
jurisdiction, and will afford them all the support in 
his power." It is evident that such a mode of speak- 
ing in such cases would be improper, if not absurd. 
Th^' exercise of pastoral care and jurisdiction, the 
giving of protection and support, supposes that unity 
of religion and communion in the Sacraments, upon 
which alone they can be based, to subsist already. 
The very word "congregation," if used in any 
Christian sense, implies the same ; for no " congre- 
gation" can be received as such under jurisdiction, 
nor "supported" as »i/cA, unless it was before a sub- 
ject capable, that is, was a canonicaUy organised 
body of faithful men under legitimate Clergy. And 
so again the " pastoral care " which is offered, 
that is, the care of a shepherd, implies that the 
parties to whom it is offered are already sheep, 
and not wolves. The Apostles first made Heathens 
and Jews into their spiritual sheep by baptizing 
them into the EvangeUcal faith, Church and reli- 
gion ; and then, and not tUl then, they became a 
flock, capable of pastoral care, protection, jurisdic- 
tion, and support, It is true we do not read that 
the baptized sheep of the ApostoUc or Evangelical 
fold were ever offered the option of placing them- 
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selves under the jurisdiction of the Apostle or the 
Apostolic Bishop, in Crete or elsewhere ; nor that 
the Apostles or Apostolic Bishops (whose commu- 
nion, so long as they remained after Baptism in the 
Evangelical religion, they enjoyed as a right) offered 
their good offices as shepherds only to those flocks 
of sheep which "were inclined" to " place them- 
selves under them." But a principle which is no- 
where written, may perhaps have been handed down 
to our days to the rulers of the EvangeUcal Church 
by oral tradition. 

However to return, and assuming our readers to i 
be now satisfied that the congregations of the " Ger- 
man Protestant Faith " are already of the same Evan- 
gelical rehgion with our Bishop, and already in the 
enjoyment of his communion, our former difficulty 
is no nearer solution than before. It is proposed 
that the Evangelical Bishop shall " think it his duty 
to take under his pastoral care and protection ail 
the congregations of the German Protestant faith" 
(identical with his own Enghsh Protestant faith, 
and with the true Evangelical, or Apostolical, or , 
Cathohc faith) " which are within the limits of his 
diocese, and are inclined to place themselves under 
his jurisdiction, and that he shall offer them all the 
support in his power." Why ? what kind of a pro- i 
posal is here ? Will not then the EvangeUcal I 
Bishop think it his duty, — and is it not his duty, as 
a matter of course, as we have seen above, — to offer 
his pastoral care to all sheep, and flocks or congre- 
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gations of sheep, of his own Evangelical faith or 
Protestant religion, whether they be Germans or 
of any other origin ? Must he not, unless he 
abjure liis office of Bishop, offer it equally to Scotch, 
and American, and English, and Irish congrega- 
tions, of the Scotcli, of the Americanj of the English , 
of the Irisli Protestant faith, which is identical with 
the German Protestant faith, and with the Evange- 
lical or Apostolical religion ? and if he necessarily 
offers his pastoral care to all Evangelical believers 
and congregations of all nations alike, who are one 
with him already in religion and communion, what 
is the sense or purpose of making it part — the fore- 
most and main part — of proposals for a special local 
arrangement, that he shall be wUling to offer to 
Evangelical believers coming from Germany into liis 
" diocese," that which he necessarily offers to all 
Evangelical believers from every country upon the 
siirface of the globe? 

There are only two hypotheses which occur to us 
as in any way capable of solving this difficulty,^ — 
unless indeed we were to suppose some want of 
consistency or honesty in the whole negotiation. 
Our two hypotheses are these : first, that this 
sentence does not properly form part of the pro- 
posals submitted for approval at all, but is merely 
the statement of a general and necessary principle 
which must be borne in mind, inasmuch as upon 
the primary relations of identity or difference of reli- 
gion, and acceptance or non-acceptance of the pas- 
f2 



toral relation, among parties of the same religion, all 
inferior and variable arrangements which may be 
made the subject of negotiation must be based. If 
this hypothesis were adopted we might paraphrase 
the sentence thus: "Of course the Bishop will 
offer his pastoral care to all people and congre- 
gations of his own Evangelical religion wbo may be 
inclined to accept it, and so by consequence also to 
German congregations among the rest." Tlie second 
hypothesis is to suppose, that, as we discovered at 
the beginning, — contrary to our own former notions 
of our religion, — that it is optional to Evangelical 
believers to accept or decline the pastoral care of the 
Evangelical Bishop into whose diocese they may 
come, without losing, if they decline, either their 
unity in religion or their right of communicating 
with the Bishop, — so it is no less optional on 
the Bishop's part to offer or not to offer his 
pastoral care to Evangebcal believers who may 
come into, or may reside within bis diocese ; and 
that if he neglects or refuses to make the offer, or 
makes it only upon certain conditions, which may 
be made matter of negotiation, be does nothing in- 
consistent with his office and authority as Bishop ; 
the contrary to which we have hitherto, — it may 
be ignorantly, — supposed. But whichever of the 
two alternatives we adopt, there remain no small 
dirticuUies ; as will ap|>t»r hereafter. 




SECTION \1. 

The same sufy'ecl continued. 

" We propose," writes the Archbishop, id eftecl, 
" and humbly submit the proposal for your Majesty's 
approval, that the Bishop shall consider it as his 
duty to take under his pastoral care and protection 
all the congregations of the German Protestant 
Faith which are within the limits of his diocese, and 
are inclined to place themselves under his juris- 
diction." We should certainly have rather called 
the true faith and reHgion, by the names of 
Catholic and Apostolic, than Evangehcal or Pro- 
testant, having been used to the former words, and 
not to the latter, in the creeds of our religion of 
the United Church of England and Ireland : but we 
would not seem to stand too much upon any mere 
question of words : and since the Archbishop and 
the King of Prussia prefer calhng our common 
religion by the other names, we will submit to them 
so far, and call ourselves, our religion, and our 
Church, Evangelical and Protestant,- — oidy as a mat- 
ter of precaution making the sign of the cross first, 
and repeating the anathema of the great council of 
Constantinople (still in force even by Act of Parlia- 
ment) against all heretics, and against all who pray 
with heretics, in case the reUgion designated by 
these new names, or its professors in Germany or 
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elsewhere, should turn out eventually to be anything 
different from the Catholic religion, into which we 
have been baptized. But in the mean time we 
accept the language, and will make the best we can 
of the case of our opponents, which is the only fair 
mode of controversy, in this controversy which is 
one for life or death. In like manner we should 
not have thought that an EvangeUcal Christian or 
congregation, whether German or English, could 
have the option of accepting or not accepting the 
pastoral care of the EvangeUcal Biahoj) in his 
diocese. We should have thought them all not 
only free, if inclined, to accept, but bound to submit 
to his jurisdiction ; while, on the other hand, 
should never have supposed tlie Bishop to be 
free to " propose to offer his pastoral care to all 
who should be inclined to accept," but bound to 
require submission and obedience from all ; unless 
both the one and the other meant to apostatize 
from the Evangehcal rehgion. However, since the 
Archbishop and the King of Prussia seem to tell 
that the contrary propositions are true, we 
content to suppose that they are so for the present; 
and will now attempt to ascertain on what precise 
conditions the Evangelical Bishop proposes to offer 
his jiastoral care to those Evangelical Christians oti 
congregations, who may be inclined to accept it. 

We should have expected to find these condition* 
stated immediately after the announcement of the 
offer itself: but on looking on to the end of thsj 
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Archbishop's letter we do not see any conditions spe- 
cified in it at all ; we find only a proposition that Ger- 
man Divines, (individuals, or members of congrega- 
tions which shall have placed themselves under the 
pastoral care of the Bishop,) desiring to receive Orders 
from him, shall be ordained upon certain conditions, 
and when ordained shall use a certain Liturgy within 
the Bishop's diocese : and lastly, we find a proposal 
respecting the Confirmation of children. But the 
conditions on which a German Evangehca! la}'man 
or congregation of laymen, (or of laymen with their 
Clergy,) who have first made good their right to 
communion, may be received under the pastoral 
care of the Bishop, are one thing, and the conditions 
upon which any such lay people, when now already 
received under the care of the Bishop, may be pro- 
moted to Holy Orders, are another. It does not 
seem then that any conditions at all are specified 
for simply receiving Evangelical German Christians 
or congregations of Christians under the care of the 
Bishop. And yet the preamble of the Archbishop's 
letter promises the King a thorough acquaintance 
with the relations in which the German congrega- 
tion (that is, all of the Protestant Faith, who are 
inclined to accept his pastoral care) will stand to our 
Bishop in Palestine ; which we should have supposed 
to require a full specification of the terms on which 
they are admissible both to communion and to 
pastoral care, and not only of the conditions upon 
which they may subsequently obtain Ordination. 



The King of Prussia expressly says to liis Minister 
that the letter of the Archbishop contains " defini- 
tive proposals respecting the relations of the Bishop 
to the German congregation of the Evangehcal 
religion in Palestine." And yet no proposals what- 
ever are to be found in it respecting these relations 
of the Bishop to "all" the German congregations 
in Palestine, except that he shall otfer to take under 
his pastoral care as many of them as may be in- 
clined to place themselves under it. What then 
can be the solution of this difficulty ? on what con- 
ditions will the Bishop receive them ? none are 
speciiied ; and yet we have been led to expect that 
all are specified which will be required ? May it be 
this, that there will be no conditions at aU required 
beyond the expression of their own inclination ? 
This would do well enough ; and the supposition is 
rendered probable by the King of Prussia's gloss 
upon the Archbishop's proposal : for he says, "you 
will see from this letter that the Prelate secures to 
the congregations of the German Protestant Faith 
in Palestine the protection and pastoral care of the 
English Bishop at Jerusalem without any other con- 
ditions than siich as the exercise of the protection 
itself requires." 

AesumiDg then for the present that tliis is the 
correct view, and that " all congregations of the Ger- 
man Protestant faith" or " Evangelical religion" are 
to be received first to communion and then under the 
pastoral care of the Bisliop, without any other con- 
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ditions than that they signify to him their incUnatiou 
to be so received, — and assuming also, on grounds 
which we need not go over again, that the " German 
Protestant faith" is the same with the " English Pro- 
testant faith," the German " Evangelical religion" with 
the Enghsh Evangelical or " Protestant Reformed re- 
ligion," and both these with the One, True, Orthodox, 
Catholic, and Apostolic faith and religion of the 
One, True, Orthodox, Holy, Catholic, and Apostolic 
Church, — we will proceed to point out several im- 
portant questions which suggest themselves to our 
minds, on reading the preceding brief announce- 
ment, — questions to which no answer is given in the 
Archbishop's letter, and which we perhaps shall 
not find it very easy to answer for ourselves. 

First, in what way does an Evangelical Christian 
coming into Palestine from Germany prove him- 
self to be such, so as to be able to claim recogni- 
tion and communion from the Enghsh Evangelical 
Bishop ? Is it in the way hitherto enjoined by the 
Canons of the whole Evangelical or Apostolic Church ? 
— namely, by bringing and exhibiting a certificate 
countersigned at least by the EvangeUcal Bishop of 
the diocese from whence he comes, whose Church 
is recognised by the English Bishop in Palestine ? 
or is it by testifying verbally of himself, thus: "I 
am a German Evangelical Christian, that is, I come 
from the German Evangelical or Apostolical 
Church; — I profess the German Protestant faith 
or EvangeMca! religion, which is identical with 
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your own Protestant Reformed, Evangelical, Apo- 
stolical or Catholic religion : I have been baptized, 
and confirmed by the Bishop, in the Church from 
whence I come ; I communicated according to the 
Canons last Easter (although I have no certificate 
with me) ; and am now free from all bond of ex- 
communication ? " Or lastly, is it by merely calling 
himself a member of the German EvangeMcal Church 
(whatever that may be) , — giving out that he professes 
the German Protestant faith, (whatever that again 
may be,) and kneeling down and taking the Sacra- 
ments at his own discretion, whenever the English 
Bishop or any of his Priests may be celebrating the 
Holy Communion ? 

Secondly, Since we have spoken of the case of 
individual laymen,— as for instance, if the I^ng of 
Prussia himself, or M. Bunsen, or any " Evangelical 
traveller" were to go to Palestine,~we may now 
ask a similar question concerning Evangelical Clergy 
from Germany. If, then, it should so happen that 
any, — not young Divines, candidates for Orders in 
the German Church, who come to receive them of 
the English Bishop, — but elder Divines, who have 
been already ordained in the German Church, — if 
any such, we ask, come to Palestine, how are they 
to obtain the communion of the Bishop ? And iifj 
what capacity, as laymen or as Clergy ? Is it simpl]p5 
in the same way as a layman, that is, in some one 
of the three ways above suggested ? or must they 
further exhibit their letters of Orders from the Evan- 
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gelical Bishop in Germany ? or will it be enough 
to say for themselves that they are Clergy ? And if 
so, will it be enough to say generally that they are 
Clergy, or must they also specify their particular 
Order, as for instance, that they are Readers, Sub- 
deacons,- — Deacons, or Priests ? — And again, must 
they exhibit canonical proof that they have been 
validly and canonicaUy ordained to the same Order, 
and by a Bishop ? or is that unnecessary ? 

Thirdly, What will be the precise difference be- 
tween a layman who is merely in communion with 
the Bishop in virtue of his professing the German 
Evangelical or Protestant faith, but who is not "in- 
clined to accept the Bishop's pastoral care," and 
another layman or company of laymen who are not 
only of the same Evangelical religion with the 
Bishop, and so in communion with him, hut have 
also over and above placed themselves (with a view 
to certain greater advantages) under his jurisdiction 
and pastoral care ? 

Fourthly, What will be the precise difference 
between a German Clergyman (whether Priest or 
Deacon) ordained in Germany, who since his arrival 
in Palestine has not thought proper to place himself 
under the pastoral care of the English Bishop, and 
any other German Clergyman similarly ordained, 
who has thought proper to do so ? 

Fifthly, What is the way in which a German 
Evangelical " congregation" — that is, we suppose, a 
greater or smaller company of laity under the care 



of a Gennan Evrangelical elder Divine (we presume, 
a Priest,) ordained in Gennany. — will be received 
into communion by the Bishop? Will their Priest's 
wOTd be taken tor all his f illowers? or must they 
all indhridually , as well as th^ Priest, satisfy the 
Bishop canonicaUy that they are indeed members 
of the German E^^angelical Church, and hold the 
" Gennan IVotestant," that is, the Catholic and 
Apostolic faith f 

Sixthly, when a congre^tion under a German 
elder Divine is only in communion with the Bishop, 
but has not also thought proper to accept his 
pastoral care, how will such a congr^ation differ 
from another otherwise similar congresation which 
has accepted it ? and how will this second congre- 
gation again differ from congregations subject to 
young German Divines, who have not only been 
received as laymen into communion and into pastoral 
connection by the Bishop, but have also subsequently 
been ordained Priests on the conditions specified in 
the Archbishop of Canterburj''s letter ? 

Seventhly, there being three kinds of German 
congregations possible (to say nothing of individual 
laymen or Clergj-) ; first, E\-angelical laity under 
Clergy ordained in Germany, who are in covununion 
with the Bishop, without being inclined to accept big 
pastoral care ; secondly, similar congregations which 
are both in communion with him and under his pas- 
toral care, but under Clergj- of German ordination ; 
thirdly, congregations in the communion and under 



the pastoral care of the Bishop, subject to Clergy of 
his own ordination, — -what necessary principle is there 
to prevent the existence of similar varieties of con- 
gregations of any or of all other nations under the 
same Bishop in Palestine ? and if so, then also, so far 
as the principle of the thing is concerned, in England 
and in Germany ?— or rather, does not the possibility 
of this being the case, and the mutual recognition 
and intercommunion of all such different commu- 
nities, in all parts of the Christian world, flow neces- 
sarily from the principles we have admitted ? 

Eighthly, the German Evangelical congregations 
under Clergy of German ordination that do not 
accept the Bishop's pastoral care, being equally in 
his communion with other similar congregations 
under similar Clergy that do ; and these again 
equally with such as are under German Clergy 
ordained by the Bishop himself in Palestine, what 
security will the Bishop have for the obedience of the 
two latter classes of congregations, seeing that their 
whole pastoral connection with him is based upon 
an optional compact ; — and even if it were to cease 
altogether they might still claim his communion as 
German Evangelical congregations which were no 
longer inclined to place themselves under his 
jurisdiction ? 

Ninthly, in what cases and by what rules will or 
may the Bishop deprive of his communion members 
of any or all of the three classes of congregations 
above mentioned ? or is the whole matter of seeking 
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or not seeking, giving or refiising the communion 
optional to Evangelical Christians and Evangelical 
Bishops ; in like manner as we have found it to be 
optional to offer or not to offer, to accept or not to 
accej)t pastoral care ? ' 

Tenthly, what is the precise difference between 
the case of the Evangelical Bishop in Palestine 
offering his pastoral care to such EvangeUcal laity 
and Clergy from Germany as are inclined to accept 
it, — and, by parity of principle, to such Evangelical 
laity and Clergy from England or any other country 
as are similarly inchned, — and the case of the Arch- 
bishop of Canterbmy (Acts of Parliament set apart), 
if he should announce that it was his intention for 
the future to offer his pastoral care to such laity 
and Clergy, from the other dioceses of England, 
Scotland, or America, as might be inclined to accept 
it ? And is not such an act in both cases equivalent 
to a declaration, that, while all who come into the 
diocese from other dioceses or Churches of our 
religion (whether Clergy or laity, or both together) 
are invited to obey the Bishop if they please, such ' 
as do not please are equally free to act apart for 
themselves, without thereby renouncing their ex- 
isting unity either of reUgion or communion ? 

Lastly, how far and under what circumstances is 
a truly Evangehcal Christian bound to act upon such , 
principles ? 



SECTION VII. 



Recapitulation of the conclusions hitherto arrived at; respect- 
ing the existence and nature of the German Evangelical 
or ProtestaTit Church and Religion — its unity toith our 
own — the admissibility of its members, both lag and 
clerical, as such, to tlte communion of our Bishops and 
Clergy, — and especially respecting the terms on which they 
are now offered, over and above Communion, the option of 
placing themselves eitJier as individual laymen or Clergy, 
or as congregations of the German Church, under the pro- 
tection, pastoral care, and jurisdiction of one of our 
Bishops in his diocese. 

Before proceeding to examine the second part of 
the Archbishop's proposals, which relates to German 
candidates for Ordination, and the terms upon which 
they are to be ordained by our Bishop in Palestine, 
or to consider the consequences which will flow from 
such Ordinations, it may be worth while, for the 
sake of clearness, to recapitulate briefly the results 
at which we have already arrived. These are, — 

I. Tliat there is such a thing as the German 
Evangelical Church, which, as well as the Church 
of England, is a true part of the true Evangelical 
Church ; and that all members of the German 
Evangelical Church going into the diocese of any 
English Bishop, and particularly of a certain 
Bishop in Palestine, and satisfying him in the 
Canonical way (or else in some new way of which 
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nothing is said) that they are really members of the 
German Evangelical Church, enjoy, as a matter of 
course, his communion. 

II. That in the German Evangelical Church there 
are "young Divines," candidates for "the pastoral 
office," and therefore also true Divinity, and a true 
Clergy ; elder Divines, in possession of " the pas- 
toral office," (that is, the office of Shepherd, whether 
Priest or Bishop,) and capable of instructing, aps, 
proving, and ordaining candidates for the same;.' 
also Missions, and so again by consequence a true' 
spiritual authority to send ; " Congregations," and] 
so yet again by consequence a true Clergy. i 

III. That as the Laity, and Divines, and Pastoral 
office, and Missions, and Congregations, and in a 
word the whole body of the Evangelical German 
Church is recognised as one in religion and in', 
communion with herself by the English Evan- 
gelical Church, — it follows, that as laity coming" 
from Germany, and satisfying the Bishop that 
they are such, communicate by right as laity itf. 
the diocese of any English Evangelical Bishop,, 
so Clergy coming from Germany, and satisfying the 
Bishop in the canonical way (or otherwise) that 
they are not only in lay communion but Clergy 
of the German Evangelical Church, communicate 
by right as Clergy in the diocese of any English 
Evangelical Bishop. All this is necessarily to be 
presumed according to the common principles and. 
canons, which bind the whole Evangelical or Apos^ 



tolical Church, and by consequence the German 
and English Evangelical Churches as parts of it, to 
the mutual recognition of one another's Clergy and 
laity. On these canonical rules, however, it will not 
be convenient to enlarge at present, lest our hypo- 
thesis should be embarrassed with too many diffi- 
culties at once ; but thus much we may observe in 
passing, that they involve the existence of Bishops 
in all true Churches, recognise none but certain 
fixed degrees of Clergy, all ordained by the Bishop, 
involve the power of officiating in one another's 
churches in the mutual recognition of Clergy or- 
dained in different dioceses or nations, and, in a 
word, make the whole system of intercommunion, 
both lay and clerical, and all securities both for 
doctrine and discipline, to turn and hinge upon the 
diocesan Episcopate. 

IV. That though members of one Evangelical 
Church, as the German, whether laymen or Clergy, 
and even whole organized congregations, coming 
into the diocese of another Evangelical Church of 
a different national origin or tongue or rite, as into 
the English diocesan Church in Palestine, have a 
right to the communion of the Bishop Into whose 
diocese they come, this right does not suppose an 
absolute duty or necessity on their part of placing 
themselves under the Bishop's pastoral care ; which 
is quite a distinct matter from commimiou. The 
Bishop offers them or not the advantage of his 
pastoral care as he pleases, and on what conditions 



he pleases, (always supposing, however, that he 
does not violate any rules of the whole Evangelical 
Church, or of his own particular Church,) and they, 
on the other hand, are free to accept it or not as 
they please. 

V. That in a certain diocese an English Evange- 
lical Bishop now offers his pastoral care to " all " 
believers, Clergy and congregations, who come from 
the German Evangelical Church, " without any 
stipulations or conditions whatever beyond what the 
exercise of the pastoral care itself implies." Whe- 
ther it implies absolute conformity to the rite and 
discipline of the Church of England, or whether it 
leaves congregations free to follow their own discre- 
tion, or to retain any particular rite or rites of "the 
German Church," we are not informed. It would 
seem, however, pretty evident, that conformity to 
the English rite is not requisite ; for so much seems 
to be implied in the reception of " Congregatioiis 
of the German Church" as such (i. e. laity with their 
Clergy) under pastoral care ; for if their accept- 
ance of the Bishop's pastoral care involved abso- 
lute conformity with his rite, they would surely 
thereby cease to be in any sense congrega- 
tions of the German Church ; they would simply 
merge in the congregations of the English Church, 
or become, if numerous, new congregations of the 
English Church and rite, only speaking German. 
The same will also hereafter appear more fully, 
when we learn that not even those who, after having 
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been received as laymen under the Bishop's pastoral 
care, shall be ordained by him according to his own 
Ordinal, are to be all bound to conform to the rite 
of that Cliurch, by whose Bishop, and according 
to whose ordinal, they are ordained. 

VI. That from the above general principles there 
results a possibility of five different classes of con- 
gregations, bodies, or individuals, all equally in com- 
munion with the Evangelical Bishop, co-existing to- 
gether in every Evangelical diocese ; and that without 
bringing into consideration any further possible diver- 
sities of language, or nationality, or rite. These five 
classes are, — first, Parochial congregations consist- 
ing of laity and Clergy who have been from their 
Baptism and Ordination members of the diocesan 
Church, or have become so in virtue of the ca- 
nonical laws of intercommunion from any other 
Churches, of whatever nation or country ; and these 
we suppose to be bound to strict obedience to the rite 
and discipline of the Diocesan, Provincial, or Na- 
tional, Evangelical Church, on pain either of excom- 
munication, or else of merely losing their pastoral 
connection with the Bishop, without necessarily 
losing his communion, — our own ideas of the Canon 
Law of the Evangelical Chmxh leading us to sup- 
pose that the former must be the case, while the 
principles which we have adopted for the time 
agree better with the latter alternative. The second 
class would consist of laity, strangers from other 
dioceses, or at any rate from dioceses of Evan- 
G 2 
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gelical Churches in other nations or kingdoms, 
who satisfy the Bishop that they are in commu- 
nion with the Church from whence they come, and 
thereupon obtain his communion, but decline accept- 
ing the offer which he makes them of being received 
under his pastoral care or jurisdiction. Tlie third 
class would consist of laity like the last, who 
have found themselves inclined to accept the pas- 
toral care of the Bishop, and have accordingly 
placed themselves under his jurisdiction, but with- 
out binding themselves to conform to any pecu- 
liarities of his rite, he having perhaps made them 
the offer of his pastoral care without any such stipu- 
lation. The fourth class would consist of laity 
under Clergy, (that is, congregations in the strict 
sense of the word,) from other Evangelical Churches, 
who resemble the laity of the second class in 
that they enjoy the communion of the Bishop 
(laymen as laymen, Clergy as Clergy, congrega- 
tions as congregations) in virtue of their common 
faith and religion, but have not found them- 
selves inclined to accept his offer of receiving them 
(though perhaps without any conditions) under 
his pastoral care. The fifth class would be con- 
gregations, otherwise like the last, who are not 
only in communion, but have also accepted the 
Bishop's pastoral care, but without thereby neces- 
sarily conforming themselves to any peculiarities of 
his rite, he having perhaps made them the offer 
without any such conditions. 



Besides the above five varieties, which would 
seem to be necessarily common to all Evangelical 
dioceses, it is proposed in the present particular 
case, in the English diocese of Palestine, to create 
a sixth class of congregations, by means of certain 
special arrangements. Select laymen, described as 
" young Divines, candidates for the pastoral office 
in the German Church," but who have obtained the 
communion of the English Bishop, and placed them- 
selves under his pastoral care, and must so be referred 
either to the third or fifth class of the bodies above 
mentioned, are to be ordained by the Bishop, sub- 
ject to certain special conditions ; the chief of which 
is, that after their Ordination they shall use a cer- 
tain new rite in the German language. And since of 
course they are to be employed, the Bishop will 
place under their spiritual charge, and subject to 
their rite, such congregations or individuals of the 
third class as may be willing to place themselves 
under, and to be subject to the same : and so the 
new Clergy, with the laity of whose souls they are to 
have charge, vrill form in fact the germ of a sixth 
class of congregations, distinct from the five above 
enumerated, though in full communion with them 
all. It is this new rite which forms the exclusive 
subject of the second and third parts of the pro- 
posals contained in the Archbishop's Letter ; to 
the examination of which we will now proceed. 



SECTION VIII. 

On (he Second Part of the Archbishop of Canterbury's Pro- 
posals ; with reject to the Ordination of certain persons 
who are represented as members of both Churches, seeking 
at once what is called "the Pastoral Office" in the Ger- 
man and Holy Orders in the English, and who are to 
become by their Ordination neither "Pastors" of the one 
Church nor Clergy of the other, but founders of a neio 
rite. 

If we had followed our own preconceived ideas 
of tlie nature of our religion, we should liave sup- 
posed that when any German Evangelical laymen 
had once made good their right to the conununion 
of an English Evangelical Bishop in his diocese, 
and had further " placed themselves under his pas- 
toral care," they would have been to all intents and 
purposes members of his flock in the same way as 
English, or Scotch, or Irish, or American Evan- 
gelical laymen ; and that if any of them offered 
themselves afterwards as candidates for Ordination, 
they would be ordained in due course on the same 
conditions as all other applicants from the Bishop's 
own flock, and would become, by Ordination, sub- 
ject to precisely the same rules as those which 
bound the rest of the Bishop's Clergy. And in 
like manner, if any Clergyman ordained in the 
German Church, and subsequently received to the 
communion, and under the pastoral care of the 
English Bishop in his diocese, desired to officiate 



as a Clergymanj or to obtain a higher degree, as 
from a Deacon to become a Priest, we should have 
supposed that he would have been licensed to offi- 
ciate, or would have been promoted by priestly 
Ordination, in exactly the same mamier as any 
others of the Bishop's Clergy. This, however, it 
seems, is not the case. While an Evangelical lay- 
man from Scotland or America, who has made 
good his right to communion, and further been 
received under the Bishop's pastoral care, becomes 
in all respects subject to the same rules with the 
Bishop's English flock, and if desirous of Ordina- 
tion, is ordained in precisely the same way, and 
binds himself by the same engagements ; and while 
a Scotch or American Deacon conforms to the 
English rite, and if promoted to be a Priest, be- 
comes bound to follow the whole rule for English 
Priests (so far at least as that diocese is concerned;) 
it seems that a special arrangement is to be en- 
tered into for German Evangelical believers alone, 
of all nations, with respect to Ordination. An Evan- 
gelical German layman, who has, we presume, 
made good his canonical right to communion, (and 
afterwards has been received under the pastoral 
care of the Bishop,) and indeed whole congregations, 
(that is, laity with their Clergy,) in like manner, 
seem to be considered (or at least to have the option 
of considering themselves) still members and "con- 
gregations " of the German Evangelical Church ; as 
if it, and they in it, had a separate existence apart 



from the Church of the Bishop in whose diocese 
they had come to reside, and under whose pastoral 
care they had been received. It seems to be quite 
free for such congregations to supply themselres 
from time to time with Clergy ordained in Ger- 
many, or to send thither their candidates to be 
ordained or promoted, or even to ordain them 
themselves (if their existing Clergy can confer Ordi- 
nation) not only without losing the communion of 
the English Bishop, but without even violating the 
terms on which they enjoy the further "advantage" 
of his pastoral care and protection. On the other 
hand, they may perhaps, if they choose, put them- 
selves altogether on the same footing with the 
English part of the Bishop's flock, adopt his rite, 
give up their separate German ecclesiastical ex- 
istence, and have their Clergy ordained or pro- 
moted subject to the same provisions as other simply 
English Clergy. But neither of these two courses 
seems to be so much contemplated for German 
congregations received under the pastoral care of 
the Bishop (at least not for those whose Clergy are 
to be supported by the King of Prussia) as a certain 
middle course, by which they will retain their sepa- 
rate German ecclesiastical existence, without con- 
tinuing to derive their Ordinations from Germany, 
or to follow the Liturgies and discipline of the 
*' German Evangelical Church ;" and on the other 
hand will for the future obtain Ordination for their 
Clergy from the English Bishop, without pledging 



themselves or their Clergy so ordained, to follow 
the English rite. It is the arrangement proposed 
by the Archbishop, and approved by the King of 
Prussia, for these new Ordinations, which we are 
now going to examine ; — Ordinations which are to be 
in fact the germ of a new rite, diiferiiig from both 
the English and the German, hut in full com- 
munion, lay and clerical, with both, and capable of 
co-existing with either the German or the English 
discipline indifferently. 

YoungDivines of the " German Protestant or Evan- 
gelical Church," who are "candidates for the pas- 
toral office in the German Church," and have been 
examined by the King of Prussia or his deputies, 
and found duly qualified, and especially have proved 
themselves to be "thoroughly grounded in the doc- 
trines of the Protestant Faith according to" a cer- 
tain German writing called "the Augsburg Con- 
fession," — such young Divines will go to Palestine, 
and there receive support from the King of Prussia. 
They "will certainly" (that is, those whom the King 
supports) " think it desirable to avail themselves of 
the offers contained in the Letter of the Archbishop 
of Canterbury, in order to obtain a greater freedom 
of action, and a more successful result of their 
labours, by accepting the protection and pastoral 
care of the Bishop of the United Church of Eng- 
land and Ireland." They will therefore, after 
having, as a matter of course, obtained bis com- 
viunion, (we suppose in the canonical way,) "place 
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themselves under his jurisdiction." They will then, as 
we learn from the Archbishop's Letter, still preserve 
their former character and designation of candidates 
for " the pastoral office," that is, we presume, for Holy 
Orders, first the Diaconate, (which is not strictly 
pastoral,) and so ultimately the Priesthood, (which is,) 
" in the German Church ;" — and in this capacity, and 
not as candidates for the priesthood or pastoral office 
in the Church of the English Bishop, (of which we 
should have supposed them now to be members,) 
they will satisfy the Bishop that they have obtained 
the King of Prussia's permission to seek for Ordina- 
tion to the pastoral office in the German Church 
from the chief pastor of the English diocesan 
Church, to whose communion they have been ad- 
mitted, and under whose pastoral care they have 
placed themselves. 

There is some difficulty in unravelling and har- 
monizing the ideas joined together in this proposal. 
We could better understand the announcement that 
candidates for Orders in the Irish or the Scotch 
Evangelical or Apostolical Church might, with a 
permission from their ecclesiastical superior in 
those Churches equivalent to Letters Dimis- 
sory, apply for Ordination to the Bishop of an 
English or American diocese. But we cannot 
quite so easily understand how a Scottish Evan- 
gelical layman or young Divine going from Aber- 
deen into the diocese of Canterbury or of New 
York, that is, to a Bishop of the English or Ameri- 
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can Evangelical or Apostolical Church, and there 
obtaining the communion, and placing himself 
under the pastoral care of the local Bishop, and 
intending to remain there, — how such a one should 
then require any permission of the Scottish Pri- 
mate to apply for Ordination : or how the Scot- 
tish Church could have anything to do with his 
preparation, examination, or mission ; or how he 
could apply to the Archbishop of Canterbury or to 
the Bishop of New York, to be ordained to the pas- 
toral office or ministry of the Scottish Evangelical 
Church. They would necessarily answer him, one 
would think, thus : " You are now a member of my 
Church, and under my pastoral care, part of my 
flock. I can only ordain or send such in and for 
my own Church or diocese. If I ordain for other 
Bishops, it must be members of their flocks, coming 
to rae merely for that purpose, at their request, 
and so returning to them again : but by coming 
to reside in my diocese, and placing yourself under 
ray jurisdiction, you have made that impossible. 
All that I can do now, if you wish to go back at 
any future time, and to be capable of exercising 
the pastoral office (the priesthood, that is) in the 
Church from whence you originally came to me, — 
all that 1 can do, I say, in any case to forward your 
views in this, is to ordain you here now in my own 
name, and in the name of my Church, and then, if 
at any future time you leave my diocese and return 
to live in your former country, you will, on exhibit- 
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ing your canonical letters from me, become a Priest 
of the Church there, in virtue of those laws of 
interconamunion, both lay and clerical, which sub- 
sist between all Evangelical Churches, and in virtue 
of the unity of our common Evangelical or Pro- 
testant, that is, of our Orthodox Catholic and 
Apostolical religion." 

But we must leave this difficulty as it is, and 
content ourselves with merely stating over again 
the fact, that the young German Divines of whom 
the Archbishop speaks, are represented as in com- 
munion with and under the pastoral care of the 
English Bishop in Palestine, residing, and looking 
forward to employment within his diocese, and yet 
as coming to him at the same time for Ordination 
in the name of " the German Church" with Letters 
Dimissory, as it were, from the King of Prussia, 
and with a certificate that He has already examined 
them (either personally or through his Archdeacon 
or Chaplain) and attests " in every respect their 
good conduct, as well as their qualification for the 
pastoral office ; especially their being thoroughly 
grounded in the doctrines of the Protestant" (that 
is, the Evangelical, or Apostolical and Catholic) 
"faith, according to" a certain exposition called 
" the Augsburg Confession," which the Evangelical 
Bishop in Prussia who has given them their Let- 
ters Dimissory — that is to say, the King — requires 
to be subscribed and thoroughly believed by all 
candidates for Orders in his diocese. It is almost 
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unnecessary to observe, that the unity of religion 
and communion already ascertained to exist be- 
tween the two Bishops, the one of whom sends his 
candidates for Ordination to be ordained by the 
other, relieves us from all anxiety concerning the 
Orthodoxy of the " Confession of Augsburg," — even 
if it should not happen to be a document formally 
used in the same way as a test, or as the basis of 
instruction, for candidates for Ordination in our own 
part of the Church. 

Having proceeded thus far we may not unrea- 
sonably ask, — What need of any further terms or 
conditions at all ? The young Divines in question 
come from "the German Evangelical Church," — are 
candidates for the pastoral office in that Church, 
have been grounded and examined, and have ob- 
tained their certificates in Germany according to 
its rules, and now have brought what is equivalent 
to Letters Dimissory from the King or Bishop in 
that country to his English ecclesiastical brother in 
Palestine, from whom they seek nothing but Ordi- 
nation : surely then, the Bishop has nothing to do 
but to ordain them at once, and they may return 
by the next steamer to exercise the pastoral cha- 
racter they have obtained, in the Church of that 
Bishop for whom they have been ordained. But 
we must have a care lest we leap too rapidly to our 
conclusions. It would be a very roundabout me- 
thod of proceeding for the Presiding Bishop of New 
York to send young Divines, candidates for the 



pastoral office in the American Church, to Can- 
terbury with Letters Dimissory, merely to be or- 
dained and then to return to America without 
delay. The more natural course would be to ordain 
them himself, without sending them to go across 
the Atlantic and to return for nothing. And we 
have forgotten that the young Divines to be or- 
dained in Palestine are to stay there to convert the 
Jews ; and that however inconsistent it may seem, 
they have a double character. They are not only 
communicants of the German Church, candidates 
prepared and examined for the reception and exer- 
cise of the pastoral office in the German Church, 
who now present themselves with their Letters Di- 
missory from the Bishop of the German Church — 
who ia also King— to the English Evangelical 
Bishop^ to be ordained for his brother ; — but they 
are also communicants of the English diocesan 
Church in Palestine,— part of the flock of the 
English Bishop, — seeking Ordination and Mission 
from him, to exercise the pastoral or priestly office 
within his diocese. And with respect to this latter 
character of theirs, — it is reasonable enough that 
the English Bishop should instruct and examine 
them, and oblige them to all the rules of his own 
Church, if in any secondary details the studies, 
examinations, or certificates required in his Church 
or diocese differ from those required in the Evan- 
gelical Church in Germany, whose Bishop the 
candidate has already satisfied. 



But here again we find ourselves at a loss. For 
granting the double character of the application on 
the part of the candidates, and of the act of Ordina- 
tion itself on the part of the Bishop to be possible, 
and to exist in truth, — that the candidates can and 
do apply at once as members and communicants of 
" the German Church," and of the Church of the 
English Bishop, — as candidates for the pastoral 
oflRce in the former, who have duly satisfied the 
requirements of its spiritual authorities, and come 
with their permission and certificates, as with 
Letters Dimissory, to seek Ordination, and as can- 
didates at the same time for Orders and Mission 
to be exercised under the pastoral care of the 
latter, with a view to which they must satisfy his 
requirements also, — granting all this, and that the 
Bishop ordains them at once for the German Church 
and for his own Church, — still it seems evident, 
that as in their first character they are simply 
candidates for Orders in the German Chm-ch, or- 
dained for the German Bishop upon Letters Dimis- 
sory, so in their second character they are merely 
and simply candidates for Orders and for the pas- 
toral office in the Church and flock of the English 
Bishop who ordains them, and must necessarily 
satisfy all the canonical requirements of his Church, 
just like any other candidates for Orders : and if 
so, there would not appear to be room for any 
special arrangements whatever. And even if any 
arbitrary variations were made by the Bishop in 



ordaining particular candidates of his own diocese 
and flock, still one does not see how he should 
come to make proposals to any foreign King or 
Bishop on the subject ; — for the whole matter is his 
own, and has relation only to the internal affairs of 
his own diocese. So far as the candidates in ques- 
tion are considered members of the German Church, 
under the spiritual jurisdiction of the King of Prussia, 
they have already satisfied all his requirements, and 
have brought certificates to that effect : so far as they 
have another character of communicants and sub- 
jects iu the Church of the English Bishop, and seek 
Orders and Mission from hira, to be exercised mider 
him, they have to do with him and him only : and 
whether he requires of them only the same canonical 
preparation, examination, certificate, and pledge j 
which he is bound to require from all othera,! 
according to the law of his Church, or whether he i 
superadds other special requirements or conditions 1 
of his own discretion, or whether lastly he change ] 
in anytliing, or dispense uncanonically with any of J 
the requirements of his own Church, to please them J 
or others, — still in all these cases alike they have to j 
do with him only, and he with them only : and it is j 
difficult to conceive to wliat end he should make J 
such matters the subject of proposals to be *' humbly, J 
submitted" to the King of Prussia, unless he means J 
to associate that Royal Prelate with himself in the j 
administration of his own Church and diocese. But j 
we must leave these difiiculties, like others, unsolved, , 
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and 1)6 content to take things as they are stated, 
and so continue our examination ; which we will do 
in the following section. 



SECTION IX. 

Ojt the same subject : with reject to the several conditions 
on which it is proposed that the English Bishop in Pales- 
tine shall ordain " candidates for the pastoral office in the 
German Church," to be aftenvards employed as Priests 
and Deaoons in his own Diocese. 

We suppose that a German Evangelical layman 
who has gone to Palestine and obtained there in the 
canonical way the communion of the English 
Bishop, and placed himself under his pastoral care, 
may, if he pleases, identify himself with the Bishop's 
Dwn rite, and, if he subsequently seeks Ordination, 
TTiay seek and obtain it on the same conditions as 
other people who are members of the Bishop's 
Church, and bind himself by the same rules and use 
the same Liturgy as the Bishop and his Consecrators 
of Canterbury and London, together with all those of 
their Clergy for whom no special exception has been 
made, are bound to follow and to use. On the other 
hand it would seem that such a layman in Palestine 
might ordain himself, or be ordained by a number of 
his fellow-laymen,— might be made a Deacon by Ger- 
man Evangelical Deacons, or Deacon and Priest by 
German Evangelical Priests or Bishops, — or might 



be ordained to any other sacred offices or Orders of 
his or their invention, under new names, in such form 
and on such conditions as they agreed upon among 
themselves, — without thereby forfeiting the commu- 
nion of the English EvangeUcal Bishop ; nay, rather 
with the certainty of continuing under his pastoral 
care, with his congregation or audience, even in his 
new capacitj' ; that is, unless any of the many 
conceivable diversities of such Ordinations should 
deprive him of his character of professor of the 
"Evangelical" or "German Protestant" (that is. 
Orthodox and Cathohc) Faith, and member 
of the " German Evangehcal" (that is, Orthodox 
Catholic and Apostolical) Church ; for since he 
is included m those " German congregations of the 
Protestant faith in Palestine," to " all " of which the 
Bishop offers unconditionally his pastoral care, — he 
may act in all respects as he pleases, and be or- 
dained as he hkes best, unless his new Ordination 
should either involve his separation and excom- 
munication from " the German Evangelical Church" 
according to its rules, or should be incapable of 
being recognized as valid Ordination according to 
the Canons either of the German, or the English, or 
the whole Evangelical or ApostoUcal Church, 

But for German candidates for Orders who wish 

to be ordained by the English Bishop in Palestine, 

and do not of themselves request to be ordained on 

the same terms and conditions as other people, the 

'>op and his Consecrators offer (if the King of 



Prussia assents to the proposal, and will allow them 
to avail themselves of it) the option of being or- 
dained upon special conditions ; — so as to be free 
from some of the obligations canonically attendant 
upon English Ordinations, and subject to certain 
other obligations to wliich Clergy of English ordina- 
tion caniiot canonically be compelled by English 
Bishops : in other words, the Bishop and his Con- 
secrators offer to dispense with the Canons of their 
Church in their favour in certain respects, and to 
ordain them on the following conditions : — 

First, that they profess the double character of 
which we have treated in the last chapter, and come 
in the name of the " German Evangelical Church" as 
candidates for the Pastoral office in it, having satis- 
fied its spiritual authorities in all that it requires of 
candidates for Ordination, professing its " Protestant" 
(that is. Catholic or Orthodox) Faith, according to 
the Confession of Augsburg, and bringing permis- 
sion and certificates equivalent to Letters Dimissory 
from the Evangelical German Bishop — that is, from 
the King of Prussia. This first condition is neces- 
sary to be repeated here, as the oifer of Ordination 
to the new proposed Rite is not made indiscri- 
minately to all members of the English Bishop's 
flock from every nation, — nor even to all members 
of the *' German Evangelical Church" who are in his 
communion, and have been received under his 
pastoral care : — it is made only to such as come 
precisely under the above class. 
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Secondly, that being of the class above described, 
and so coming, and having also placed themselves 
under the pastoral care of the Bishop, and desiring 
to remain under him in Palestine to convert the 
Jews, (though some expressions in the documents 
published may lead us to think it likely that this 
latter qualification will not always be insisted upon,) 
the candidates so presenting themselves, or "pre- 
sented" by the King of Prussia, give full satisfaction 
to the Bishop on the following three points. 

That they desire to be ordained by the said 
Bishop ; 

That their faith is pure ; and 

That they are qualified for the special duties 
of their office. 
On all which particulars the Bishop seems to re- 
quire satisfaction rather pro forma, and to keep up 
that double character of the whole transaction 
■which has already so perplexed us, than from any 
real necessity. For the Bishop to vi-hom a candi- 
date for Ordination brings documents equivalent to 
Letters Dimissory, has surely no need to examine 
the applicant, or require " full satisfaction," as 
to the fact of his desiring to receive Ordination at 
his hands, nor even as to "the purity of his faith ;" 
though too great caution in this point is impossi- 
ble, and 80 far the scrupulousness 'of the Bishop 
may be laudable : still it is not, strictly spealting, 
necessary : for the OEcumenical Canons oT the 
Evangelical Church require that the Bishop should 



satisfy himself of the purity of a stranger's faith by 
his canonical letters, and by personal examination 
besides, when he receives him to communion : and the 
applicant for Ordination in the present case, over 
and above this trial, through which he is supposed 
to have already passed, brmgs certificates running 
in the name of the Bishop of the German Evan- 
gelical Church, that the purity of his faith has 
already been examined by the spiritual authorities 
in his former Church and diocese expressly with a 
view to his Ordination, and that he has been found 
by them to be thoroughly grounded in the doc- 
trines of the faith ; (" the Protestant faith" that is, 
of the "German," the " Protestant Reformed" faith 
of the Enghsh, the Orthodox Cathohc and Apostolic 
faith of the whole Orthodox Evangelical or Aposto- 
lic or Catholic Church.) But when a candidate for 
Ordination in one Church comes for Ordination to 
the Bishop of another, with what is equivalent to 
Letters Dimissorj', having already perfectly satisfied 
the Bishop from whom he comes, and for whom, 
and for whose Church he is to be ordained, it is 
not only not necessarj', but scarcely courteous for 
the Bishop ordaining upon the Letters Dimissory 
to re-exaviine the candidates sent to Iiim, as if he 
suspected the competency of the sister Evangehcal 
Church, or of his brother the Bishop for whom he 
ordains, to prepare and examine their own candi- 
dates for Ordination. If a candidate for the pas- 
toral office in the Church of England were sent and 



presented for Ordination to the Primus of the 
Scottish Church with Letters Dimissory, or a cer- 
tificate that he had already been fully prepared and 
examined by the spiritual authorities of the Eng- 
lish Church with a view to his Ordination, and had 
satisfied them in all things required of candidates 
for the pastoral office in that Church, the Scottish 
Primus would hardly re-examine the candidate 
unless he either suspected the competency of the 
English Bishop to examine his own candidate, or 
had some especial reason for thinking that he had 
been deceived in that particular case. So that, as 
we have said above, this express notification, that 
the German candidate in Palestine is to satisfy the 
English Bishop " of the purity of his faith," over and 
above presenting his certificate that he has already 
satisfied the spiritual authorities of the German 
Church, — in one word, that he is to be re-examined, — 
is either a slight thrown upon the German Church 
and her Bishops or a mere formality for the sake of 
maintaining more distinctly throughout the double 
character of the transaction, or else an unnecessary 
ostentation of caution, which might suggest to some 
the fear that there was really something to conceal : — 
as indeed the attempt to give a double character of 
belonging to two Churches at once to the candidate, 
and of ordaining for two Churches at once to the 
Bishop, might well suggest the suspicion that 
neither would the person to be ordained be a bona fide 
candidate for Ordination in either Church, nor the 
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ordaining Bishop really ordain him canooically 
either for " the German Church," or for his own. 
But to return : the remaining point on which the 
Bishop is to satisfy himself, namely, as to the can- 
didate's qualifications for the special duties of his 
office, seems equally superfluous with the two 
former. For on this point also "the German Church," 
— in whose name he comes as a candidate for 
Orders, and from whom he first sought his mission 
for Palestine, (proposing only to accept there the 
English Bishop's offers in order to obtain a greater 
freedom of action and a more successful result of his 
labours) ; — on this point also, we say, "the German 
Church" has satisfied herself already. Like the other 
two, it is a mere repetition, apparently introduced 
for no other purpose than to mark the keeping up 
of the double character above mentioned. 

Thirdly, the Bishop will require the candidate to 
subscribe the three Creeds, the Apostles', the Nicene, 
and the Athanasian ; a precaution which again 
seems somewhat superfluous, when we consider that 
the candidate, (besides the letters he presented and 
the examination he underwent according to the 
CEcuroenical Canons, when admitted to commu- 
nion,) has been already twice examined as to the 
purity of his faith with an express view to this his 
Ordination. For first, he was examined in Germany 
by the German Bishop or his deputy,(when he shewed 
himself to be thoroughly grounded in " the Augsburg 
Confession ;") then again a second time, in Palestine 



by the English Bishop himself ; (when he subscribed, 
as we suppose, the XXXEX Articles, and exhibited 
a certificate from his former Bishop in Prussia, 
"or from some good autboritj- appointed by him," 
of his being fully qualified in every respect for 
the pastoral office, that is, for Holy Orders.) How- 
ever, we may make here the same remark which 
we have made before ; namely, that too much 
caution in respect of the faith is impossible : and 
the subscription of the three Creeds, even though 
virtually another repetition, is certainly a very good 
and pious thing ; and if it is to be repeated three, or 
even thirty times, it cannot be objected to : but such 
is the nature of man, that we are ever apt to suspect 
anything which looks like unnecessary repetition, 
as if it were an attempt at some concealment or 
evasion. One thing is clear, — that if there be fraud 
here, it is a fraud which condemns itself; for no 
heresy can subscribe, without condemning itself, the 
first two verses of the Athanasian Creed : " Who- 
soever would be saved before all things it is ne- 
cessary that he hold the Catholic Faith ; which 
Faith, except every one do keep whole and unde- 
filed, without doubt he shall perish everlastingly." 

Fourthly, it is proposed that the Bishop shall 
thereupon (that is, without requiring anything fur- 
ther) ordain the candidate. 



SECTION X. 



7Re same subject continued: with respect to the Oath of 
(Canonical?) Obedience to be taken,the Mission, Institution, 
or Licence, to be received, and the " Liturgy" or Rite to be 
followed after Ordination, by such Clergy as hare been 
ordained in Palestine upon the special compact or con- 
ditions treated of in the preceding Sections. 

We have thus followed the candidate to his 
Ordination : we have now to consider him as or- 
dained, and as still preserving his double character 
with respect to the two Churches. With respect to 
the form of Ordination itself, we are not told pre- 
cisely whether the Bishop follows in it the Ordinal 
of his own Church, which would seem to he in some 
respects inapplicable, or alters it, or frames a new 
one to suit the special nature of the ease : — perhaps 
he alters the English form ; — but after Ordination 
the newly-ordained Deacon or Priest may be induced 
by circumstances to relinquish his intention of con- 
tinuing in Palestine, and may return to Germany 
to his former Church and diocese. If he does this, 
the question arises, — in what character does he leave 
the English Bishop's diocese, and re-enter into that 
which he originally quitted ? If in the former of 
his two characters, that is, his German character, he 
will need nothing but to carry with him his Lyet- 
ters of Orders, and to satisfy the authority of the 
German Church, which sent him, of the goodness of 
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his reasons for throwing up his ^lission without 
being recalled : if in the latter, that is, in his 
Andean character, he will need also Canonical 
letters, just as any other Clei^rman going from an 
English into a Prussian Evangelical diocese, and 
desiring to be received, according to the intercom- 
monion of the Churches, to communion and clerical 
employment in the latter. But if the newly-or- 
dained Clergyman remains in Palestine, as he 
originally proposed, at once a member and Clergy- 
man and Missionarj- of the " German Evemgelical 
Church," and a communicant Clerej-man and Mis- 
sionary of an English Bishop within his diocese, — 
then, the English Bishop will bind him to the fol- 
lowing conditions, of which notice has now been 
pubhcly given before any Ordination has taken 
place. 

First, he will have to take " the oath of obedience 
to the Bishop and his successor." I suspect here 
that the word Canonical has, somehow or other, 
dropped from the text. But if so, and it is meant 
to designate the oath of English Clergy, and their 
obedience to the existing Canons of the EngUsh 
Church ; this oath utterly precludes the existence of 
any such separate rite as is contemplated : — ^unless 
indeed they are to take the oath of Canonical obedi- 
ence in the sense of a promise to disobey the Canons 
so often and so far as it may please the Bishop to 
dispense with them. But if " the oath oi obedience 
to the Bishop" is not the existing oath of the Eoglish 
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Clergy to observe the existing ritual and discipline 
of the English Church, but some other, It remains for 
its framers to shew us what it really is, for an oath 
of obedience generally, and without law to any eccle- 
siastical superior, is open to very grave objection 
indeed. 

Secondly, Upon taking " the oath," the newly- 
ordained CiergjTnan will receive "permission from 
the Bishop to exercise the functions of his office :" 
that is, we presume, not permission or power to act 
in the abstract according to the duties of his Order, 
(for that has been given already,) but what is techni- 
cally called Mission, answering to Institution, where 
a diocese is divided into settled parishes. The word 
"permission" which is used here is remarkable; 
and is in perfect agreement with many other similar 
expressions observed upon before ; by which we 
have learned from the Archbishop and the King of 
Prussia, that our "Evangelical religion" in many 
cases only allows what we had formerly supposed it 
to require, and that the authority of an "Evangelical" 
Bishop extends only to the government of men who 
are incUned to place themselves under it — to the 
sending of men so far as they may be inclined to 
send themselves, — and to the authorizing of the per- 
formance of pastoral duties so far as men are in- 
clined at once to be authorized and to authorize 
themselves to perform them. So here, for Mission or 
InBtitution we find "permission " — unless indeed the 
word be used in respect of the double character of 



the newly-ordained Clergyman ; and the Bishop j 
means, even after he has imposed an oath of I 
(canonical) obedience to himself, to honour his bro- J 
ther the Evangelical Bishop in Germany, whose I 
candidate he has ordained, by attributing to him I 
the mission of the newly-ordained Clergyman | 
even within the sphere of his own diocese and I 
jurisdiction, and reserving to himself only a con- 
currence of "permission." 

Thirdly, The newly-ordained Clergjinan, when 
sworn to canonical obedience— or to obedience even ] 
beyond the Canons, or in spite of them, as the case I 
may be — and hcensed, "will use in the celebration 
of Divine Service the German Liturgy, which has 
been carefully examined by the Archbishop of Can- 
terbury, and is taken from the Liturgies received in J 
the Churches of His Prussian Majesty's dominions," I 

In this announcement we obtain the first view of 
the new Rite which it is proposed to estabhsh : and 
as this, with one other short paragraph which con- 
cludes the Archbishop's Letter, is all that we have to l 
go upc«i in forming our estimate of its nature, and J 
of its relations to the pre-existing Rites of the I 
English or German Churches, we will examine each I 
part of it with attention. 

The main feature is the use of a new " Liturgy" by 1 
a certain limited class of Clergy ordained by a par- 
ticular English Bishop. Other Clergy of the same I 
diocese, we know, so far as they are bound to | 
canonical obedience, are utterly precluded (as also I 
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is the Bishop himself) from using any otlier "Liturgy" 
or Ritual than the English. The Canons then have 
either been altered by competent authority, or else 
are now relaxed arbitrarily in favour of this class ; — 
unless the same Canons can bind one set of Clergy to 
use, and another not to use the same forms. But sup- 
posing them to have been relaxed, the question arises 
whether the use of the new " Liturgy" is made com- 
pulsory and exclusive to the new class of Germanico- 
Anglican Clergy, or whether it is only permissive, — 
whether the Bishop and the Archbishop have barely 
dispenser! mth the Canons, (still leaving them/reeto 
use the English Service-books also, if more conve- 
nient , within the diocese,) or whether they have bound 
them by "Ihe oath of canonical obedience" to use the 
new "Liturgy" exclusively, "and none other?" And 
again, if they are not bound to the exclusive use of the 
new "Liturgy," with whom does the option or discre- 
tion rest of their using the one or the other ?— with 
themselves or with the Bisliop ? — and if with the 
Bishop, in what way can he force them at any time 
to comply with his desires, or to accept as law what 
is in fact only a dispensation contrary to law ? 
Still further questions arise if we contemplate the 
possibility of their travelling or residing in any other 
English, or Irish, or Colonial, or Scotch, or American 
dioceses : — ^whether they are to be bound to u se^ or are 
to have the discrebloniof using, the- Hew Kibelwherever 
they go? — in our Churches,, or in Chiurehes of their 
own? — whether thcdiocesan-Bishop&hnvopower.evon 



if they have the will, to dispense with the Canons io 
their favour ? and in like manner, when they return 
into Germany, to exercise the pastoral office in that 
" Church" in which they professed to seek it, when 
they came for Ordination, — or when they go into 
any of the sister "Reformed Churches" of the 
Lutherans or Calvinists, (as for instance, into the 
"Kirk of Scotland,") whether they are to be bound to 
use their new Rite, or the Rite of those "Churches Y' 
or may at their discretion use either ? or whether 
they may not also use the English Rite if they 
please ? or whether the authorities of those Churches 
can empower or require them to use any or all that 
have been mentioned 1 or can prohibit the use of 
them? 

The mere use of two or more Liturgies or Rituals 
in one part of the true Church by Clergy ordained by 
the same Bishop, is nothing in itself unprecedented. 
The Clergy of the Greek Church use three different Li- 
turgies, on diiFerent occasions, in the same Churches ; 
and the Clprgy in Scotland many of them use two. So 
that the authorizing of an additional form, whether 
it were left optional or made imperative to some 
Clergy, and prohibited to others, would involve no 
breach of principle, so long as it were done by 
competent authority. The question is here, first, 
whether the English Bishop in Palestine has suffi- 
cient authority ; secondly, whether his superior, 
the Archbishop of Canterbury, has sufficient autho- 
rity either ; and thirdly, whether, even if they had. 



they could make any arrangement which could be 
canonically enforced, even in their own dioceses, or 
which would not depend simply upon the concur- 
rence of the will of the Clergy in Palestine with 
the King of Prussia's money and their wishes, and 
upon the duration of their natural lives. The 
Archbishop, indeed, proposes humbly to the King of 
Prussia that a certain class of Clergy to be ordained 
of their own choice upon certain conditions by one 
of his suffragans, shall use a certain new Liturgy ; 
and he assures His Majesty that the said Liturgy 
" will be used " by them accordingly. But we may 
not unreasonably ask, what real security can the 
Archbishop offer that this shall be the case ? or 
that the first of this peculiar class of Clergy who 
shall use the New Liturgy in the diocese assigned 
by the Queen's Letters Patent to Bishop Alexander, 
within the Sultan's dominions, shall not be sus- 
pended, just like any other Clergyman of English 
Ordination, upon complaint and appeal to the 
Archbishop's own Court of Arches or to the Privy 
Council in England 1 

However, the making of an illegal and uncanoni- 
cal compact, or the arbitrary imposition of certain 
special conditions previously to Ordination on a 
Clergy otherwise canonically ordained by any English 
Bishop, would draw after it no worse consequences 
than these, — that it might bring in some confusion 
of discipline, raise questions among the neighbouring 
Bishops, and sooner or later perhaps subject the 
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offending Bishop with liis new-fangled Clergy to 
canonical punishment. But the mere introduction 
of a new Rite, though ever so uncanonical and 
illegal, would threaten no very fatal consequences 
among a Clergy and congregations canonically in 
communion with an English Bishop, and subject to 
his pastoral care. Nor would the double character 
of the Clergy and congregations — nor the fact that 
they stQI preserved their character of members of 
the German Church, and were in full conamunion, 
both lay and clerical, with all Churches and Rites 
with which the German Church is in communion, — 
make any difference, if only our hypothesis be true, 
that the " German Evangelical rehgion, Church, and 
Clergy" are all truly Evangelical, and canonically in 
communion with our Bishops. It would be only in 
case our previous assumption of lay communion 
with " the German Evangelical Church," and by 
consequence with all "Churches" with which it 
communicates, wxre to turn out to have brought 
us into communion with sects instead of Churches, 
that the Ordination of members of the " German 
Church," in its name, by our Bishops, would complete 
and perpetuate our apostacy by bringing us also, 
through the ambiguous character of the new Clergy, 
into a full clerical communion with the Pastors, 
Preachers, or Ministers of all the sects. But for 
the present we wUl continue to suppose that " the 
German Church" is a true Church, with a true 
Clergy, canonically in communion with our Bishops, 



and in communion with no sects : and upon this 
supposition, the institution of a special order of 
Clergy ordained by our Bishop to follow a special 
Rite, whether in the name of our own Cliurcli only, 
in one or all of its dioceses, or in the name of the 
German only, or in the names of both Churches 
at once, would be no greater evil in itself than the 
approval of a new Religious Order in the Latin 
Churches of the Roman obedience. Such an Order 
or Fraternity, if it had its head quarters in one dio- 
cese, with permission to serve Parochial Churches 
and to use a Rite of its own, (all the Churches 
from which it might draw members to itself, and 
into which its members when ordained might 
return, being really homogeneous and canoni- 
cally in communion with one another,) would vary 
very little from tlie new Rite which the Anglican 
Bishop Alexander proposes to estabUsh in Palestine. 
For the restriction of the new Ordinations to a certain 
class of German candidates is plainly altogether arbi- 
trary ; and there is nothing in the nature of things 
to prevent its being thrown open at any moment to 
Druse, or Arab, or English " Divines," (always 
barring Acts of Parliament and Canons,) or at any 
rate to Scotch, French, or Americans, or from any 
other nation. 

But the German Clergy who enter into the con- 
tract proposed, and are ordained to otficiate accord- 
ing to the new rite, cannot officiate without some 
definite charge or flock either in the Bishop's own 



diocese, or elsewhere, unless indeed they are ordained 
only to go from one Church, Chapel, and Congre- 
gation to another, and relieve the monotonous uni- 
formity, as some tliink it, of the English Ritual, by the 
charm of variety. Religious orders which have their 
own Ritual constitute in themselves well defined and 
compact societies, and if they officiate out of their 
own Churches they use the public Ritual ; on the 
other hand, when distinct rites are permitted either 
at different seasons or in different places under the 
same hierarchy, all Priests indifferently are obliged to 
follow them at the due seasons, or in the places where 
they are used. For whom then are the Germanico- 
Anglican Clergy to officiate ? in what Churches, or to 
what congregations ? and by what distinct Ecclesias- 
tical bond are they to be connected with their flocks ? 
of whose souls are they to have the Cure? and who 
is to commit to them that Cure ? On the one hand, 
we should suppose that this would be of course the 
Bishop who has ordained them, and to whom they 
have sworn to render Canonical obedience, at least 
80 long as they remain within his diocese : on the 
other hand, we remember that they were " candi- 
dates for the pastoral office in the German Chiirch," 
and that " German congregations" are spoken of, 
even after they have accepted the pastoral care of 
the English Bishop in Palestine, as stdl continuing 
to be " congregations of the German Protestant 
Chnrch ;" and after the mention of their Ordination, 
and the oath of Canonical obedience, it is not said 
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in the Archbishop's proposals that the Bishop will 
appoint them a Mission, or institute them to the 
Cure of souls in a parish, or give them charge of a 
flock, — but merely that he will give them "permis- 
sion to exercise the functions of their office." We 
will put the case in both ways, and shall then 
perhaps be able to judge which is the more probable 
alternative. 

First, if the Bishop sends the newly -ordained 
Priest, and gives him charge of a distinct flock, then 
he is clearly sent not as a Priest of "the German 
Church," by her authority, nor as to members of the 
German Church, but as to the charge of soiQs 
which are already of the Bishop's flock ; and in this 
case he wiU officiate strictly and merely for a parish 
or congregation of an Enghsh Diocesan Church. 
The question will then arise, whether the Bishop has 
dispensed with the Canons of his Church in favour 
of all the laity also, as well as in favour of certain 
members of his Clergy : for our Canons bind the 
laity as well as the Clergy to frequent the " Common 
Prayer" and no other worship : and if we suppose 
that the Bishop has dispensed with the Canons 
in favour only of such members of his flock as are 
of German national origin, and desire to avail them- 
selves of the new Rite, the question will arise how 
far he could in reason or justice reiiise any other 
members of his flock, who are not of German 
origin, the liberty of following whichever Rite they 
preferred, or both Rites indiiferently, if they pleased. 
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Further, if the Clergy in question receive institution 
from the Bishop, then all whom they baptize or 
convert, and, in a word, all who in any way, 
whether upon migration from other Evangelical 
dioceses or otherwise, are canonically joined to 
their flock and admitted to communion, become 
thereby in the strictest sense members of the flock 
and Church of the Bishop, equally with those 
Bouls, the care of which they originally received 
from him ; while, on the other hand, it is difficult 
to conceive for what end the Bishop should have 
submitted " proposals" to the King of Prussia con- 
cerning the conditions upon which he shall ordain 
any of his own people, or concerning the details 
of a new Liturgy, to be used exclusively in his own 
flock and by his own Clergy. 

Secondly, if they are not authoritatively ap- 
pointed to a distinct Mission or Cure of souls by the 
Bishop, the only other quarter from whence they 
can be sent is " the German Evangelical Church;" 
and it is true that many expressions wiiich we have 
before noticed, are used concerning that " Church," 
BO as to imply that its members continue to belong 
to it, even when they have accepted the com- 
munion and jurisdiction of the English Bishop. 
But still two equal jurisdictions cannot well be 
actually concurrent at one place and time ; and the 
Clergy in question have sworn canonical obedience 
"to the English Bishop, and received " permission," 
at any rate, from him : and if " the Gferman Church" 
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them to distinct charges, it would seem that those 
charges helong to her, and not to the Bishop : they 
consist therefore of congregations, wliich, though in 
communion with him, have not accepted his pas- 
toral care : but this is inconvenient ; for it repre- 
sents the authority of the " Evangelical Church" in 
Germany as sending her young Divines to he or- 
dained in Palestme by an English Bishop, to swear 
canonical obedience to him, and pledge themselves 
to follow a new rite of his approval, for no other 
end than to officiate afterwards according to the 
new rite in her name, but in the English Bishop's 
diocese, to congregations which decline placing 
themselves under his pastoral care. 

But whether the Clergy in question receive their 
charge from the Bishop, which we shall assume as 
the most probable, or from " the German Church," 
and whether that charge consists of laity who have 
accepted, as we suppose, or of laity who do not 
accept the Bishop's pastoral care, — in both cases 
alike they will be themselves in communion as 
Clergy at once with the English and with the 
Grerman Church, and with all on either side that 
are in communion with them. They will be bound 
by their double character to receive all Clergy and 
laity of both Churches indifferently, the one to 
clerical, the other to lay communion ; giving the 
Sacraments to aU, admitting the Clergy to officiate 
in their Churches, and being willing themselves in 
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communicate and to officiate indifferently with the 
Clergy of either Church, and of all Chm-ches with 
which they are in communion. And lastly, they will 
teach their flocks in like manner to communicate, 
and to claim the right to communicate in all Churches 
and from all Priests or Pastors, either of the English 
or of the German connection. 

What may be the precise form of the new Rite or 
Liturgy, its merits or demerits, it will not be at all 
necessary for us here to examine ; nor indeed have 
we any means for doing so. It is called by the 
Archbishop " the German Liturgy," which is an 
additional sign that the new rite is intended only 
for Germans, who are in communion with both the 
Churches, but who are spoken of as more parti- 
cularly belonging to the German, although they have 
placed themselves under the pastoral care of an 
Enghsh Bishop. Tliis restriction, according to na- 
tional origin, is very remarkable i for it is obvious 
that the same principle which led to its adoption, 
might lead equally to the authorizing of twenty 
iresh and different Liturgies, in twenty other different 
languages, to be used all in one diocese by twenty 
other sets of Clergy ordained upon special con- 
ditions, — if so many Kings could be found to nego- 
tiate with the heads of tlie EngHsh EstabUshment in 
like manner as the King of Prussia has negotiated. 
And not only is this so, but as example is catching, 
it is quite conceivable that every diocesan Bishop 
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in Scotland, America, and the colonies (to say no-" 
thing of England and Ireland) might do the like. For 
ourselves, we should have thought, we confess, that 
one and the same Liturgy, translated if necessary into 
as many languages as nations, would do better ; and 
at any rate, that no very urgent necessity existed in 
the present case for pledging ourselves to break those 
laws and Canons, which we are bound to observe 
and to obey. But to return to tlie new Liturgy 
itself; it is described as " the German Liturgy," and 
seems neither to have been devised nor formed in the 
first instance by the Bishop who now proposes to 
enjoin or permit its use : it is of German origin ; 
and its use seems to he permitted or enjoined upon 
certain Clergy and laity (originally from " the Ger- 
man Church," but now part of the flock and diocesan 
Church of an English Bishop) within the limits of 
his diocese, in compliance with the wishes of " the 
German Church" and its spiritual authorities, to 
which they are still in some way or another reputed 
to belong. They are not, indeed, congregations 
with the privilege of exemption from diocesan juris- 
diction, peculiars, or o-raypiwrTjytai, still under the ex- 
clusive care of that Patriarch, or national Synod of 
Bishops, from whose flock they originally came : it 
is not on any such grounds that they are still al- 
lowed to retain the Rite of their original country and 
Church : quite the contrary. Nor is " the German 
Liturgy " itself the Rite of the Churches from whence 
they came. The " Churches" of Prussia, we leara, have 
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a variety of Liturgies in uae, whose present authority 
is derived from " their reception ;" a reception based 
of course orig;inally upon the act of their spiritual 
authorities. In other " German Churches" which are 
not in the King of Pruss ia's dominions, there may be, 
for any thing we know to the contrary, a still greater 
number and variety " received." All these then to- 
gether are, properly speaking, " The Liturgies of the 
German Church, or Churches," or " The German 
Liturgies." " The German Liturgy," however, which 
is to be used in Palestine Is not any one of these. 
It is a new compilation, made or "taken, from the 
Liturgies in use in tlie Churches of His Prussian 
Majesty's dominions ;" no doubt by competent au- 
thority ; by a synod or convocation of their Bishops, 
or perhaps by the Primate, (whether Metropolitan 
or Patriarch,) acting with their co/isent, and in con- 
formity with their Canons. However that may have 
been, a new Prussian Liturgj' has been compiled by 
some competent spiritual authority of the Prussian 
"Churches;" and that authority has requested, either 
directly or indirectly, through the King, as a favour, 
from then- brother the EvangeUcal English Bishop 
in the Missionary diocese of Palestine, that he 
would authorize or impose the same new Liturgy 
upon such of their spiritual children as may come 
from their dioceses into his, so soon as they have 
become members of his dock. To this rather sin- 
gular request the English Bishop has kindly acceded ; 
and has signified as mucli through his superior 



the Archbishop of Canterbury, and through the 
King of Prussia, to his brethren the Evangelical 
Bishops of Prussian Germany, from whom both the 
new German Liturgy itself and the request for its 
partial adoption in an English diocese originally 
proceeded. 

The Archbishop of Canterbury does not, indeed, 
mention distinctly in his Letter by whom the new 
"Liturgy" has been compiled and " taken from the re- 
ceived Liturgies " of the Prussian "Churches;" but it is 
evident that reference is made to some previous ne- 
gotiation with the King of Prussia ; which negotia- 
tion must have been carried on by His Majesty either 
in his own name, or in the name of the spiritual 
authorities of the Prussian "Churches." We cannot 
suppose it to have been carried on in his own name, 
unless he were at once both King and spiritual Pri- 
mate, and had compiled the "Liturgy " in question 
either himself, or by one of his Divines or Chaplains : 
and this hypothesis is certainly possible; and agrees 
better than any other with the general tone, and with 
many particular expressions, of the documents we 
are considering : — otherwise, we must suppose that in 
his negotiation the King has merely transmitted and 
communicated the acts and wishes of the spirituality. 
But however this may have been, and however much 
we may wonder that the spiritual authorities of the 
Prusso-Grerman " Church" should request from an 
English Bishop a special privilege for their spiritual 
children, when within the limits of his diocese, to use 
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a new Ritual of their compilation, (a request which 
seems unreasonable,) rather than to retain some 
one of the most widely received ' ' Liturgies" to which 
they had been habituated in Germany, (which might 
have seemed more reasonable ;) — however much we 
may be perplexed at this, we have no reason to 
feel anxious about the Orthodoxy or vahdity of the 
new Ritual (any more than we have to apprehend 
any derangement of the fundamental principles of 
discipline and intercommunion in the Catholic or 
Evangelical Church,) so long as we are assured that 
" the Evangelical German Church" or Church of 
Germany is really a true and Orthodox Church, 
homogeneous with our own, and canonically in 
communion with it as part of the same CEcumenical 
unity. So long as we are assured of this, — and 
further, that in the present instance, all that has 
been done or negotiated in the name of the Gfer- 
man Evangelical Church has really been done at 
the instance, or at least with the knowledge and 
consent, of her Apostohc Hierarchy, — there is 
no ground for fear. A " Liturgy," though new, 
may yet fairly be presumed to be Orthodox and 
sufficient, if compiled only by a single Orthodox 
Bishop of learning and piety, to be used within his 
diocese : much more then if compiled from pre- 
existing " Liturgies," by and for the spiritual wisdom 
of a whole Hierarchy, revised and approved by their 
synodical authority, or by that of their Primate, 
and communicated through the King of a great and 
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Orthodox nation to a diocesan Bishop of our own 
Church, through his superior the Archbishop of 
Canterbury. Under such circumstances it seems 
almost a superfluous security, which has been super- 
added by our own Archbishop ; in that he has (as 
he tells the King of Prussia) " carefully examined " 
the " Liturgy" in question : nevertheless, it shews a 
caution and scrupulous care for Orthodoxy, which 
is most proper on such an occasion as the admis- 
sion of a new " Liturgy," even though composed and 
approved by the spiritual authority of the Orthodox 
Churches of a whole neighbouring Kingdom, and 
sent from thence with a request that one of our 
Bishops would permit or enjoin its reception to a 
certain part of his flock in his diocese. It raises 
one's thoughts of the dignity of our Primate's Chair 
to see him re-examining with the eye of a Judge 
a Ritual and Liturgy transmitted to him in the 
name of the Evangelical or Apostolical Churches of 
the whole Prussian kingdom, if not of all Germany, 
and compiled from the Liturgies previously re- 
ceived in those Churches, — Liturgies derived per- 
haps some of them from the times of St. Boniface, 
at any rate of such antiquity that their authors and 
the dates of their introduction seem to be unknown j 
and their authority is rested only on prescription, 
on the fact that they " are received." 




SECTION XI. 



Ob the Third Part of the Archbishop of Canterbury'a Pro- 
posaU : with respect to the Confirmation of Children under 
the new Rite. 

We have arrived now at the concluding paragraph 
of the Archhishop of Canterbury's proposals, and 
indeed of the Letter itself in which he communi- 
cates them to the King of Prussia. This paragraph 
treats of the form of Confirmation to be used for 
such Children as shall belong to congregations of the 
new Rite, and is in fact a mere appendix upon a 
matter of detail, upon which there was no absolute 
necessity for any particular notice : for the Book of 
the new proposed Rite being accessible, and hav- 
ing been referred to and accepted as a whole by 
the Archbishop and his suffragan, the form to be 
used for Confirmation, as well as for Marriage, 
Baptism, and the Eucharist, and all other holy 
ministrations of the Church, would naturally be 
looked for there. But we can easily conceive that 
some accidental circumstance in the previous nego- 
tiation of the Prussian Church and King with the 
English Archbishop may have occasioned the addi- 
tion of this particular notice of Confirmation at the 
end of the " definitive proposals" of the latter : the 
very fact that the rest of the new Rite is said to 
- been taken from the " Liturgies" of " the German 



Church," while in this one particular Office it is to 
follow the order of the Church of England, might 
alone be sufficient to account for its being more 
particularly mentioned. Whether the German Bi- 
shops admired the English form and preferred it to 
those in use in their own dioceses, or to any they 
might be able to compile from those sources, or 
whether the Enghsh Archbishop or his suifragan 
proposed this homage to their own Ritual, that they 
might not introduce a novelty with nothing English 
in it into use in their dioceses, (for we will not suppose 
them to have objected to any thing in the German 
forms,) or whether they felt themselves so bound by 
any English laws or Canons as to be unable to use 
a new Rite themselves in Episcopal ministrations, 
though they could dispense with the Canons, and 
introduce a new Rite in sacerdotal ministrations, 
both for Priests and laymen of their flocks ; — on 
these points we have no sources of information. 
We can scarcely think, indeed, that the English 
EvangeUcal Prelates would feel themselves obliged 
to follow strictly the English Ritual in administering 
Confirmation ; although if the English Ordinal also 
is to be used without alteration in the Ordination 
of Clergy for the new Rite, that may seem to give 
some countenance to the opinion. But it is difficult 
to reconcile such scruples on the part of the English 
Bishops, with any view which should leave it open 
to them to introduce the proposed Rite at all ; and 
if one set of Clergy were absolutely bound to one 



Rite, and another set of Clerjy with the Bishop, in 
the same diocese, absolutely bound to another, the 
Bishop himself and one part of his Clergy would 
be precluded from officiating in some of the Churches 
of his own diocese, excepting in those exclusively 
Episcopal offices in which the one Rite coincided 
with the other. And on whatever pljin we suppose 
the two Rites to be constituted, we shall meet with 
intolerable inconveniences, imless we suppose it to 
be lawful at least for the Bishop and both classes of 
his Clergy, under certain circumstances, to officiate 
according to either order, and also lawful for aU the 
laity to use equally the ministrations and frequent 
the offices of both. But to return to the particular 
point of Confirmation : — 

" With respect," the Archbishop says, " to the 
Confirmation of young persons of such congrega- 
tions &c." We assume that the word such is intended 
to identify the congregations in question with those 
congregations or flocks of Evangelical beUevera of 
German origin, which have obtained in the canonical 
way the Bishop's communion, have accepted the 
offer of his pastoral care, and lastly, have perhaps 
invited the ministration of some of his Clergy of the 
new Rite, whom he has " permitted" to accept the 
invitation ; so that ' ' young persons of sucli congrega- 
tions" are in other words children, or young persons, 
under the charge of Priests who use the new rite. 
kWith respect to the Confirmation of such children 

is proposed by the Archbishop, — 
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First, That "the Clergyman of the congregation 
shall prepare them for that purpose in the usual 
manner." The word "usual" here may raise a 
question : it can scarcely refer to any manner which 
would be "usual" according to the new Rite, for 
that has not yet come into " use," while to refer it to 
that " use," which is based upon the English Prayer 
Book, might make it look something like an intuna- 
tion that the new Clergj' are to officiate according 
to the text of one Office-book, and guide themselves 
at the same time by the rubrics of another. The 
only other alternative which presents itself is, that 
the word should refer to what has been the "use" 
in the Evangelical or Apostolical and Catholic 
"Church" in Germany, from whence they originally 
came, when they first became members of the 
English Bishop's diocesan flock and Church in 
Palestine. This latter supposition is somewhat 
countenanced indeed by the succeeding clause, which 
we shall soon have to consider ; but it is not un- 
attended by difficulty; and the view which we should 
be inclined to prefer is, that tlie " usual" way may 
here mean that way, which has been usual with tlie 
Bishop who ordained them, and with the rest of his 
Clergy, — which is usual to the Bishop, in conse- 
quence of his bemg obbged to follow the rubrics 
of the English Prayer Book, and which may be 
henceforth spoken of as usual indifferently to both 
classes of his Clergy, inasmuch as those directions 
of the English Prayer Book, which relate to the 



preparation of children for Confirmation, and are 
joined with the Baptismal Offices and with the Cate- 
chism, have either been adopted into the Office-book 
of the new Rite or " German Liturgy," or else are al- 
together equivalent to other similar directions which 
it contains in reference to the same subject. For 
we cannot suppose that book to be altogether silent 
upon so important and necessarj- a point : — unless 
indeed "the German Church" still adheres to the 
primitive and Oriental usage of Confirming children 
and grown people alike, as soon as they are bap- 
tized, — and rejecting the modern notion which has 
crept in so extensively in the West, — that the capa- 
city of the soul for receiving "an Element of Chris- 
tianity," the " Seal of the Gift of the Holy Ghost," 
depends upon the development of the intellect. 
But the "German Evangehcal Church," as one of the 
Western Churches, has no doubt long since com- 
plied with the custom of her Ruler the Roman 
Pope in deferring Confirmation, and in securing to 
children a certain amount of elementary instruction 
in their rehgion, by making their reception of it the 
only means of obtaining two Sacraments, which even 
the most savage and lawless or worldly parents 
know to be necessary for their soul's health. The 
" Liturgies," or rather Rituals, then, "which are re- 
ceived in the German Churches of His Prussian 
Majesty's dominions," and from which the new 
"German Liturgy" is taken, contain all of them, 
no doubt, full directions as well for the postponement 
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of the " Apostolical rite of Confirmation," as for the 
giving of that instruction, for the purpose of secur- 
ing which it has been postponed. And it is not, as 
we have said before, conceivable, that the German 
Bishops would omit all mention of these points, 
when they were drawing up from such sources a 
new ritual destined to be adopted, at their request 
or at their Sovereign's, by an Evangelical Enghsh 
Bishop, in a distant diocese, for the German portion 
of his Clergy and flock. 

Clergymen then, if we mistake not, of the new 
Rite introduced by the English Evangelical Bishop 
of the diocese of Palestine, will prepare the chil- 
dren, or young people, of their flocks after Baptism 
"in the usual way" for Confirmation: that is, 
"will see that they are taught the Creed, the 
Lord's Prayer, and the Ten Commandments in their 
own tongue, and will further instruct them them- 
selves in the Church Catechism set forth for that 
purpose." Where they are to look for their direc- 
tions, or for " the Church Catechism," is a question 
wliich we may pass over without any attempt to 
arrive at greater certainty, at all events till we have 
seen the new Ritual. 

After having prepared the young people " in the 
usual manner," the Clergyman, (i. e. the Priest, who 
has charge of the congregation) " will subject them 
to the requisite examination ;" that is, " the examin- 
ation which is required." Required by whom? by 
the Church ? but what examination does the 
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Church require ? The Church requires every 
Curate "to take especial care that none shall be 
presented to the Bishop but such as can render 
an account of their faith according to the Catechism 
in the said book contained, and when the Bishop 
shall assign any time for" a Confirmation, every 
such Curate " shall use his best endeavour to pro- 
pose and make able" " as many as he can," &c., 
(Canon 61, A.D. 1602). And in the rubrics at- 
tached to the Office for Confirmation, every Curate 
is directed " diligently upon Sundays and Holydays 
after the Second Lesson at Evening Prayer, openly 
in the Church to instruct and examine so many 
children of his parish sent unto him as he shall 
think convenient in some part of this Catechism:" 
but the examination spoken of in this rubric refers 
rather to the method of instruction by questions 
and answers, than to any stated and formal examin- 
ation " requisite" after the instruction has been 
completed, and previously to Confirmation. What 
then is " the requisite examination" spoken of in 
the Archbishop's proposals to the King of Prussia ? 
It may be, perhaps, some examination required in 
the Catholic offices of the German Church, which 
has been copied into the new German ritual ac- 
cepted by the Archbishop and his suffragan : but if 
so, and if we are to look there for rules for preparing 
candidates for Confirmation different from the 
Rubrics and Canons of the English Church, our 
former difficulty about the phrase "in the usual 
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manner" recurs. Perhaps we might have concluded 
that the phrase " requisite examination" refers 
merely to such examination as a Curate may pro- 
bably think requisite of his own will and discretion, 
in order to ascertain that the children have really 
learned as much as the Church requires them to leani 
previously to being Confirmed, But the next clause 
in the Archbishop's Proposals, to which we shall come 
shortly, cuts off this chance of evading the difficulty ; 
and forces us, in spite of ourselves, to suppose that 
" the usual manner" of preparing young people, the 
" examination requisite" after preparation, and that 
" receiving of the profession of their faith," which 
follows again after the examination, are aU parts of 
one system ; which system is not that of the English 
ritual, nor that of the new Office-book (for the word 
" usual," as we have observed above, precludes that), 
and which we must therefore suppose to be that of 
one or all of the German Liturgies or Rituals 
"received" and in "use" in the Churches of the 
Prussian dominions. If this be so, we have again, 
in the matter of Confirmation, just such another 
assertion of a double character (of belonging to 
two Churches at once, in one diocese) both for 
Clergy and laity, as we found so much difficulty in 
understanding in the matter of Ordination. The 
" young people" here answer exactly to the " young 
Divines" there. The "young Divines" had been 
admitted to the communion and received under the 
pastoral care of an English Bishop, (who of course 
k2 



was assisted by his Presbyters,) iii his diocese, but 
were still notwithstanding represented as members of 
"the German Congregation," and " candidates for the 
pastoral office in the German Church :" the " young 
people" here in Uke manner have been even bap- 
tized and bred up in the diocese and Church of 
an English Bishop, under Clergy of his Ordination, 
but are notwithstanding represented as being still 
members of " the German congregation or Protestant 
Church," and candidates for Confirmation in it. 
The " young Divines" were " candidates for the 
pastoral office in the German Church," while yet 
they were seeking actually to receive their Ordina- 
tion, and that not merely by Letters Dimissory, 
from a Bishop of the English Church : the " young 
people" here are candidates for that Confirmation 
which is in " use" in the German Church, and yet 
at the same time they are seeking actually to receive 
it from the English Bishop. The " young Divines" 
were required first to satisfy " the German Church " 
in all that preparation and examination which she 
requires, previously to conferring her " Pastoral 
office," and to bring proof of this to the English 
Bishop as members of his flock in his diocese; after 
which they were again to satisfy him, in all that the 
English Church requires previously to conferring 
her Ordination ; and so to he ordained by the English 
Bishop, after the English Ordinal, into something com- 
pounded of the German " Pastorate," and the Eng- 
lish Priesthood ; representing with strict impartiality 
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the Communion and the Clergy of both Churches at 
once, or if that is impossible, of neither : the " young 
people" now in Uke manner are required, first to 
satisfy "the German Church" in all the preparation 
and examination which is "usual" in her dioceses 
previously to conferring her Confirmation, and to 
approve themselves thereby to an English Bishop in 
his diocese; and then again to satisfy him in all that 
the English Church requires previously to conferring 
her Confirmation, and so to be confirmed by the 
English Bishop, after the EngUsh form, by a Con- 
firmation compounded of the German " Reception" 
and the Enghsh "Element of Christianity," repre- 
senting with strict impartiality the doctrine of both 
Churches at once, or if that is impossible, of neither. 
The Curate, we read in the Archbishop's Proposals, 
or rather as it is in the text itself, " the Clergyman," 
(i. e. Ecclesiastical or spiritual person,) which will 
translate better into German, and represent better 
the double character of "Pastor" or "Preacher" 
and Priest, — the Curate or " Clergyman of the con- 
gregation" (a congregation of double character like 
himself) "wiU prepare young persons for Confirma- 
tion in the usual manner ;" young persons, who 
are, like their Clergy, of two Churches and religions 
at once, and are prepared for two kinds of Con- 
firmation in the manner " usual" for each kind, the 
one kind and manner of preparation being of the 
German, the other kind and manner of preparation 
of the English Church ; the Pastor-Curate " will 



subject them to the requisite examination ; " (such as 
he was suhjected to himsetf before he became a 
"young Divine" in "the German Chorch,") "and 
will receive from them in the presence of the congre- 
gation" (in its German capacitj-) " the profession of 
their" (German) " faith ;" just as the Pastor of his 
own German congregation in Germany some years 
before received from him his profession of the same. 
" They will then he presented" by the same Pastor, 
(acting now in the capacity of Curate or Parish 
Priest of an English diocese) "to the" diocesan 
" Bishop," as baptized members of his flock ; 
and the Bishop will receive from them in the 
presence of the congregation (the same congre- 
gation it may be, and in the same church, but ap- 
pearing now in its English capacity), the pro- 
fession, or rather the renewal of their Baptismal 
profession, of their English faith : after which He 
*' wiD Confirm them according to the form of the 
'Liturgy' of the United Church of England and 
Ireland :" in order, as the rubric expresses it when 
speaking of baptized adults, " that so they may he 
admitted to the Holy Communion;" which another 
rubric attached to the Confirmation office itself for- 
bids to be administered to any one " till such time 
as he be Confirmed, or be ready and desirous to be 
Confirmed ; " (that is, so soon as there may be an 
opportunity ; which there always is when there is a 
Bishop present.) Thus then having been Baptized, 
Confirmed, and Communicated by the Bishop, assisted 



135 

by Clergy of his own Ordination, in a church situ- 
ated within his diocese, in the presence of a congre- 
gation of communicants who are under his pastoral 
care, — they become fully, and one would think exclu- 
sively, members of his diocesan Church ; having 
never yet perhaps so much as set their foot out of 
his diocese : and yet they appear at the same time 
to he considered as no less fully and completely 
members of a " German EvangeUcal congregation" 
of the " German Protestant Church," baptized, con- 
firmed, and communicated according to " the Ger- 
man Liturgy," subject to German "Pastors" of the 
German " Mission," and following a rite proceed- 
ing from the spiritual and temporal heads of the 
Prusao-German Churches in Europe, and only im- 
posed on them iy the English Bishop in whose dio- 
cese of Palestine they reside, in consequence of a 
request made to him by the King of Prussia on 
the one hand, and their own voluntary acceptance 
of his pastoral jurisdiction as desirable, though not 
necessary, on the other. 



SECTION XII. 

Of the approval, and acceptance, and fmhlication, of the 
Proposals aubmitted by t/ie Archbishop of Canterbury to 
the King of Prussia. 

With that mention of Confirmation which we have 
now considered, the Proposals of the Archbishop 
of Canterbury, the Letter in which they are " sub- 
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mitted " to the King of Prussia, the King's letter 
commuDicatmg them to his Minister, and the Mi- 
nister's announcement to the public through the 
medium of the State Gazette, are all brought 
together to a close. No answer to the Arch- 
bishop of Canterbury, nor any act of acceptance of 
the Proposals on the part of the German Bishopg, 
or Hierarchy, or of the King in their name, is pub- 
lished ; but it appears evident that the King con- 
siders the Proposals as accepted, and that he ex- 
pects the pubhc to consider them as accepted too ; 
since he announces liis wish to induce young ' 
Divines to go to Palestine and act upon them im- 
mediately, which imphes that the treaty between 
the Churches is already ratified, and its provisions 
in full force. It is, however, somewhat remarkable, 
if there be indeed any treaty at all between the 
Churches, that no spiritual agency beyond the third 
person of a verb in the future tense should appear on 
the English side of the negotiation, as the source 
of the Proposals : though it is true that information 
concerning this third person is tendered, as very 
desirable, by the first of our Bishops to the King of 
Prussia ; and the same third person is made to sub- 
mit himself humbly before the throne of His Majesty, 
and drop down from his positive tone of " mil" to 
the conditional "may," that is, if His Majesty ap- 
proves and pleases. On the other hand, it is still 
more strange, when we consider the nature of the 
whole negotiation, that no direct mention, nay, nor 
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iny spiritual power or authority wha^ver, as 
representing the " German religion/' and the " Ger- 
man Church," should occur from one end of it to 
the other. The EngUsh Archbishop wTites not to 
any Ecclesiastical authority or person, but to the 
King, and submits to him (from whatever source, and 
by whatever authority) " definitive Proposals ;" which 
implies a previous negotiation : but no hint transpires 
that the Prussian Clergy or Church have been in 
any way parties to this negotiation, still less that 
the definitive Proposals are to derive their force 
from any Ecclesiastical acceptaace. The Archbishop 
does not even request the King to communicate 
them to any body, but seems to write his Letter and 
send the Proposals solely for His Majesty's personal 
information, as if it were a mere private treaty 
and arrangement, such as any wealthy or powerful 
layman might enter into with any spiritual autho- 
rities, if he wished to do good within the hmits of 
their jurisdiction ; in order to obtain from them such 
concessions or assistance, as they might be able, con- 
sistently with the Canons of their Church, to afford. 
Neither does the King seem to consider the Proposals 
to be intended for the Church, or for any spiritual 
authority, or for any person whatever, besides him- 
self. He transmits them to no synod of Clergy for ac- 
ceptance or ratification : he does not even announce 
to the Church, as such, either the Proposals, or his 
own acceptance of them: he merely pnhhshes them in 
the State Newspaper, that he may the more readily 



find a number of people who will be ready to avail 
themselves of the treaty which he has made as an 
individual nith one or more English Bishops, acting 
also in their individual capacity, for all such Ger- 
mans as may concur with them more or less, as in- 
dinduals, in their rehgious views and s}Tnpathies, 
and think it worth while, from one motive or an- 
other, to "accept" a share in their compact. How- 
ever, that we may preserve our. hypothesis with as 
much consistency as possible to the end, we are 
bound to observe that the Archbishop of Canter- 
bury, on the other hand, may have obtained, for all 
that appears, a sufficient and synodical authority to 
enable him to submit the " Proposals" in the name 
of the English Church, and to bind his snfiragan in 
Palestine canonically to carry them into effect when 
accepted : and it is possible also, on the other hand, 
that the spiritual authorities of the German Evan- 
gelical Church may have been parties to the nego- 
tiation, or may have authorized the King to act in 
their name ; and may have further accepted and rati- 
fied the Proposals from England themselves, or may 
have concurred in their acceptance and ratification 
by the King. 



SECTION XIII. 

0/ appearances which indicate that we have been proceeding 
hitherto upon a false hypothesis, and that tlte " Evangelical 
Religion" of Germany is not after all identical with our 
own truly Evangelical Religion ; nor " the German Pro- 
testant Church" a part of the same unity with the Apo- 
stolical Churches of England arid Ireland. 

Hitherto we have adhered to the supposition that 
the " German Evangelical religion" is identical with 
the truly Evangelical rehgion, and " the German 
congregation" or "Protestant" or "Reformed 
Church" a part of the same unity with our own 
Church. But it is time now that we review the 
chief difficulties which have forced themselves upon 
our minds in the course of the preceding exami- 
nation, and take notice of some other arguments 
and objections, which make it seem after all im- 
possible that the German "Evangelical religion" 
and " Church" should be homogeneous with our 
own. 

In the first place we would ask, if the " German 
Evangehcal Church" be " a Church" at all, how are 
we to account for the circumstance already noticed, 
that in a negotiation which concerns her spiritual 
children, and in which the first " Bishops" of " the 
Church of England" appear with Proposals on the 
one side, the only parties to represent the " Ger- 
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man Charch" on the other, are a Kmg, to wbom 
the English Proposals are " humbly submitted," a 
iaff Minister of State, and a Neirspaper ? Or how- 
can we explain the fact, that from the beginning of 
the negotiation to the end, — though the fonnation 
of a new " Liturg}'," the preparation of candidates 
both for Orders and Confirmation, and the giving 
of testimonials equivalent to Letters Dimissory, are 
treated of, — no spiritual authority of the German 
" Church," nor any single spiritual person, nor the 
title of any single holy order, whether of Bishop, 
Priest, or Deacon, is so much as once named? 

But in truth, it is notorious that there are in the 
State Establishment of the so-called Evangelical 
religion in Prussia, neither Bishops, Priests, nor 
Deacons canonically ordained, but only " Pastors," 
"Preachere," or " Ministers ;" who at the best, and 
e^'en if they asserted for themselves the true character 
of the Priesthood, could shew no other title than a 
succession of Ordinations remounting in the Lu- 
theran or Protestant branch to a German Priest, 
in the Calvinistic or Reformed branch to a 
French layman. Such being the origin of the 
" Evangelical Clergy," — and the Establishment it- 
self, which is called a Church, and in which they 
officiate, having been compounded only a few years 
ago by the King out of the two Denominations, to 
the exclusion of many of their truest representatives, 
— neither the Prussian Establishment nor its Clergy 
has any fixed definition or existence, which is 



capable of being recognised by the Canons of the 
Apostolic Church. This we shall understand more 
clearly, if we take the case of any particular Prus- 
sian layman or Pastor who should seek lay or clerical 
communion from an English, or Roman, or Greek 
Bishop, or even from any of the heretical Churches 
of the East, and should find the Bishop disposed 
to deal with him according to those Canons which 
are common to all Episcopal Churches. 

Let us suppose the King of Prussia himself, as 
a layman, seeking the communion from any such 
Bishop into whose diocese he may have come, as a 
member of the " German Evangelical Church," and 
in her name. The Bishop might perhaps have every 
disposition to recognise the "German Evangelical 
Church," and might be far from wishing to call in 
question either its existence or the truth of its 
Orthodoxy. But he would reply to His Majesty that 
before he could canonically receive him to his com- 
munion, he was bound in strictness to require from 
him the production of canonical letters from the 
Bishop of that Church or diocese from wbence he 
came ; informing him at the same time that if any 
persons were ever admitted to communion without 
actually producing such canonical letters, it was 
nevertheless always supposed that the letters 
were at hand, or at any rate could be obtained 
and produced if required. What answer could 
be returned to this ? Would it be said that 
in the German Evangelical Church there is no 



Bukop ? But a Church which knows no Bishop 
is itself unknown to the Canons of the Episcopal 
Church : nor is any layman or clerk known to its 
canons except through his Bishop. It would have 
been more possible for him to obtain communion if 
he had claimed it as a man that was at variance with 
his Bishop, in virtue of some unjust excommuni- 
cation, (for an appeal recognises the authority 
against which it is made,) than to come without 
acknowledging any Bishop at all : for the Canons 
contemplate the case of persons who may have been 
wronged in any one Church ; and such persons may 
be canonically received by the Bishop of another, if 
after examining the candidate he disallows the ex- 
communication of his brother, and justifies himself 
by appealing to a synod. Or do we suppose that it 
could be pleaded in favour of the applicant that a 
Bishop and a Priest are virtually the same thing, 
one order in essence, and that the " Pastors " in 
Germany are, in fact. Priests, and so also Bishops ? 
and that he had brought, or could easily procure, 
the canonical letters from his " Pastor ?" In answer 
to this, the Bishop would necessarily reply that the 
Canons know no Priest as a Bishop, but distinguish 
between the two orders, and require letters of com- 
munion from the diocesan Bishop as distinct from 
the mere Priest. So that even if he were orthodox 
in iiis personal faith, the applicant could never be 
received canonically to communion as a member of 
any non-episcopal society : but he must come as an 



individual, either with his canonical letters of com- 
munion, or appealing canonically against an unjust 
excommunication, or else, lastly, as seeking to be 
canonically admitted to the communion of the 
Apostolic Church, as for the first time, by the 
Bishop to whom he comes, and pledging himself to 
continue ever after steadfast " in her Doctrine and 
Fellowship, in her Breaking of the Bread and in her 
Prayers," according to the ApostoUc rule, and to 
frequent none other. 

The case will be precisely similar, if it be a Ger- 
man Pastor, Preacher, or Minister who makes the 
appHcation. He cannot canonically obtain even lay 
communion ; much less clerical : and even if he could, 
though the thing is impossible, and were to seek to 
disguise the novelty of his office by calling himself 
a Deacon or Priest, still his Letters of Orders must 
be produced : and letters of orders not running in 
the name of a Bishop, are as little known to the 
Canons of the Episcopal or Apostolical Society, as 
letters communicatory from a "Pastor," or "passive 
Communion," without any canonical letters either 
produced or supposed at all. 

Again : we have seen that the " German Evan- 
gelical religion" and " Church" leaves it a matter of 
free choice to Laymen, Divines, and Congregations, 
to " accept" or not, as they think more advantage- 
ous, the "offer" of " pastoral care and protection" 
which may be made to them by the Evangelical 
Bishop in his diocese. But the truly Evangelical Re- 



ligion and Church, and the Canons of our own and of 
all other Episcopal Churches, on the contrary, require 
the Bishop to extend his pastoral care over every 
soul within his diocese, and require aU faithful men, 
whether Clergy or laity, to seek the communion of 
the Bishop immediately upon entering into his 
diocese, and to continue obediently suhject to his 
jurisdiction afterwards. 

The appUcation of the above German principle 
necessarily establishes a distinction betri'een the 
right of communion in the Sacraments, and the ne- 
cessity of obedience to discipline ; — which distinc- 
tion draws after it again, by consequence, the "inclu- 
sion" of every variety and contrariety, and the most 
unlimited independence, of reUgious discipline and 
opinion within the definition and communion of the 
true Church : whereas the general Councils whose 
Canons are stiU law for the Church of England, and 
the whole truly Evangelical Church, anathematize or 
excommunicate as heretics all sectaries, and all who 
communicate or pray with sectaries in like manner. 

And while canonical recognition and intercom- 
munion in the truly Evangelical Church involves not 
only " relations," as between separate Churches, but 
unity, so that Bishop answers to Bishop, Priest to 
Priest, Deacon to Deacon, laity to laity ; and each 
diocesan Church, and every part and member of 
any diocesan Church, loses all separate existence, 
and merges absolutely in every other similar Church 
into whose district it may pass ; — the difference of 
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the plural " Churches" being merely local, and the 
particular Churches themselves homogeneous one 
with another, and with the whole ; — we find in 
marked contrast to this unity, that the closest union 
which the so-called Evangelical or " Protestant" re- 
ligion of Germany can even imagine for itself with 
ours, (even when both parties most desire unity and 
circumstances seem most favourable,) is one which 
only compounds them together as heterogeneous 
elements of no affinity to one another, and creates 
in one and the same diocese laymen. Clergy, con- 
gregations, and a Church, which have all within 
themselves two perfectly distinct beings, — by one 
of which they are identified with the self-called 
" Evangelical" and un-Apostolical sects, by the 
other with all Apostolical and really Evangelical 
Churches. And in this compound if we search ever 
so closely for the joint and medium which ought to 
connect the two religions and Churches together, 
that is, for some canonical law of intercommunion 
in the Sacraments, (canonical according to the rules 
of each party, and validly ratified by both,) none 
such is to be found. Intercommunion is assumed 
in practice as necessary, but no attempt is made to 
legitimatize it in theory. In fact, no allusion what- 
ever to the subject of Communion occurs from one end 
of the negotiation to the other ! 

If the German so-caUed Evangelical religion and 
Church were homogeneous with the truly Evangelical 
religion and Church, it would have been impossible 
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that a certain writiag or apc^t^' of private indivi- 
doals or political bodies, called " the Cooiessioa of 
Au2:8burg," which is whoUv wanting in authoritT to 
bind the conscience of any man. shoold be spoken of 
as the standard of the " Gennan Protestaat Faith," 
in which candidates for " the pastoral office" in " the 
Gennan Church" most be thoroughly grounded. 
Any document which coidd be so spoken of in a 
tmly Evangelical Church, must have been coofirmed 
(like our own XXXIX Articles) by the decree of " the 
Sacred Synod" of the Bishops, "as agreeable to Holy 
Scripture and to the interpretations of the Catholic 
Fathers and ancient Bishops ;" and so bound by 
Apostolical authority upon the Church. 

Lastly, it is notorious to all the world that there 
is no such thins: in existence as any ]>ermanent 
and definite society, not to say Church, which can 
answer to the desismation of the " German Protes- 
tant or Evangelical Church." It is notorious that 
the word " Evangelical," as used in Germany, has 
no relation to the Message as coming from the 
Messengers, but to the written voliune of the Bible, 
which is falsely asserted to be a message addressing 
itself directly to all mankind ; also that the title 
" Evangelical Church" or "Congregation" designates 
no Divine or ApostoUcal organization, but only the 
aggregate of individuals and associations which agree 
in deriving for themselves their religious opinions 
from the Sacred Volume, or in following the tradi- 
tions of others who have done so ; and that the 
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"Evangelical religioa" in like manner means no 
more than the whole mas8 and variety of reUgious 
opinions and motives, which may exist within the 
compass of the so-called " Evangehcal Church." 

It is notorious that three centuries ago certain indi- 
viduals, who did not pretend to any Divine mission 
to teach with authority a definite Creed, set the 
example to a great number of other individuals of 
standing out against the excommunication of their 
Bishops, not hy any bond fide protest or appeal, as 
of individuals, to a synod, but so as to pretend to 
subsist apart ; and that these men founded new and 
separate "Churches," new "Clergy," and a new 
" religion" of their own, independent even of the whole 
Episcopate. It is further notorious, that from two 
chief sects or associations, — Nebuls,as it were of cen- 
trifugal atoms, — there has been formed since a vast 
number of minor sects, all one with the tirst two by 
community of principle and equality of right, but 
more or less separated from them by the decompos- 
ing action of their common principle. From their 
gradual decomposition the Protestant and Re- 
formed communities, which had the appearance 
at the outset of two new and distinct religions, and 
did not even communicate with one another, learned 
to think less and less of varieties of opinion or dis- 
cipline, every one of which had apparently as good 
a right to exist as any other, and to perceive more 
and more tliat deep and essential unity of origin and 
principle wliich really joined all their varieties of 
l2 
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opinion together into one "Protestant," " Reformed," 
or "Evangelical religion," and all their varieties of 
discipline into one "Protestant," "Reformed," or 
" Evangelical Church." This progress of " the prin- 
ciple of the Reformation," of "Protestantism," or 
" Scriptural Christianity," has reached in our own 
time such a point, that recently, when the late King of 
Prussia commanded the union of the Protestant (or 
Lutheran) and the Reformed (or Calvinistic) com- 
munities of his dominions, it was found that no 
mutual negotiations, explanations, or concessions, 
on points of doctrinal belief, any more than of dis- 
ciphne, were any longer necessary ; and that they 
might associate in one " Evangelical" State Esta- 
blishment upon terms of perfect equality and mutual 
recognition. At the same time as each of these two 
Nebulee was either immediately or intermediately in 
communion with all the sects which had been 
derived from it since its original formation, the 
union of the two together was a union in effect of 
the whole of " Protestant Clu-istianity," (including 
the Scottish Establishment and all the Denomi- 
nations of English and American sectaries) by a 
bond of formal and recognised communion. To 
this union of social and doctrinal sectarianism under 
the shadow of the " principle of Religious Establish- 
ments," nothing more was wanting than the acces- 
sion of the Episcopalian heresy, — a heresy which 
supposes that the lineal inheritance of Apo- 
stolic authority to teach and bless, mav be used as 



a centre of union and respectability among sects, 
wliicli base the existence of their pseudo-Churches, 
pseudo-religion, and pseudo-Clergy, upon the assump- 
tion of a so-called "Evangelical" liberty to all men to 
teach and bless themselves. And this last accession 
of strength and beauty to the edifice of Protest- 
antism would then bid fair to be realised, when 
there should be seen a Bishop of Jewish blood on 
Mount Sion, ofiering to unite all sects and sectarian- 
ized Churches in one communion, upon a footing 
of the most perfect equality. That so the ultimate 
development of the varieties of a falsely called 
"Evangelical" licence might return to concentrate 
themselves and terminate their warfare on that spot, 
from whence the first commencement of the truly 
Evangelical unity overspread the world ;^that the 
First Successor and Brother, after the flesh, of the 
Great Bishop of souls, on the scene of His humilia- 
tion and victory, might find a counterpart in 
another Bishop of Jewish blood, who so far as the 
principle of his mission is concerned, (for we speak 
not of his person,) seems to be in fearful danger of 
I the Precursor of some great Antichrist. 



SECTION XIV. 
In which certain witnesses are cited in support of tfte argu- 
ments brought in the preceding Section to prove that the 
" German Evangelical religion" is not identical with the 
religion of the Church of England. 
BoT as testimony is with some minds more con- 
clusive than argument, we will introduce here the 
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testimony of two or three witneeses, who will appear, 
we trust, every way unexceptionable. These wit- 
nesses are three very amiable, frank, and intelligent 
German Pastors; not "young Divines,"butDivinesof 
some standing in the ' ' German Evangelical Church," 
selected and sent by the King of Prussia himself for 
no other purpose than to study and report upon the 
state of our own English Church. In pursuance of 
the duties of their mission, these gentlemen, iimong 
other places, visited the University of Oxford ; and 
it was in one of the Colleges there, in the month 
of June last, that the conversations took place, from 
minutes of which the following extracts are now put 
together. 

I. They observed that the doctrine of the Trinity 
does not hold the same place in the theological 
systems of Germany that it does in England : with us 
it is the cardinal point upon which all turns ; — ^but 
with them, they said, questions relating to the doc- 
trine of the Trinity are regarded as of secondary im- 
tance, and Justification by Faitli holds the first place. 

II. M. spoke of " Me difference" about the 

Episcopate (which he called Episcopacy) as irrecon- 
cileable ; but said that the confusion of opinions 
among us in England upon this point is so great 
that he knows not what to think : — " Your opinion, 
however, he said, is not that of the body, nor of the 
Bishops, but only of a small section." On being 
asked whether there were any people in Germany 
who would admit our doctrine of the Church being 



151 

formed through the Episcopate by the Sacraments ? 
he exclaimed with energy, "No! not one! How- 
ever," he continued, " the Bishop of London has re- 
cently stated that doctrine clearly enough — very 
fairly — in the first two ol" his Three Sermons on the 
Church ; though he does not agree with you. We 
were surprised ;" he said. " Yes," it was answered, 
" and so were we, and very well pleased ; which is 
more, we dare say, than you were ; although the ob- 
ject of the whole publication was to defend a prac- 
tical conclusion, which does not iiuite follow from such 
premisses." They acknowledged that they had not 
been pleased at all. M. was asked what pre- 
cise sense they attached to the word " Church ? " He 
admitted, in answer, that they used it in a very free 
and indefinite way ; that in speaking, for instance, of 
the present National Evangelical Church, as " the 
Church," they were veiy far from " unchurching" 
the less complying parties or old Lutherans, which 
have remained non-conformists. He observed that 
" all such questions turn for you upon the doctrine 
of a Visible Church, which is utterly denied among 
us, and held only by the Catholics ; we all hold 
the docti'ine of an invisible Church, to which we are 
united by Christ ; whereas you hold a visible Church, 
by which you are united to Christ." " Both pro- 
positions," it was answered, " are true together." 

The question was asked whether they could see 
any thing to prevent a German taking u|) the theory 
and definition of the Church expressed in /he 
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Bishop oj London's first two Sermons, — and acting 
upon it, and maintaining for himself personally 
such a position as we might imagine ourselves 
taking up, if we were to awake and find ourselves, 
with our present opinions, members of the Prussian 
instead of the English Establishment ? They re- 
plied, " If you were Germans you could not have 
had such opinions :" to which it was objected, that 
some Germans had actually been led by their own 
reasonings or researches to adopt such views ; as 
the learned Grahe, and Adam Zoernikaff'. 

At length they allowed that an individual might 
be led to adopt such views ; but said that it would 
be a totally new tiling, a new development, and 
that such a person would cut himself off, ipso facto, 
from the existing "German Evangehcal Church ;" it 
would be a new tiling with no historical base to rest 

upon. M. mentioned that by the Articles of 

Smalcald a member of their present Church pro- 
fesses to believe the validity of Presbyterian Ordi- 
nations. It was answered, that if we were Germans 
of such sentiments and in such a position as we 

» These two reroarltable men were both Pniaaana, bom at 
Ktenigsberg within a few years of one another, Grabe in 1665. 
Zoemikaff a little earher, in 1652. They were both of the Lu- 
theran or Evangelical German congregntion, and Pastors, as it 
seems, for a time ; both were ied. by tlieir studies to adopt Catholic 
opinions ; both came to Enj^land, and resided and studied for some 
time at Oxford ; and died, the one of them at London, in the 
bosom of the English, the other, as is said, at KiefT, in that of the 
RnsBJan Church, 



have been imagining, we should not think ourselves 
in any way bound by the opinions which individuals, 
or parties of individuals, or princes, might have 
chosen in past time to put upon paper, seeing that 
such documents could have no binding force what- 
ever ; no, not even for the individuals that wrote 

them : (M. laughed, and seemed to admit the 

truth of this :) that of com'se such a person would 
cut himself off from all participation in the erro- 
neous opinions and irregular practices of the multi- 
tudes (organized or unorganized) of the descend- 
ants of those individuals, who were originally sepa- 
rated from the Apostolical Church of the Latins, or 
who came out from it of themselves. Such a person 
would not, doubtless, think of seeking to retain the 
office of Pastor or Preacher, nor join in imitating 
the Sacraments, or in pretending to the name and 
authority of an independent Church. He would 
accept nothing but his Baptism, and the Creed 
which it implies ; and that not as legitimately ad- 
ministered apart from the One Visible, Episcopal, 
or Apostolical Church, but as necessarily and of 
right belonging to her, even if administered by her 
enemies ; and much more if administered in her 
name by persons violently and hastily exconmiuni- 
cated, protesting with sincerity against the wrong 
done them, and appeahng from one part of the 
Episcopate to another part, and to the whole. The 
question on which it was desired to learn their 
opinion was, as to how far such a position could or 
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could not be taken up and maintained, without 
involving necessarily a renunciation of one's former 
historical position, and a conversion to the Apostolic 
Church. They answered, that they thought it would 
involve a conversion : at least so they were under- 
stood to sav : and they laughed much at the sugges- 
tion that in strictness the first step should be, to go to 
that Bishop of the Apostolical Church {whoever he 
might be) who claimed jurisdiction over the district 
in which we resided, and see whether we could not 
embrace his doctrine, and submit to his terms ; and 
that then only, when we saw this to be impossible, 
without losing at the same time the communion of 
other Bishops whose doctrines and temper recom- 
mended itsell' to us more, we might, in the tempo- 
rary schism of contending Bishops, betake ourselves 
to the support and communion of more distant 
Churches ; provided that both we and they were 

sincere in the desire of unity. M. said the 

whole idea was so utterly strange and new, so 
totally un-Gennan, that it would be impossible to 
find one in ten thousand, even among their Divines, 
who should be able ao much as to understand it. 

III. They spokeof our"C'onfessionof theXXXIX 
Articles" having followed their " Confession of 
Augsburg ;" but admitted that there was a great 
difference between a mere statement of the views of 
individuals, (such as the Confession or Apology of 
Augsburg,) and a dogmatical decree of Bishops and 
%nods, (such as the XXXIX Articles,) made and 



enforced upon the principle of Apostolic authority : 
— between the XXXIX Articles themselves, as first 
written by Cranmer, and published by the Crown, 
and the same Articles as enacted subsequently by 
the SjTiod of the Bishops in Convocation, and en- 
forced upon all the Clergy by its authority, and in its 
sense as agreeable to the joint rule of Scripture and 
Catholic Tradition, upon pain of excommunication. 
IV. They asked whether we supposed " the differ- 
ence of Cliurch government" or "the dogmatical 
difference," to be the greater difficulty in the way of 
a union? We wished rather to learn their opinion, 
protesting however, in limine, against the expression 
" Church Government :" upon which they said that 
not a soul in Germany but the " Cathohe" Divines 
would have made any such objection, orwould allow 
any such view of the Church as it implied : that 
after what they had seen and heard in England, 
the ecclesiastical or liierarcliical difference seemed to 
them irreconcileable, as they never could admit the 
necessity of Ei)iscopacy ; though the confusion of 
opinions among us is so great that they did not know 
what to think ; and the Bishops might be ready, 
perhaps, to treat on a somewhat different footing. 

" But tills difficulty, great as it is," said M. , 

" seems to us as nothing compared with the diffi- 
culty in pcint of doctrine." Even if the difference 
about " Episcopacy" could be got over, which he did 
not seem to think it could, the dogmatical difference 
would be utterly insurmountable. He was asked to 



what difference he alluded ? and answered that he 
meant the English view of Baptism, which was by 
far Ike greatest of all difficulties. All their sermons, 
all their hjinns, in Germany, all the life and divinity 
of their Church, turned upon a view of Justification, 
which was utterly contrary to our doctrine on this 
point. We said that their testimony quite agreed 
with our own observations ; for that we had always 
found Germans, if at all interested in such matters, 
to deny strongly the Catholic doctrine on the sub- 
ject of Baptism : and this we had commonly made the 
first subject of our enquiries, inasmuch as it is the 
root of all. "Certainly," he said, "it is so for 
you." Nothing had so much surprised liim, he 
said, as to find that " the Puseyites" were so little 
attacked in England, even by those who are their 
warmest opposers, on this point of Baptismal Justi- 
fication : — " Nearly all the members of your Church 
either agree with them, or at any rate.'do not deny 
their doctrine." " Of course," it was answered: 
*' how can it be otherwise ? Any one of our people is 
no better than a Dissenter, if he does not agree with 
the Puseyites on this point, which is the root of oxa 
Christianity. And any one who has seen our Office 
for Baptism, in which the Priest first prays for the I 
regeneration of the person to be baptized, then | 
baptizes, and immediately turns round to the people I 
and invites them to join him in giving thanks that I 
' this infant is now regenerated,' must be aware 1 
that no other doctrine could be held without open I 



apoBtacy from our religion and Church." They 
quoted the eleventh of the XXXIX Articles in 
favour of the contrary view ; and when it was 
pointed out that this Article refers for its own fuller 
interpretation to a Homily in which " baptized" or 
"justified" are used indifferently as interchangeable 
terms, they contended that the views of the Homily 
were ambiguous, and that even the Office for Bap- 
tism itself was viewed otherwise, as we must be 
aware, by some, and might be made in fact to bear 
another interpretation; though, they confessed, with 
some difficulty. However, they allowed there was 
some force in the fact, that not only the Homily re- 
ferred to by the Eleventh Article, but even the 
Articles themselves use the two words " baptized" and 
"regenerated" as interchangeable ; having the word 
"renatis" or "regenerate" in the Latin original, 
where the English version, which is of equal autho- 
rity, reads " baptized." It was objected to them, that 
they themselves, — if they received the "Confession 
of Augsburg" and the other Lutheran or Protestant 
" Confessions," (to say nothing of those of the Cal- 
vinists or Refomied) ought to admit the doctrine 
ofregenerationorjustification in baptismjust as freely 
and as necessarily as we do : to which it was replied, 
that we ought not to insist upon the mere letter of 
any particular passages or expressions in their sym- 
bolical books, so as to give them a sense contrary 
to the whole spirit of their Reformation and of their 
Church : that Luther spent his life in labouring to 



establish a doctrine utterly ioconsistent with oui's 
upon the subject : that they should have to ^ve up 
all their hynms, ail their sermons, all their sacred 
literature, before they could agree with us ; that all 
Germany would rise as one man against such an 
apostacy ; and that it was impossible to change the 
Bentiments of the Gennao Church on this and other 
points. 

V. As they allowed to Baptism only a grace of 
promise, so they allowed to the Holy Commxmion 
only a grace of assurance. 

VI. Tliey spoke of the "Conversion" of such as 
have fallen into grievous or excoramunicable sins 
after Baptism by preaching to them the doctrine of 
Justification by Faith : and though they were re- 
minded that "the Confession of Augsburg" expressly 
retains Private Confession and Priestly Absolution, 
and that the Lutherans have even made of it a. third 
"Sacrament;" they answered, that it was retained in 
a sense which was ?iot ecclesiastical nor judicial; — 
for that would have been inconsistent with the 
whole spirit of Luther's doctrine ; — but so as to be 
only an exhortation or preaching, to excite faith. 

VH. One of the same gentlemen, after having 
spoken of SabeU'ianisJii as a harmless speculative 
opinion, which it was quite free to hold in their 
" Church," asserted that there were /owr " heresies," 
and that "Puseyism" also was a heresy, as being an 
offshoot from " Pelagianism," which was one of the 
four. " But what do you mean," some one objected. 
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" by speaking of there being four heresies ? You 
do not believe that there either is or can be 
any such thing as heresy in the world?" "No," 
said he, " not in your sense." " You mean, 
I suppose, by saying that there are four 'heresies,' 
merely that there are four opinions or systems of 
opinion which you consider to be pre-eminently per- 
nicious ?" " Exactly so," was the answer". 

"We have given the above as extracts from minutes 
made of conversations at Oxford with three Prussian 
Pastors, who cannot be suspected of having had any 
disposition to widen the difference, to the existence 
of which they so freely bore witness. We will now 
append only one more testimony from a letter written 
from Prussia by a most excellent and estimable lady, 
who has been connected from her birth by many 
ties with that country, and whose language will shew 
that she is at least impartial : 

" July 25, 1842." 

" As to the religious feelings of this country, there 
is a great difference with England ; for though there 
is a great deal of religion among people of all ranks. 



* In ihe preceding Section the pronouns they and we are 
used indifferently for one or more persons ; and it must ever be 
borne in mind, that the so-called German EvangeUcal Cburcli and 
religion having no real principle of authoritv, nor any fixed law 
or circmnscription, the religious opinions of no one member of 
it, nor of any nuniher of members, can he any sort of guarantee 
or prejudice to those of tbeir neighbours. 
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yet it is quite of a different kind. * * * They do 
not turn Catholics here, as the fashion is in England, 
but remain Protestant worshippers of the Lord." 
* * * And then, after having mentioned an instance 
of bigotry in a Roman Priest, who had preached 
against latitudinarianism on occasion of a mixed 
marriage, (from Rev, iii. 15 and 16,) — "although 
the (Protestant) husband had consented that the 
children should be all Catholics" the writer pro- 
ceeds thus : — " No Protestant would ever dream of 
railing thus at one of a different Faith. I think it is 
not lukewarmness, but conviction that all can be 
saved that believe in the name of the Lord, and 
endeavour to do His will to the best of their power, 
love Him above every thing, and their neighbours 
as themselves, one point people here are not clear 
about, that is, the Divinity of our Blessed Saviour. 
Some do not know what to think of this : they fear 
to doubt it, but they do not believe it ; and some 
there are who think very little about such things i 
at all. * * * As to the Bishopric of Jerusalem, 
peoj)Ie here look upon it as a happy dawning of 
the Protestant faith: may it, through the blessing of 
God, prove so, and above all, may the High Mass 
never again be performed in Westminster Abbey ! 
Tliere is not the slightest idea of the union of the , 
Protestant Church with the English. It savours too 
much of Popery for the German feeling; and hatred 
of Popery is a true feeling of this country." 



SECTION XV. 



Conclusion. 



It remains for us now in conclusion to make 
some practical reflections upon the result of the 
whole preceding enquiry. 

And if, indeed, it should after all appear to any 
that the " Evangelical religion" or " Protestant faith" 
of •' the German Church," is identical with the reli- 
gion and faith of the Church of England, we can only 
say to such persons that we respect their convictions, 
and hope they will in like manner respect ours. We 
are well aware that they have some strong appear- 
Jinces, and very deep historical sympatliies, both 
religious and political, in favourof their views ; and 
we can quite understand tlie satisfaction they must 
feel in witnessing the emancipation of our " Pro- 
testant Reformed Church" from that ambiguous 
attitude which she has so long held towards foreign 
" Churches" " of kindred origin with herself," more 
from the force of obsolete but unrepealed laws, than 
from any " exclusive" spirit in the political masters of 
" the Establishment" ortheir Ecclesiastical nominees. 
It may well indeed appear to them to be " the germ 
of a great development," — " a happy dawning of the 
Protestant Faith," — when they behold a reUgious 
monarch, who can speak in the name of " the Evan- 
gelical Church of the German nation, the mother 



of all Evangelical Confessions," after having com- 
pounded together the Protestants and the Reformed 
into one Establishment, coming forward to jiropose 
the appointment of an "Anglican" Bishop in the 
centre of the world, in the Holy City of Jerusalem, 
as a representative of " all Protestant or Evangelical 
Clmstendom ;" while not only the Brithh Govern- 
ment, " but also the Heads of the English" Esta- 
blishment, "enter with warm interest into the pro- 
" position ; and a general agreement is expressed 
" on all sides in the conviction, that the diversities 
" of Christian worship according to tongues and 
" races, and according to the peculiarities and his- 
" torical developments of each nation, that is to say, 
" in THE Evangelical Church, are upheld by a 
" higher unity,- — the Lord of the Church Himself. 
" And that in this unity, to which all diversities refer 
" themselves as to their point of junction, rests the 
" ground of true Christian toleration." 

We can quite understand the feelings and views 
which, under such circumstances, and with such a 
prospect before them, have led two of our Bishops to 
think themselves justified by their station in under- 
taking to act for the whole Church, — and in break- 
ing through those canonical impediments, which 
may probably have seemed to them obsolete relics 
of a confined and national legislation, and of which, 
for the sake of such vast advantages, and in the 
absence of Convocations, they might venture to an- 
ticipate the repeal. We trust, however, that they 
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will not refuse us that liberty of maintaining our own 
opinions, which every "Evangelical" (or Scriptural) 
"Protestant" is bound, whatever may be his dignity, 
to allow to every other, — that they will suffer us, when 
we think them wrong, to Protest against tlieir acts 
and doctrines, if on no higher principle yet, at least, 
by the same right by which Luther and Calvin Pro- 
tested against the Bishops of their time, — that they 
will not blame our freedom as inconsistent with the 
duty and reverence which we owe their Office, bijt wUl 
remember that the Roman Pontiff, with his united 
communion of seven hundred Bishops, claims duty 
and reverence in virtue of his Office as well as they ; 
and that it is against some weight of authority, and 
involves some responsibility, if by a blind submission 
to their views and policy, however conscientious, we 
bring the distinct and formal anatiiemas of the 
Eastern as well of the rest of the Latin Church upon 
our heads and the heads of our children. On the 
other hand, we trust that they will not find any 
thing in the tone of our reflections to imply either 
a spirit of insubordination towards their Office in the 
abstract, or any personal disrespect or discourtesy 
towards themselves. We respect, we repeat it, the 
convictions of all men; most of all, of men in their 
exalted situations ; we know well, that under exist- 
ing circumstances, while the most opposite prin- 
ciples are practically comprehended within the pale 
of the Establishment, there may be numbers of 
excellent and conscientious Ecclesiastics in every 
M 2 



Order of all classes of o pinion : and of the two Prelates 
whose measures have given occasion to our present 
publication, we rejoice to own that for their personal 
qualities the one is venerated and the other admired 
by all classes of society : but so are also other Bishops 
and Archbishops, whose theological views they would 
not wish to see confounded with their own. Our 
respect for the persons of all such Prelates, for their 
age and virtues, as well as for their Ecclesiastical and 
civil rank, is sincere ; but at the same time, we say 
of all alike, that wliile there is a certain peculiar 
submission which is due to Bishops, over and above 
such considerations, — as Bishops, — as representatives 
of Himwho is the Archetype of them all, — it is never- 
theless certain that this Catholic submission of Catho- 
lics towards their Bishops is due only so far as the 
Bishops themselves profess and uphold the spirit, 
the principle, and the tradition of the Catholic Faith. 
So far as they do this, and nothing is forced upon 
our minds to the contrarj', they are as the Angels 
and Archangels of God : but so far as they are Un- 
eathoUc or Anti-catholic, though they may he, imder 
present circumstances, blameless, and zealous, and 
pious, as individuals, they are the last of all men to 
have any claim to submission in virtue of their Office. 
Every one is bound to expose and accuse heterodoxy, 
and spare himself neither trouble, nor expense, nor 
pain, to vindicate the truth of God and the Canons 
of His Church ; and the more so, the higher the rank 
of any by whom we see our inheritance to be en- 



dangered or betrayed. For this is not any longer, 
as some would represent it, to despise or affront our 
shepherds, but to set an example which we are bound 
to set of fleeing from men who have shewn them- 
selves, so far, not to he shepherds at all. 

The above reflections will not appear to have 
been out of place, when we proceed to contem- 
plate the painful, and indeed tremendous, aspect 
which things assume, if we come to the conclusion 
that the so-called Evangelical German religion and 
Church is no true Church nor reHgion at all, but a 
mere political organization, including every variety 
of opinion within, and communicating with every 
variety of sect or discipline without ; the principle 
of whose existence is diametrically opposed to the 
religion and essence of our own Church. For if this 
be BO, it is no slight unhappiness to see t!ie first of 
our Prelates, the Primate himself, and the Bishop of 
the most influential See, — men not wilfully and 
maliciously our enemies, but amiable and venerable 
in their private lives, and really zealous to advance 
what they conceive to be the cause of truth and of 
the Church, — men who should have been our natural 
protectors, and the quick-sighted enemies of aU 
heresy, — to see such men, we say, not through their 
own fault, but by our sins and the sms of our 
fathers, ready on the first suggestion of a foreign 
King to change the basis and nature of our religion, 
and to precipitate us into a union with all the sects 
and heresies of that Babylon which is called thq 
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Reformed Church. Nevertheless, if we think that 
this is really the case, there is no use in mere com- 
plaints or lamentations r we must look the evil 
which threatens us in the face, and consider how fjir 
we are personally involved in what has heen done ; 
and what it may be our duty to do in consequence. 
There are some no doubt who will be ready to 
ask, " Why should private individuals meddle with 
such matters at all ? If the Archbishop and the 
Bishop of London have done wrong, or have im- 
properly compromised our Church, it is not our 
business to correct them, nor have we the power to 
do so : that surely belongs to the other Bishops of 
the province of Canterbury, to the Archbishop 
and Bishops of the other province of York, — to 
the Bishops of Ireland, — and of the independent 
Church which is in Scotland, who may safely 
be looked to to defend the rights of their own 
order, of the Church, and of the Truth, upon which 
the Church is based." This is true, to a certain 
extent, and in the first instance : and if the Bishops 
were evidently ready to do their parts, it would be 
presumptuous and useless in inferiors to cry out, 
when the shepherds were already aware of the 
danger. But if the Bishops are silent, the re- 
sponsibiUty devolves next upon the Priests and 
inferior Clergy ; and so from them upon the laity, 
even to the women and the children : and if there 
were only so much as one cluld among us all at 
this day, who had a sense of the danger which 



threatens us, and placed his whole trust in God, 
in maintaiuing openly the truth, it could not be but 
that he should ultimately prevail. But things are 
not come to that pass yet ; nor is there, thanks be 
to God ! any real danger at all, unless we are failing 
to ourselves. 

The mischief, indeed, is apparently done : the 
negotiation has been carried through, and com- 
pleted. The English Prelates have sent a Bishop 
to Jerusalem, pledged to act according to their 
treaty ; and the King of Prussia has putlished his 
success to all the world, and invited all the tribes 
of Protestantism to take possession of the Holy City. 
The country Bishops, who might have protested, if 
they pleased, but were otherwise denied all voice in 
the matter, have been content, as it seems, to have 
no voice in the matter, have concurred or sub- 
mitted, and have not protested. The Papists are 
already availing themselves of the altered position 
of our Church, and are forward to demonstrate to 
us that this thing is indeed done, — canonically done, 
— that according to all principles of the Established 
Church as well as of Catholic Theology, it binds us 
and our Church, — that we cannot escape from it ; — 
that the recognition of all Protestantism is unequi- 
vocal ;^and that from henceforth it is impossible for 
any who believe in One Apostolical Church, formed 
through the Episcopate by the Sacraments, to remain 
members of a political sect, which has publicly, and 
now for ever, confessed itself to be but a part of one 
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vast " Evangelical" or Biblical " Church," of which 
the Episcopate may be tlie ornament or perfection, 
but is not the root, and which in the main has 
formed itself, its Clergy, and its Sacraments, from 
the Bible, without any Episcopate at all. 

The very zeal, however, of our rivals overshoots 
its own mark ; and their eagerness to take posses- 
sion of the seemingly surrendered position may 
serve to let us know, if any doubt, that it is not 
yet quite untenable : indeed, it is impossible to 
conceive what should make them seek to mar their 
own harvest, or cut the corn before it is half ripe, 
if they really feel so confident that it is sure to be all 
gathered ultimately into their barn. However, we 
may reasonably seek to ascertain whether the acts 
which have been done do really commit our whole 
Church and ourselves to a league with heresy, and 
how far their committing us or not may depend 
upon our own act or will. 

It seems that the Archbishop of Canterbury and 
the Bishop of London have ruled in the name of 
our Church, 

I, That people calling themselves Protestants or 
Reformed, (especially Foreigners) may be admitted 
to our communion as members of sister Churches, 
though they neither bring Canonical Letters from 
any Bishop, nor acknowledge any Bishop from whom 
they might bring them if required, nor any from 
whose unjust sentence of excommunication they ap- 
peal ; which position is contrary to the fundamental 
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discipline of the Universal Church, and of our own ; 
and subjects the Bishop who acts upon it to Depo- 
sition by the Canons. 

II. They have ruled that laymen who have never 
been Confirmed by a Bishop, either by imposition of 
his hands or by chrlsra of his consecration, may be 
admitted to communion, and even Ordained, al- 
though they are not "ready" or "desirous" to be 
Confirmed at all : which is to dispense with what 
St. Paul (even by Calvin's own confession) makes^a 
fundamental " Element" of Christianity, and is 
directly contrary to the law of our own, and of 
the whole Church. 

III. They have ruled that Clergy ordained by 
our Bishops may and ought not only to communi- 
eate with communities which recognise no Bishop, 
as with true Churches, and with Clergy of no Orders 
ordained originally by mere Priests or laymen, as 
with true Clergy, but also themselves to seek and 
exercise the so-called "Pastoral Office" in such 
communities conjointly with the Sacerdotal Office 
in our own Church ; which is contrary to the 
Canons of the whole Church, and to the Rubrics 
and laws of our own, 

IV. They have ruled, that it is a matter of choice 
and discretion for Christian laity, Clergy, and con- 
gregations, to accept or not to accept the pastoral 
care of the Bishop : whereas even to maintain the 
position that any persons or congregations not sub- 
mitting to the Bishops are true Churches, subjects 
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tlie offender to excommunication by the Canons of 
the whole Church, and of our own. 

V. They have dispensed with Oaths (both for 
themselves and for Bishops and Clergy whom they 
may ordain), and with Canons and Rubrics, which 
by the same Oaths they were bound to follow and 
to enforce ; and have even pledged themselves and 
others to act in direct opposition to them. 

These things having been done by them, in the 
name of the Church, and with a high hand; the 
question for us to consider is, first, whether their 
facts have legally and formally, and of their own in- 
herent force, bound the Church l secondly, in what 
case may they virtually bind her ? thirdly, what is 
their bearing upon ourselves ? 

Tlie first question is easily answered. It is evi- 
dent that the act and treaty of the two Prelates in 
question cannot propria vigore bind the Church ; 
because they are of themselves illegal and uncanon- 
ical, and subject their authors to deprivation, and 
even to excommunication ; for the Bishop, and still 
more, the Archbishop, is set to keep and enforce 
the laws of the Church, and not to break them or 
authorize others to break them : and if any law be 
changeable in itself, still it is not actually changed 
till it has been repealed or altered by an authority 
equal or superior to that which enacted it. So that, 
without reference to the laws of the whole Church, 
BO long as the Canons of our own particular Church 
recognise none but Episcopally ordained Clergy, - 



bind obedience to the Bishop upon all, — excommu- 
nicate those who maintain any assemblies separate 
from his to be true Churches, or communicate or 
pray with any such,— decree that persons excom- 
mimicate are to be treated untQ reconciled as 
heathens and publicans, — and that no persons shall 
be admitted to communion tiU they be Confirmed, 
or ready and desirous to be Confirmed, — and so 
long as all Bishops and Clergy are bound in their 
own dioceses to follow the Canons and Liturgy and 
Ritual of "this Church, and none other," — so long 
there can be no doubt of the utter invafidity of any 
contrary determinations of single Prelates in them- 
selves to bind the Church". 

The second question is more delicate. For though 
no attempt has been made to ohtain a canonical 
repeal or change of our Ecclesiastical laws on the 
points in question, stiU it may be argued that a 
Church is a body which exists in the souls of living 
men, and not merely in the dust of obsolete laws 
and Canons, written with ink upon paper or parch- 
ment : the authority which enacted this or that 
Canon may have been that of a Convocation or 
Synod, of a Synod or Council more or less general : 
but Synods and Convocations are not always sitting : 
none have sat in England, — none at least have been 
suffered to proceed to business, for a century and 
more : there must be always some standing executive 
in the Church, with power to do what from time to 
' See at length Mr, Hope's pamphlet. 
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time may become necessary : and on some occasions 
to repeal or alter Canons or Rubrics, or to make 
new rules may be necessarj' : so it has been in the 
present case : there being no Convocation nor Synod 
possible, and Parliament not being so competent a 
body now to treat questions of religious union, as 
some Bishops may have thought it twenty years 
ago, — those members of the Hierarchy to whom all 
naturally look as heads, on application made to 
them by a foreign Potentate, and with the full con- 
currence of the civil Government at home, have 
taken upon themselves in this, as in many other 
less important matters, to represent the Church, 
to negotiate, and to act in her name. What they 
have done may be presumed then, if approved or 
not opposed by the other Bishops, by the Clergy and 
laity, to carry with it the sense of the Church, and 
to be virtually equivalent to any such alteration of 
Rubrics and Canons, as was necessary, and would 
have required the act of a Synod or Convocation, 
if circumstances had permitted a strict attention to 
be paid to forms. And even if it be said that the 
changes made are all, or all but one, such as no 
national Church has any power or right to make 
of herself, — being points not only of accidental but 
of essential, not only of particular or national but 
of CEcumenical law, — still tiiia does not aiFect the 
question : for we are not enquiring whether the acts 
are right or wrong in themselves, but Whether they 
bind this Church : and if all will admit that the Arch- 



173 

bishop and Bishop of London may do good acts in 
the name of the Church, which become the acts of 
the Church herself by tlie open concurrence or tacit 
assent of others, — then we must equally admit, that 
if any pernicious acts be done by them in the name 
of the Church, and receive, in like manner, either 
our open commendation or our tacit acquiescence, — 
they also become the acts of the Church herself, and 
may involve the religious character and Ecclesiastical 
position of all her members : and it will not be denied 
that our particular Church can, if she please, commit 
an act of apostacy, or cut herself off in essential as 
well as in non-essential matters, from her canonical 
and theoretical unity with the rest of the Apostolic 
Society. We conclude, therefore, that those acts of 
the Archbishop and the Bishop of London, into the 
character of which we have been examining, though 
they would have been in themselves simply illegal 
and uncanonical enormities, if they had been done 
with an arrogant or wicked mind,— having been 
done from an opinion of duty, and on the assump- 
tion of the concurrence of the other Bishops, and 
of the whole body both of Clergy and laity, will 
actually involve the Church, if they are deliberately 
and permanently accepted, or acquiesced in by her 
members. 

The third question still remains ; and is indeed 
the main part and the end of our whole enquiry : 
namely, what are the practical bearings of the 
matter upon ourselves personally, and what is it 
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our personal dnty to do ? Now tbe practical bearing 
of the matter upon ourselves as individuals is this : 
that if we see the principles LuTolved, and acquiesce 
silently, we become parties to them ; if, on the con- 
trary, we wish to have a right still to continue mem- 
bers of the Church of England on our former footing, 
we must take such steps as are lawful for Christians 
to take, in order to disavow and protest against that 
which has been done in our names. It is only our 
consent and acquiescence which can give validity 
to what has been done in prejudice of the laws and 
constitution of our Church ; and if we express our 
dissent, and claim to have the laws vindicated against 
those, however high in station, who have pre- 
sumed to set them aside, there is nothing which can 
deprive us of the superiority of our position and 
of the certainty of success ; except, indeed, a Convo- 
cation should meet again, and ratify what has been 

doneby some SjTiodical act And even then, — though 

we may trust that there is no fear of any such thing 
taking place, — ^with truth, and the CEcumenical 
Canons on our side, and the Scottish Episcopate 
standing by, we should have everj' reason to be 
confident that an appeal from the traditionary policy 
of Tillotson and Burnet to the un-Established suc- 
cessors of Juxon and Laud, would ultimately bring 
the English Establishment to a better mind. 

In the mean time, so far as relates to our indi- 
vidual conduct, we have the following alternative 
before us. Either We accept the communion and 



Pastoral care of Bishop Alexander and his Senders, 
(so far as the idea of accepting, with which they . 
have themselves furnished us is applicable) ; or We 
do not. If We accept the comnmnion of Bishop 
Alexander, We accept in and with his communion 
that of all his Clergj', and of all the Churches 
with which he Is formally in communion. We 
are thus in communion with the "young German 
Divines" whom he may have ordained Priests and 
Deacons ; and through them again we are in com- 
munion hoth lay and Clerical with the whole " Ger- 
man Evangelical Church." But " the German Evan- 
gelical Church" of Prussia, to say nothing of other 
points, is one joint Communion made up of the 
Lutherans and the Calvinists, on the principle of 
mutual recognition without any concession ; and 
is itself in communion with the Non-conformists 
of both parties, and with all other Protestant 
and Reformed bodies, as it would seem, on the 
continent of Europe ; We are therefore in commu- 
nion with all these. But these again, as well as the 
Prussian Establishment, are in communion with the 
Scotch Presbyterian Establishment : We are there- 
fore also in communion with the same. But this again, 
with all the preceding, is in communion, both lay 
and clerical, with all the " Evangelical " Dissenters 
both of Scotland and America : We are therefore 
also (virtually) in communion, both lay and Clerical, 
with all these. But these all again, with all the 
preceding, are in communion with all the Evan- 
gelical Protestant Dissenters of England and Ireland, 
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and, generally, of the British Empire ; who are all 
excommunicated by the Canons of the English Esta- 
blished Church, as both they and the rest are by the 
Second General Council held at Constantinople, whose 
definition of heresy is still, even by Act of Parliament, 
capable of being enforced as the law of the English 
Establishment: FTe are therefore in communion with 
all oui' own Dissenters, who are excommunicated 
by our own Canons ; and with all other Protestant 
Evangelical sects besides, which are excommunicated, 
on the same principle, by the Decrees of a General 
Council, still in full legal force in our own Church. 
On the other hand, if We would escape from these 
results, and shew that We do not concur in those 
changes which have been made upon the pre- 
sumption of our consent. We must either protest 
and appeal formally to a Synod or Convocation, or 
else, — if that be impossible, — We must decline ac- 
cepting the communion of Bishop Alexander, till 
such time as he becomes willing again to accept 
and place himself under the authority of those 
laws and Canons which he has sworn, and which he 
is bound, to obey ; laws which nothing hut our acqui- 
escence, or an act of Convocation, can enable him to 
set aside for himself, or for the " United Church of ■ 
England and Ireland" and which, even if they were set ' 
aside for this particular Church, would still he laws 
as much as before for the whole Catholic Church, 
the only difference being that We, by our own act, 
should have ceased to be even tlieoretically Catholics. 



